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Preface

In the course of successive visits in 1988 and 1989 to U.S.A.
and France I came to know there about the people’s unquenchable
thirst and hunger to know about Kumaun Himalayas exhaustively.
But there is no book covering the entire subject in all its aspects-
social, economic, administrative, religious, political-in a single
volume except the Kurmanchal Kesari Badri Datt Pande’s book :
Kumaun ka Itihas. This work, no doubt, ‘a mine of information on
Kumaurn’, is not very useful for the foreigners as it is written in
Hindi. I felt a strong need to get it translated into English so that it
might be accessible to the foreigners as well as to the people of the
non-Hindi speaking belt of India.

Sri Vinod Prasad Agrawal, the publisher of Sri Badri Datt
Pande’s book Kumaun ka Inhas accepted my suggestion and asked
me to prepare the English version of the above book. It was really a
difficult, monotonous and tiresome job to translate such a
voluminous book like Kumaun ka Itihas, but my keen interest in the
subject sustained me through and gave me strength and courage to
complete this project with devotion.

The book in its translated form is the same but to make it
more useful to the students and scholars as well as general readers a
detailed index and some relevant photographs (deleting the old
ones) have also been incorporated in it. Being a student of history, I
have made some minor changes while translating the book to make
it more accurate, useful and relevant and have also tried to use
simple language as far as possible.

In the preparation of the translation I received much help
from my father Professor R.M. Das, Ph.D., D.Litt. at different
stages. I must acknowledge my heartfelt gratefulness to him who
has so generously gone through the whole manuscript and made
change and corrections where necessary. I must admit that without
his help the work could not have been completed.

My grateful thanks are also due to Sri Jagdishwari Joshi, M.A.
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LL.B., Retd. Principal, for helping me in transldting few typical
portions full with Kumauni words. I must confess that but for his
co-operation, I would have to face a great deal of difficulty.

My thanks also due 10 1y [riend Dr. C.L. Sharma, Head of
Dept. of Political Science, Kumaun University Campus, Almora for
his help and encouragement.

Finally, I would be failing in my duty if I do not acknowledge
my thanks to my wife, Shivani, M.Sc., Ph.D. whose help proved

fruitful in completing this work.

I am thankful o Sri Vinod Prasad Agrawal, proprictor, Shrce
Almora Book Depot for the timely publication of this work and
also to the proprietor and staff of the D.K. Fine Art Press for its
necat and clean printing.

Jakhandevi, C.M. AGRAWAL
Almora



A Word

On the request of a number of revered intellectuals and
friendly rcaders the present new edition of this book is being
published. For the publication of this work, from time to time,
suggestions are being received. Some credulous persons wanted
that only its revised edition should be published and the chapters
on modern social progress and cultural development be added to it.
By doing so the edition could have been more useful, but it was
doubtful to complete such a project. Need was felt for that
historical work in which the writer had collected and presented all
the then information in respect of Kurmachal. Writers and
researchers of later date have also given sufficient material and
almost all the contemporary writers have accepted this work in
Hindi, as the base book.

In Uttarakhand some political and social currents of thought
(Ideologies) and recognition are taking new direction. At such a
moment for the political prospects and aspirations of a region, its
historical basis is desirable. If the present edition provides right
guidance to the new generation then those ideals shall be achieved
for which our past has been struggling. The book is being published
under its original name though now it would have been proper to
call it, ‘Ancient History of Kurmachal’.

Long-awaited publication of this work in its original form
could be possible by the untiring efforts of Shree Vinod Prasad
Agrawal, Proprietor, Shyam Prakashan, Shree Almora Book
Depot ; so I am grateful to him.

SHAKTI PRASAD PANDE
Prem Kuti
Almora
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work in one volume, it could not be completed even in seven
volumes. 1 have here presented a short outline of the history of
Kurmachal. I could simply initiate the work as my knowledge and
learning are limited. In fact this work should have been undertaken
by scholars more qualified and intelligent than me. I dared take up
this work simply because it did not receive duc attention of the
people of our region. Great scholars and virtuous men have raised
the glory of this country but they had least interest in historical
literature and art. Some people told that this region has no ancient
history worth writing. They say that the history of Kumaun is
nothing but the story of feuds and mutual wars between Doti and
Kumaun and Kumaun and Garhwal. We have glimpses of mutual
enmity and bloodshed between Maharas and Fartyals of Kurmachal
i.e. the tragedy of extracting eyes and bloodshed at Balighat, or it is
a mine of such boastful caste pride such as ‘we are great and they
are petty’ or it is the proclamation of the greatness of such gods as
Syuriya, Puriya, Ganganath, Bholanath, Aidi, etc. There is no use of
highlighting these points further.

There is no country the history of which has no glimpses of
such things as Kkillings, political intrigues, pride and prejudice and
the desire of the victor to crush the pride of the enemy. The history
of almost all the regions of India is full of brilliance as well as
darkness. Similarly in the history of Kumaun also bright and
interesting facts can be seen at some, places and at some pictures of
inhuman atrocities and treason are to be seen.

My main aim in writing this history is simply that the youth of
Kumaun might get help in knowing the nature of the ancient period
of their region and also the reforms to be initiated in future to
merge the whole of Kurmachal in the ocean of Indian nationalism-
things to be introduced and the customs to be prohibited. For
nationalism existence of one language, one dress, media and one
religion throughout the country is a must.

But in a country like India where the people are divided into
various groups, castes and sects only a first—rate nation-builder can
establish nationalism. It is essential for a social reformer and a
nation-builder to know all the customs, usages and ceremonies of
his country or region. He should also be acquainted with the ideas
of the people regarding caste and creed, and also with their faith in



(xi)

gods, goddesses and ghosts and goblins and then assess from
whence to begin the reform.

It is not the function of the reformer and the nation-builder to
copy other country, rather he should try to present the good and
remove the evil. From this very point of view this book has been
written.

It is our aim to make our people who are plunged in
ignorance, darkness of illusion, and a number of superstitions, self
respecting, self reliant and able to take independent decisions. My
sole desire is that our region also should be an expert swimmer in
the ocean of Indian Nationalism and the various castes should
merge in one nation.

Despite my sincere efforts, many faults may have crept in this
book and they will be detected by our affectionate readers. As |
have already said, I have no ability of a true historian, so I have here
simply collected the material about Kumaun I culled from several
books. The job of a researcher is quite difficult. In the West
research, criticism and the literary art are honoured. In India this
art has not attained that height. The human nature has not become
so generous and cultured that it might rightly appreciate the
importance of thorough criticism and original literary research.
There is no doubt that a more learned and scholarly writer than
myself would have presented a better book to the readers. By
writing this book I have, as it were, given them a challenge to
prepare a good book.

The list of the books which have been consulted has been
given here. I am greatly thankful to the writers of those books,
specially to Mr. Atkinson who has earnestly carried on his research
on Kurmachal.

In the present work Pt. Ram Datt Jyotirvid
Mahamahopadeshak, Sanatan Dharm Maha Mandal has greatly
helped me and Babu Ganga Prashad Khatri supplied a number of
old books ; so I am indebted to them.

To national leader honourable Pt. Govind Ballabh Pant I am
greatly thankful who very kindly went through some portions of this
book, invited my attention to some of the parts and advised me to
correct them. Now the errors that still exist in this book are mine, |
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am responsible for them. Still I say that I have written this book for

the benefit of our country, nation and society and as far as possible
it has been based on facts.

I am thankful to Thakur Devi Singh Kunwar and Pt. Tara Datt
Upreti who respectively helped me in picture collection and
correcting the proofs.

All the older material collected here, is based on Atkinson’s
Gatzetteer or a copy of the manuscript written by Pt. Rudra Datt
Pant and on some other old documents. While the Atkinson’s
Gazerteers was being prepared, Pt. Rudra Datt Pant carried on the
work of historical research in the whole of Kumaun. He has
gathered old facts from Raja Nand Singh, Pt. Harshdeo Joshi and
from other people of the older generation. I called for old literature
from many persons but got negative answers from them.

This country be educated, cultured and prosperous and the
people be dutiful, lovers of freedom and have a keen desire for the
progress of the country ; with these well-wishes, I am dedicating this
book to the whole country, society and the nationalists.

Prem Kuti BADRI DATT PANDE
Almora



Chaptcr-One

Chapter-Two
Chapter-Three

Chapter-Four

Content

Preface
A Word

Introduction

[VOL. - ONE]

Geographical and Historical
description

Vedic and Pauranic Pcriod
The period of Katyuri Rule

The Rule of the Chands

Vil

1%

1-120

121-144

145-189

191346






PAS P gfawm
“Sdrehdiaa=y fei fassfadiaar |
W&l FEREHI farar swwfagi afd: 112211
I 589 TRyda HarTaTg fassd |
Safd: G Ha AfHlaonmme | 123 1 |
AFIEHERT: T HAA 28 T |
AuriY Here: fd A A 1128 | |
33a ufdfaesi=a gaRdiea~ a1
ARETHALAA i NS THEET | 129 | 1
2l favst Huvd ¥ faEwem |
TAH TAEARA 29: T8 fAawe: 1 126 1|
ZE; e M Tt I Y |
FAf(AE 3 W AR O 1129 1 |
HEHUT. JIAICRY TR FHIaNd |
24 71 uyaf~q 4 I %4 P 1 12T 0 |
HAP G T fawivigem: |
TFHGIHAT I gEEd 2T | IRE 1 |
UTeAl ARTAEA 3RTaf i |
T HAYIREITA JAIHIATSR]: 1120 11
WA T A JiRAfaRrsm |
A FERHEEI] PALTHEG: 1122 1|
orgaf T gl Il FAH |
74 SAfaferzaiion gre Higi= amved 112211
e T a3 gafd favrsa |
A TEE . Wl AIRT0T &RA 1193 11
URUT FEEGET Hfdar FW: g |
am Rz wersTeaH g faafsr: 1128 11
ATl G ST WA |
Tadd HETHH d 28 JAG 119 1 |
QA RTHEMT EjaAerawoad |
3y TIEATA T e 1 128 11



HISTORY OF KUMAUN

O excellent one ! the highly radiant and auspicious mount
Mahameru illuminating the north stands here. Only the knowers of
Brahma have access here. On it exists the scat of Brahma where
Prajapati, the soul and the creator of all the movable and
unmovable beings, always resides. This Mahameru is the disease
and sorrow—free and pleasant residence of all the Prajapatis who
are said to be mind-born sons of Brahma, and among whom
Dakshprajapati occupies the seventh place. O beloved one ! It is
here that Vasistha etc. the seven divine sages disappear and
reappear. O Yudhisthir ! look at the elevated summit of Meru, it is
a place free from rajas; there Pitamah Brahma resides along with
self-satisfied gods. This elevated place of all powerful and great
Narayan, who is called the imperishable source of the five elements
of Nature and who is without beginning and end, is shining above
the region of even Brahma. Even gods cannot see him who is full of
brilliance and is auspicious. The place of Lord Vishnu is more
lustrous than the sun and the fire and shines by its own lustre. Even
the gods and the Meru itself is located in the residing place of
Narayan, where he, the self-born and the creator and Lord of all,
illuminating all beings by his lustre, resides. Only the persevering
and high—souled can reach it, even Brahmarshis and Maharshis
have no access to that place. All the shining things lose their lustre
before Him, only the incomprehensible lord himself resides there.
Only the self-controlled by means of their devotion can reach there.
Only such high—souled ones as are endowed with great penance,
have been purified by auspicious acts, have got efficiency in yoga
and are free from all ignorance and infatuation, go there not to
return to this world, but to merge themselves with that self-born,
imperishable and the highest God. The residence of the God is
imperishable, permanent and eternal, so O Yudhisthir ! salute it.
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PART ONE

Geographical and Historical
Description






| [low Was The Region Named Kumaun or Kurmachal

Regarding the name of this region as Kurmachal or Kumaun, a
hearsay is prevalent among the people of Kumaun that Tortoise,
the second incarnation of Lord Vishnu, stood for three years on the
Kurma-mountain (now called Kandadeva or Kandeva) east of river
Champavati and gods such as Haha and Huhu and great seers like
Narad cte. praised him. Marks of the feet of the Tortoise imprinted
on the stone are said to exist even now. Since then this mountain
came (o be known as Kurmachala (Kurma + achala) which through
the process of dcterioration became Kumu and in dialect got
metamorphosed into Kumaun. At first this name was given to
Champavat and to its adjoining villages but later on it was applied
to the whole pargana of Kali Kumaun comprising the regions of
Chalasi, Gumdesh, Regadu, Gangoli and Khilphati, on the bank of
river Kali and also to the adjoining partis of Dhyanirau. When the
kingdom of the Chands increased in size, the whole region now
included in the district of Almora and Nainital came to be called
Kurmachal or Kumaun. While during the English rule the district
of Dchradun also was included in commissinership Kumaun and
presently Garhwal is also included in it. But actually Kumaun
denotes only that region which comprises the hilly districts of
Almora and Nainital. At present Gangoli and Chaugarkha are also
included in Kali Kumaun but the people of Gangoli and
Chaugarkha are not called Kumaunis but Gangolas and
Chaugarikhiyas. Formerly only the people of Kali Kumaun were
regarded as typical Kumaunis but now this word is used in the
context of all the people of Almora and Nainital. It was the Chand
kings who popularised this name among all.

That Kumaun was named after Kurma mountain is prevalent
among all the people. But Thakur Jodh Singh Negi in his Himalaya
Bhraman writes that the people of Kumaun are expert in cultiva-
tion and earning wealth; so this region was named as Kumaun.
He further says that it was named Kali Kumaun not on account of
river Kali but after Kalu Tadagi who once ruled there and also on
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account of thick and black bushes of fir and banjha, adjective ‘Kaly’
was added 10 it. But these arguments look haseless.

We have come to know that during the days of the Chand
rulers there were three administrative divisions in Kurmachal (i)
Kali Kumaun - which also included Sor, Sira and Askot, (ii) Almora
which included the present hilly regions of Salam, Baramandal, Pali
and Nainital (iii) The region of Tarai Bhawar or Mal. These
administrative divisions existed when the Chand kingdom had
reached its maximum limit.

Pcople of Hunadesh call Kumaun as ‘Kyunan’, the English as
‘Kumaon’, the people of plains as ‘Kamayun’, the residents of this
place as ‘Kumaun’ and Sanskrit scholars as ‘Kurmachal’. In proper
Kali Kumaun Champavat is called ‘Kumu’. Even at present people
there call Champavat as.*Kumu’,

2.  Expansion and Area of Kumaun

Kumaun or Kurmachal is prescently divided into two districts
(1) Almora and (2) Nainital. It is situated bcetween north latitude
28° - 14’ - 45" and 30 - 50" - and betwcen east longitude 76°-6 - 30
and 80° - 58 - 15. Its arca is 36,80,000 acres or 8,000 square miles.
Out of this about 2 lacs acre of land is cultivated and 1 lac acre
cultivable and 40,000 to 50,000 acres land ‘Talaun’ or irrigated.

The detail of 8,000 square miles is as follows :

Snow - covered region — 2,000 square miles
Deserted and stony regions
and valleys-unfit for — 2,000 squar miles
cultivation
Arable land — 1,900 square miles
Deserted forest region — 2,100 square miles

8,000 square miles

3. District Almora

District Almora is situated between north latitude 28° - 59 and
30° - 49 and between east longitude 70° - 2 and 81° - 31. It is about
5390 sq. miles in extent. In point of arca Almora is approximately
double of Nainital.
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Boundarics of Almora—In its north sky-scraping summits of
the Himalayas scparate it from Tibet. In its west and its south
respectively lic the districts of Garhwal and Nainital. In its east on-
rushing river Kali has been flowing between Kumaun and Nepal
since times immemorial.

The snow-capped mountains of Almora are highly beautiful
and worth-sceing. Scenes viewed [rom Kausani, Shikhar, Devidhura
and Binsar are quitc charming and splendid. In 1929 when
Mahatma Gandhi* came 10 Almora, he stayed at Kausani. On
secing the unrivalled scenes of the place Mahatma Gandhi and his
wifc saluted the pious and high mountain range. Mahatma
exclaimed "How clean cotton the Almighty has kept collected for
my charkha". In Almora the peaks of the Himalaya are from 16,8(X)
to 25,689’ high.

Nandadevi - 25689"; Trishul - 22360 Nandakot - 22530
Panchchuli - 22530" Parashuram - 21772’; Banakattar - 22940,
Iragyanjung - 20455,

Pindari glacier, the ncarest glacicr to Almora, is from 13,000
to 14,000" high. Tt is 66 miles away from Almora. The pass of
Untadhura through which the Joharis go to Tibet is situated at the
height of 17,500°. Among minor mountain peaks Binsar is
approximatcly 8130’ high, Kalmuni 13.000°, Shikhar 10,000’ and
Chhipildhura 13,000".

Big rivers—Kali, Sarayu, Gori, Koshi and two Ramgangas are the
major rivers.

Water-parting—Water of the rivers of the parganas Askot, Sor,
Sira, Juhar and Darma flows into river Kali. Water of the regions of

*ALMORA IMPRESSION
(By Maharama M. K. Gandhi)

In these hills, nature’s hospitality eclipscs all men can ever do. The enchanting
beautics of the Himalavas, their bracing climate and the soothing grcen that
envelopes vou leaves nothing more to be desired. | wonder whether the scenery of
these hills and the climate are to be surpassed, il equalled. by any of the beauty spots
of the world. After having been nearly three weeks in Almora Hills, I am more than
ever amazcd why our people need go to Europe in search of health.

July 11th 1929

Young India
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Katyur, Danpur, Darun, Gangoli and Chaugarkha flows into river
Sarayu. Panar takes the water of Salam to Sarayu. Water of
Baramandal is taken to major Koshi by minor Koshi and Sual. In
Pali Pachhaun, Gagas collects the watcr of all the minor rivers into
itsclf and joins Ramganga ncar Bhikhiyasain. In the end the water
of all these rivers flowing into Ganga rcaches Gangasagar.

4. District Nainital

Nainital is situated between north latitude 28° - 51 and 29° - 37
and between cast longitude 78° - 43 and 80° 5. It covers an area of
1701093 acres i.c. 2658 sq. milcs.

Boundaries: To its north lic the districts of Almora and Garhwal.
Between Almora and Nainital flow rivers Kumaniyan, Koshi, and
Sual. On Koshi and Sual there are bridges at Khairna and Ghuradi.
These arc practically natural boundarics. To its west lic the districts
of Garhwal and Bijnaur and to its east Almora and Nepal. To its
south lic the districts of Pilibhit, Barcilly, Rampur and Moradabad.
The boundarics between Nainital and Almora are at some places
artificial and at some natural. To its north lie the four parganas of
Almora—Pali Pachhaun, Faldakot, Baramandal and Chaugarkha
and to its east Kali Kumaun and Talladesh Bhavar. Between Nepal
and Nainital flows river Sharada on which near Banbasa a big
bridge and dam have been constructed and a canal also has been
taken out. The parganas Puranpur, Pilibhit and Jahanabad of
Pilibhit adjoin it. Richchha and Chaumahala parganas of Barcilly
arc within the boundary of Nainital. Bilaspur and Suar rahsils of
Rampur state lic within the boundary of Rampur and Nainital.
Thakurdvara rahsil of Moradabad is adjoining it. The river Fika is
between this and Bynour. Ahcad of its lics the pargana of Afzalgarh.

Mountains: Here there are no high peaks of the Himalaya, but the
height ol some peaks of the outer Himalaya is as follows :

Saicholia Parvat - 8505; China Pahada - 8568; Badhan Patal -
8408; Mukteshwar - 7602; Budha Patal - 8244; Patthargarhi - 7535’;
Badhantola - 8612; Chaugarh - 6128; Vinayakdhura - 8186;
Chudiyagarh - 7959, ‘

Ncar Kota, like the Sivalik hills of Dchradun, therc is
subscquent to the hill a sub-hill, in between which there is a table-
land which looks very beautiful and attractive.
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In Tarai, Rudrapur and Gadarpur are the lowest places. They
are 720)’ above the sea-level. The Tarai is generally 720°-795° high.
Haldwani is at the height of 1380’ and Kathgodam 1700°". In this way
hcight increases step by step. In Tarai Bhavar this height is
normally not felt though in one mile there is an increase of 12
When rivers from high places fall down into lower regions in the
form of water-falls, then alone height and depth are clearly known.

Rivers: In Nainital there is not 4 single major river emerging from
th¢ Himalaya. Koshi and Ramganga come there flowing through
Almora.

5.  Climate

Dilfcrent types of climate arc¢ found in the mountains. In,
snowy places there is always acute cold. Even at peaks about 6000°
high there is sufficient cold in summers, specially in mornings and
evenings. When in plains, in the heat of the month of May and
Junc, there is no comfort even undcer clectric fans and behind khas
screens, in hills it is quite pleasant. At the height of 2000-30(()°
though the air is hot, yet there is no heat-wave. The climate of the
mountain-valleys 1s not good; there is acute cold in winters and
intense heat in summers. But the climate at mountain peaks is dry,
plcasant and hcalthful. For many types of diseases, specially for
T.B., the climate of the places like Almora and Bhawali, where
there is abundance of pine-trees, has been regarded good. In the
Himalava, barring the period when it rains, snow falls. In winters
also on mountains above 5,000’ high there is snow-fall; rather in
their northern parts there is acute Tibetan cold. All the land near
the Himalaya 10,000 to 4.0000" high gets covered with snow. In the
outer Himalaya somcetimes, snow falls even in places less than 5,000°
high, but it scldom stays there. In summer upto the height of 18,000’
there is constant snow. Downwards in the parts of the high moun-
tains at the heightof 7,000° 1o 8,000 where the rays of the sun do not
reach snow exists upto April and May, but not later; so only in that
year when there has been acute cold. Downwards normally every third
year there issnow(all between December and March. During January
and February there is acute cold. The sight of snow-fall also is onc
of the marvels of playful Naturc. When it snows the whole Nature
gets calm and quiet, there is no sound when it snows. Granules of
snow, like balls of cotton, settle down on all the plants and treces,
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ficlds and roofs of the houses. There is seen whiteness all around. If
there is sudden sunshine after snowlall cyes begin to dazzle.

In the rains and in the summers the climate of Tarai-Bhavar is
not good. The climate of Bhavar is not so bad, but in Tarai people
suffer from malaria and enlarged spleen. Mosquitoes are found in
abundance thcre. Above Bhavar also in mountains 3000 to 4000’
high the climatc is warm and it does not snow there.

6. Temperature

In Nainital, in summers, mercury does not rise¢ beyond 850 and
in winters it goes down to 30°-32°. In Mukiteshwar it has been secen
to be as low as 25.5°, In Almora, which is 5,500 high from sea-level,
mercury rises 10 92° in summers. In some of the valleys when there
is sunshine temperature rises to 110° In Tarai at some places,
during day-time temperature rises to 116° - 117° but it goes down in
the cvening. '

In summers mountains like Nainital, Chaubatia and Binsar
etc., in rains Almora and in winters Haldwani look quite attractive
and hilarious.

7.  Rainfall

On very high mountains there is scanty rainfall. Even when its
rains, it rains slow. High mountains of lower regions draw the rain-
clouds towards them. So in them and in places near them there is
hcavy rainfall. In small hillocks and in valleys, though there is no
much rainfall, yet sometimes there is heavy downpour.

[n Nainital the average annual rainfall is upto 98". In 1893 the
rainfall was 154". Generally in Kathgodam annual rainfall is 91", in
Haldwani 81", in Ramnagar 65", in Kilpuri 64", in Rudrapur 57",
and in Kashipur 46"

The average rainfall of the district of Almora is 60". In Almora
proper annual rainfall docs not cexceed 40"-50". The same is the
situation in Ranikhet. The rain-water of Almora is absorbed by the
mountain-regions of Binsar, Gagar, Muktcshwar and Syahidevi etc.
Somctimes when there is sunshine in Almora, there is heavy
downpour in its ncighbourhood. There is scanty rainfall in Pali
Pachhaun, the average is between 40" and 60". In Kausani the
rainfall is 50"-60", in Berinag 72" and in Chaukodi 92". When rains
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sct in Bombay, there is heavy downpour in mountains. It is called
mini-rainy season. In mountains generally it rains every month.

8. Diseases

Tarai Bhavar is a hot region. If there are diseases, it iS no
wonder. But in the congenial and pure climate of the mountains,
full of lifc giving air, the people should not have known even the
names of discases. But unfortunatcly it is not so. European
countrics by means of their scientific knowledge have driven out
harmful things like dirt, mosquitoes and flies that spread diseases.
But on account of our unscientific ways of living, food and drink
and lack of education in pure and hygienic living, all the diseases,
sorrows, miscrics and poverty have fallen to the lot of the Indians.
Whether they live in dirty climate or in pure one, they are seldom
stout, handsome and active. The main reasons behind this are (i)
the evil custom of child-marriage, (ii) lack of physical exercise, (iii)
lack of scientific or any type of education, and (iv) poverty; these
are the main reasons for non-reduction of diseases not only in the
towns of Almora but also in its villages. The main diseases of this
region arc: cough, bile, and melancholia. ‘Sanjar’ a type of fever is
quite common here. Diarrhoea and dyscntery are hereditary diseases
of the hill people. Plague and small-pox also often spread here and
cholera mostly spreads in yatralines and in fairs. Sometimes on
account of acute heat and dclay in rainfall, it adopts epidemic form
at some places. Inflammation of the glands of neck (galgand) and
leprosy also are most common. Many people regard diseases as the
outcome of the wrath of gods and goddesses and believe that they
can be cured by means of night vigils (fjagar) and worship of gods.

If pcople live a ncat and clean life, realise the importance of
physical labour, kecp thce house, cow-sheds and water-reservoirs
clcan, form thc habit of taking rcgular bath, keep the manure in
ditches away from their residence and ease themselves in trenches
away from their houses and cover them with earth, then most of the
discascs may be kept away.

T.B. was not even heard hcre, but since the declaration that
the climate of this place is curative for the patients of T.B. and
opening of sanitarium, it is on increasc. People in their avarice for
rent lct out their houses to T.B. patients without maintaining
cleanliness in a scicntific manner. The inevitable result is that the
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germs ol the discase spread all around. In Kumaun, there are both
government and private hospitals and dispensaries. A type of fever
called ‘sanjar’ is quitec common in villages. Itis infectious and many
people dic of it. With the introduction of modern civilization the
wrath of typhoid has considerably increased in towns and cities.

Here there is no dearth of Ieprosy also. In 1840 a leper-house
was opened here with 20 Iepers. In 1911 there were 27 and in 1935,
95 lepers.

Vaccination is in vogue here since very early times.
Vaccination for small-pox was introduced here by the English. Now
the vaccination for cholera and plaguc also have came into vogue.
Plague also spreads here many times. tis called ‘purakia’. It is a bit
dilfcrent from the rat-spread plaguc. When it spreads people leave
their villages and repair 10 forests.

9.  Animals

Owing to diffcrent types of climate of the regions from Tarai
to the Himalaya, different kinds of animals are found here.

Domesticated animals: Elephants, camcls (in Tarai Bhavar), horses,
mules, donkceys, cows, buffalocs, oxen, pigs, sheep, chowry cows,
Jhupus and dogs are the main domesticated animals. Bhutani dogs
are very strong. Among animal-diseascs ‘man and khuria’ are most
common in the mountains.

Wild animals: Wild elephants reside in Tarai-Bhavar and are found
from chilla forest ncar Haridwar to Kota Bhavar of Kumaun and
Sarada region. They somctimes trample agricultural crops. They are
captured cither by chasing (kheda) or in pits (khad). Formerly

nawabs of Rampur and maharajas of Balrampur used to catch
clephants, but now capturing or Kkilling elephants without
governmental permission has becn banned. Wild camels are not
found in Tarai Bhavar. Wild horses, donkeys, kyang, yak and
Tibetan wolves are found on the side of Tibet, chowry cows and
Jhupus also arce found there in wild condition. Many of them are
also captured and tamed. In Tarai, in thc bushes of nuds or the
grassy fand of Bhavar stripcd and big man-eater tigers also reside.
Pcople call them lion, but actually they are Bengal-tiger. Tigers are
of many more Kinds-guldar, hycna, panther and leopard etc. In the
snowy regions of the Himalaya white tigers called thadu are also
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found. A kind of white bear is also found there but mostly only
black bears are scen in the hills. In Johar, Darma and Vyas red
bears arc also found. In Bhavar grey bears also are seen. In Tarai
Bhavar antclopes and deer of many type are found while stags,
chital, pada, ghurad, kankad, barad and suro etc. are found in hills.
Barad is & very fast running animal. 1t can jump thousands feet
down. Hunters shoot it, when it jumps. [ts game is said to be quite
thrilling. All types of four-horned dcecr, jadau, sambhar and gaud
pada arc found. Wolves are not so dangerous as the wild dogs. They
kill even tigers. They eat up deer, chiral and sambhar whichever they
get. Foxes and jackals of many kinds arc found in Tarai Bhavar in
abundance. Prizes also are given for shooting lions, tigers, panthers,
and bears. Hundreds of them are killed every year yet on account of
abundancc of forests tigers kill many men and cattle. In olden times,
the forests of Tarai Bhavar were the hunting grounds of kings and
nawabs, now they are the hunting grounds of the English. Two
types of monkeys are found here: (1) Ratua or Hanuman- whose
facc and hips are red (2) Langoor whose tail is long and face is
black. There is some difference between the langoors of Bhavar and
those of hills. Churharaul is a highly wonderful as well as beautiful
animal of this placc. Its wool is quite soft.

The other animals arc hares, wild boars, smaller pigs of Tarai,
wild cats, bats, rats, squirrels, mongooses, gvans and porcupines.
Porcupincs, which are called saulas, are found in hills in abundance.
It Icaves rirs (spikes) behind it and greatly damages crops, specially
potatoes. Pcople of tharu and boksa tribes eat the flesh of short-
statured pigs found in the Tarai very much.

Musk-deers are found in mountains 8000 high. Musk is found
in their navel which is called nabha. Sometimes upto two rolas of
musk is taken out from a single nabha. The musk-deer though small
in size, is very fast. It is said that when it urinates or passes stool,
the fcmale musk-deer covers it so that hunters might not trace it
(musk-deer) through its fragrance. Its hair are very hard. It is said
that it always remains intoxicated undcr the influence of musk. Hill-
people first net it in a snare and then pluck out its nabha. Meat-
caters say that there is no smell of musk in its flesh. It is said that
nabha is spoiled if it is not plucked out just after killing the musk-
deer. Saro is a very fast running animal. It resides in high mountain,
caves and thick bushes.
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Formerly hill-pcople used to kill wild animals by chasing
(kheda) but now the laws about hunting are quite strict. Only such
persons, not others, as have licence, can kill the gamc as per rules.
Since 1935 between Ramganga and Kosi a forest measuring 200
square miles has been kept reserved for wild animals where they
frecly move as nonc is allowed to kill them.

10. Birds

Different types of birds are found both in hills and Bhavar.
Almora is quite rich in respect of birds. The rajhans of Mansarovar
has been praised in the Puranas also, because Lord Shiva lives in
that form,

All hunting birds like, vultures, cagles, Kites, hawks and
shikaras (a kind of hawk) are found here. Practice of taming hawks
was very much in vogue here. From here they were sent (o be sold
or as presents to royal courts. King Rudra Chand, the Lord of
Kurmachal, wrotc a scientific treatisc on hawks (Shyenik Shastra) in
which all the methods of hunting have been described.

Aads, machchhi aads, goose, pigeons, malyas (wild pigeon),
Sakheas, sparrows, cuckoos, wood-peckers, sitaulas, ghinaudas and
crows etc. are found here. Lungi is found at the height of 120007,
munal from 8000’ 1o 12000’ and kakalans, or pokharaj hens from
5000 to 10000°. They are very beautiful to look at. An ordinary kalij
hen, is found cverywhere in Bhavar, Tarai and lower hilly regions.
Simkukad, like a cock, is a very bcautiful bird. Other birds like
partridges, quails, red-legged partridges (chakora), nightingales,
chanchars, musabhvakud, owls, bhyvapkusyodas etc. are also found
here. Water-cocks are found herc in abundance. In Tarai Bhavar
crancs and ducks of many types arc found. In Bhavar peacocks are
found in abundance. It is said that there exist 450 types of birds in
this district.

11.  Serpents and Insects

Eight 10 nine types of lizards are found here. Chameleons also
are seen in good number. It is taken to be poisonous but actually is
poisonless. Guanas (goh) which live near water and are upto 4’ long
are mostly found in Bhavar. There are 25-30 varieties of snakes,
some of which arc poisonous and some poisonless. In Bhavar there
are pythons upto 25’30’ long and they can swallow a big chiral.
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Some of the serpents are very beautiful. They are black, red, green
and spotted. Betivan snakes also are found at places. Black snakes
are most poisonous. Leeches are found in forests in abundance.
They cling to naked feet. They enter into the nostrils of animals.
Small mosquitocs (mure) also are found in abundance during rains.

12.  Acquatic Animals

Fishes are of many kinds. All people except some brahmins
and somc vaishyas cat them. They arc killed in many ways by means
of spikes (godow) or laying nets fmain). Some people kill with a
shear. Thadus and boksas joyfully cat fishes. Big fishes are angled
from Ramganga, Kosi and Sarayu. Crocodiles and porpoises are
found in plains but not in hilly regions.

13.  Ancient and Modern Ilistory of the Parganas of Kumaun

In order to understand the history of parganas of Kumaun, it is
essential to give in short its ancient and modern historical and
geographical description. The parris and parganas described in this
book belong to the days of Chand kings. History of the times of the
English has been added later on here and there in short.

14. Kali Kumaun

The boundary of this pargana is as follows: river Kali in the
cast; Sor, Gangoli and river Sarayu in the north; Dhyanirau in west;
and river Ladhia in the south. The parris are: Regdu, Gumdesh, Sui,
Visung, Char Al, Talladesh, Pal Bilaun, Sipti, Gangol, Assi, Phadka
and Chalsi.

According to an ancicnt legend, gods resided in this pargana in
Satyug. Later on demons started living here. It is known from the
Ramayana that in tretayug when Ram  killed Ravana and
Kumbhkarn he threw the latter’s head towards Kurmachal, as it was
the dwelling place of the demons. It was thought that by throwing
the head much water would be produccd there in which demons etc.
would be drowned to death. It is said that it happened so.

Later on at the end of dvapar and the beginning of kali cra
when there was the incarnation of Lord Krishna Pandavas
announccd on drum-beat the digvijay of the whole world. Then it is
said, they had to fight against the Kshatriyas. This happened about
5,000 years back. It is further said that Bhimsen’s son, Ghatotkach,
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born of demoness Hidimba, who in the Mahabharat war was Killed
by Karn, was a resident of this place. So after his death Bhimsen
built a tcmplc in his memory near Champavat. There he broke the
skull of Kumbhkarn from which arosc the river Gandaki. Later on
he built a temple of Ghatotkach, presently called Ghatku Devata,
towards the cast of Champavat at a distance of one mile in Fungar
hills. Below it at a distance of onc mile he built a temple of queen
Hidimba. It is famous even today. It is said that the blood of the
goat offered to god Ghataku, mixed with water, passes underneath
the hill and so the water emerging from the temple of Hidimba is
red. Perhaps there exists a mine of orpiment or red soil. By burning
lamps in the name of Ghataku alias Ghatu Devala, rains can be
stopped.

The ancicnt city of this pargana was located in Sui parri where
at present there is a forest of fir-trees and in it the temple ol Surya
exists even now. Perhaps it was built by the kings of Solar dynasty.
Later on at the foot of this mountain the English founded Lohaghat-
where formerly during the rule of the Company, army also was
stationed. When the city was founded in Sui, there was a densc
forest in Champavat. Later on towards the west of Champavat a
town was founded and there a king of the Rawat family also built a
fort named Daunkot. The remains of this city even now are called
Kotwal Chabutara and Singar Chabutara. Descendants of the
Rawat kings ol this Daunkot even now reside in Patti Talla Salli
and Gumdesh. King Somdeo dcstroyed Daunkot and founded
Champavat there. The English instecad of founding a town here
inhabited Lohaghat. It was namcd Champavat on account of its
situation on the bank of river Champavati. Here king Som Chand
built a fort named Rajbunga. In it presently the office of the rahsil is
housed. The oldest fort is Kautolgarh which it is said, was built by
demon Banasur for himself. When he could not be killed by Vishnu,
Mahakali appcared and killed him. Sui is also called Shronitpur.
River Loha arose from the blood of that demon. The soil of the
place is a bit red and a bit black. It is said that it became so owing to
the demon’s blood. There are other forts such as Suikot,
Chumalkot, Chandikot, Chhathot and Baunkot which all now lic in
ruins. These werc built by petty feudatory kings. Khilfati where
goddesses Akhiltarini and Varahi, also called ‘De’, are enshrined, is
situated on this very hill. Goddess Varahi is enshrined in Devidhura.
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Goddesses Hingna and Champavali are also enshrined here. On the
day of Shravania lair is held in Devidhura. To the east of Champavat
there is a very high mountain where Kranteshvar Mahadeo is
cnshrined. There itsell Kurmpad also exists. It is also called
Kandco. On the slope of the mountain, in the midst of the forest of
fir-trees, Malladeshvar Mahadeo is enshrined. To the west lie the
high dandas ot Hinguladevi and Siddh. Here there is the temple of
Nrisingh which is known as Siddha. In Champavat the temple and
the tank of Buleshvar are worth secing. Other temples are those of
Tadakeshvar,  Vanalckh,  Harceshvar, Maneshvar,  Dipteshvar,
Risheshvar, Rameshvar and Pancheshvar ete. Here Mayavati s a
very beautiful land of penance. Here there is a monastery of Ram
Krishna Mission cstablished by Swami Vivekanand. This region is
highly cold and its climate is quite healthful. The dialect of this place
is sweetest to hear. The rivers here are Ladhiya, Gindaki, Lohavati
and Champavati. Somc forests of the place arce quite dense.

Hisrorv: The king residing in Sui or Daunkot in the middie of Kali
Kumaun was also the master of Dhyanirau and Chaubhainsi. Under
him were the partridars, cach of them being the leader of a pari,
whosc duty was to collectrevenuc and 1o act according to the orders
ol the king. During the time of the Chand kings their posts had
come to be known as budha, savana, and kamin. The Bauras of
Fungar and Chauki claim to be tharvans or the oldest habitants of
this place. During winters the people of this place after having sown
whcat went to Bhavar. It was a saying.

‘7] 2 9 wvEe, T G Hin wEe

Now pcople rarely go to Bhavar. Hilly paper is being produced
here since long. In the time of Kings charas (untoxicating drug) of
villagc Khateda was quite popular. From the village Forti a
partridge was daily sent to the king as his prey. From Gosni green
coriander was sent. Radish of Kalarbvan, pinalu of Chaunsal, gava
of Sui, curd of Padasyun, wheat and orange of Machhiyad and
basmari of Salam were sent for the king. Even now these things of
those places arc famous.

15. Dhyanirau

The pargana, now a patrri, lay 10 the west of Kali Kumaun. It
had only two parris-Tallirau and Mallirau. River Ladhiya emerges
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from these mountains. In Tallirau in Kimukhcet there is a4 copper-
minc and in village Mangal-lckha an iron-mine. Iron ol this place is
said to be of superior quality. The two forts named Kayalkot and
Kaidakot now lic deserted. The mountains named Lohakham and
Kailas arc very high. In Mallirau Gurana, Badet and some part of
Josyuda have been offered in gunrh 10 goddess Varahi. Mostly the
people of Baura and Kaida castes live here. These very brave
persons having been recruited in the army of Chand kings had gone
to conquer Baurarau, Kaidarau and Pali Pachhaun,

6. Chaubhainsi

This par¢ana lay to the west ol Dhyanirau. Now it is a parri
connected with Chhakhata. In its middle flows rivers Gaula. Here
the danda of Satliva is very cold. Surai-trees are lound here in
abundance. At the end of this pargana lics Maluatal. The story
about Maluatal runs thus: Sri Malua of Raikal caste, was a zamindar
of Chhakhata. He was very powerful. He called himsell a paika
(wrestler). He did what he liked. He snatched good things
belonging 1o anybody. Once Malua whisked away the beautiful wile
ol a farmer and hid her in a mountain-cave and also scated himsell
there. From all places he carried away good things. Whoever raised
any objcction, was Killed. One rainy season there was heavy
downpour. There was an carthquake and mountains wrecked.
Malua along with the lady and his belongings was {lown down into
river Gaula and its flow remained stopped for a number of days.
Later on it resumed its flow. Where the mountain had fallen, there
a lake was created. After the name of Malua it was named Maluatal.
Formerly there two partis 1ay in pargana Kali Kumaun, but lateron
they were madce independent parganas.

Presently the pargana officer of Kali Kumaun lives in
Lohaghat. It is a small township. At present the tahsil is housed in
the Rajbunga fort of Champavat. In 1913 the Commissioner gave
away this mountain to the Anglo-Indians to settle down. In
Mayavati there lies the ashram of Swami Vivekanand. In Khetikhan
also there is a good habitation. There is also a middle school here.
The place is gay and lovely.

17. Sor

Boundary: Kali in the east, Saryu in the south, Ramganga in
the west, Askot, Kandali Chhina and Sira in the north.
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Former parris: Scti, Khadayat, Satsilangi, Mahar, Saun Valdiya
and Raul.

This pargana has two names. The part which is plain is called
Saini Sor and the part.where there are mountains is called Sor.

Hi¢h mountains: Dhaj, Kavalckh, Udaipur, Arjuncshvar,
Hinapani, Asurcshvar or Asurchul, Chandak, Thalkedar, Basarudi
and Bamdyaun.

Rivers: Major rivers, such as, Sarayu, Kali, and Ramganga
(castern) flow within its boundary.

Here at onc place red soil, like gulal, is found. Hilly paper is
also manulactured but it is rough. Paper is made from haduva tree.
Its leaves are long, plantis small, flowers are white and fruits, when
ripe, arc red. From its roots purgatives are prepared.

Namces of gods are: Dhvajeshvar, Pancheshvar, Sthalkedar,
Gokarneshvar cte. which are Mahadco. Vaishnavi and Kotavi are
the goddesses. In Dhaj resides goddess Jayanti. It is said that Devi
had killed the demons named Chand and Mund here at Chandghat
alias Chandak. Atkinson and Rudradatt Pant have noted down two

storics about this place : AR Tkt weafea AR,
Y ool T A A
From which it is known that here women wield greater power
than men. They have also referred 1o ong more story which being
obscene is not quoted here.

Sor was for many days undcr the jurisdiction of the Doti
kingdom. Formerly, in Sor there were 9 kings, so it is also called ‘Na
Thukur Sor’. Thosc kings had ninc forts—

Uchakot - in between villages Pangut and Hudati.

Bhatkot - 10 the cast of Pithoragarh at half a kos 10 the north
of villages Chaisar and Kumaud.

b2

3. Bailarkot - near smauja Tharkot.

4. Udaypurkot - 1o the west of Bazar and above maujas Paydeo
and Majcda. '

5. Dungarakot - near maujas Dhari and Pamain.

6. Sahajkot - to the north ol Bazar above mauja Panda and
mountain Urg,
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7. Bamuvakot - south of Bazar on the peak of a mountain.
Devadarkot - In Valdia parti ncar mauja Simalkot.

9.  Dunikot - ncar maujas Duni and Kasani east of chhavani
(Cantonment).

Now nothing is known about these kings. Their forts lying in
ruins, arc deserted. Having defeated all these kings once a Bam king
¢stablished his kingdom in the whole of Sor. During the time of
Chand rulc¢ Piru gliay Prithvi Gusain built the fort ol Pithoragarh.
Since then this place is known by this name. In between Sor and
Doti (Nepal) flows river Kali, a very fast and deep river. It is
difficult to cross it. Near Jhulaghat the river is narrow. Formerly it
was called Juaghat also. Pcople say that the river at this place was so
narrow that persons crossed the river by placing the yoke of oxen
across it. But now its span has greatly widened. Now owing to the
cxistence of a hanging iron bridge, it is called Jhulaghat. No merit is
said to be achieved by taking a bath in Kali. .

In Sor honcy is produced in abundance. Banana also of this
place is sweet. Orange of this place is a bit more sour than that of
Gangoli. Grain and ghee also in comparison to other places are sold
chcaper here. Ghiee 1s exported from here. Phulua and molasses of
chyura also is imported here from Nepal. A few trees (of phulua and
chyura) grow here also.

In modern times there are an English high school, a mission
school and a Hindi middle school and also a girls’ school. The
pargana officer also resides here. Dakbungalow, hospital, telegraph
office and rahsil also arce there. Till 1846 a platoon, was stationed
here. Many soldicers and pensioners live here. There is also a big
habitation of missionarics. There are two small fortresses, called
London and Vilkigarh. Beautiful scenes are visible from Chandak.
There is a leper-asylum also. There is a good habitation in Odda.

Near Chandak in Most Manu a very big [air is held. From
Ramganga to Bas the ascent is very difficult. Above Kalchhin,
Gorang also is a good and beautiful place. Nayakas live in villages
like Lilu, Sinchaud, Naini, Nayakana clc.

18. Sira

Boundary: In the cast Halabanj and Kanadali Chhina separate it
from Askot. In the north in between Sira and Johar lic Goriganga
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and Kotali Sujan Bunga. In the west Ramganga scparates it from
Gangoli. In the south in between it and Sor stand mountains
Rasalapata and Vichhilaka Birkham.

Old patris: Athbisi, Barbisi, Dindihat, Mali and Kasan (this parri
docs not exist now).

Hi¢h  Mounmains: Khandadhura, Decvchula, Sirakot, Sirtham,
Sandeva,  Judang,  Singarpur, Jatiyakhan, Hardo-ka-danda
Masurdceva ka dhura, Gudila and Parikhan.

Rivers: Dindceshvar, Balanti, Bhagigad, Raitis, Thuligad, Pargad,
Doka, Pala, Kakdali ctc. But the biggest river is Ramganga which
joins Sarayu at Rameshvar.

Gody : In Khadadhura Ghanteshvar Mahadco is enshrined. In the
time of Raika kings people from upto Doti, Banjag and Achham
congregated here in the fair. Usually bells are offered to this god.
During the days of the Chand kings this fair dwindled. Owing to the
change of state, people across Kali do not come now. In mountain
Deochula Bhagaling Mahadco is enshrined. Every year in bhadon a
fair is held here. On the bank of Ramganga Balishvar Mahadco is
enshrined. It is said that in rrerayug Bali, the king of monkeys, had
setup this ling.

Formerly a fair was hcld here on the purnmasi of chairra. Now
it is held on vishuvar sankranti. 1018 an industrial fair. Goods from
Bhot and plains are brought here [or salc. The people of Johar,
Darma, Vyans, Chaudans, Danpur, Sor, Sira, Askot, Gangoli and
Kali Kumaun and capitalists o’ Almora congregate here. Articles
such as suhaga (borax), salt, pashmina (solt fine wool), blankets,
small fans, navels of musk decr containing musk, chanvars (flappens
made of tails of wild oxcn), nirbisi, karuki, mansi, coral, ¢andreni,
jambu, pearls, clothes, sugar candy, dry fruits, copras, dakh, almonds,
date-palms, betel lcaves and betel-nuts are sold and purchased here.

Dindihat, located at a high and cold place, is the main place
here. During winters Raika kings came here to bask themselves in
the sun on the bank of the river flowing between two mountains.
Here there was a market also. The old palace is lying in ruins. Many
other ruins are also there. Above Dindihat there is Digtad, an open
field. During the days of the Raika king a big fair was held here. The
Chand kings stopped this fair here and started it in Gangoli. It is
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now being held again in Balishvar Ramganga. In Barabisi parti there
is a big copper mine called Rajkhan. From here copper ol good
quality was dug out in good quantity. There is one more copper mine
in Bamangad but it is antiquated. In village Musmoli ol Mali pari
there is avery old nagkesar (medicinal) tree. Its flowers were brought
10 the royal court. It is said to be a medicine for cholera also.

Till the time of Raika king Harmall this pargana was included
in Doti later on in Kumaun. Above Digtad Pata to the west on the
pcak of a mountain still exists Sirakot in which the Raika kings
resided. Inside it there were also the temples of Devi and Bhairay,
now in ruins. Bencath this fort under the river was a two mile long
tunncl which also is now in ruins. Scnapati Purushpant conqucered it.
Since it came under the possession of Chand Kings it has been conver-
ted into a prison for offenders committing serious crimes. Near it
there is a new fort also. But now both of them are in ruins. Regarding
the building of this new fort there runs a parable, “Once day when
the king had gone for hunting on a peak, a deer attacked him. The
king thought how could a deer dare attack him. In view of the impor-
tancce of the place a fort was built there. In this very Sirakot fort king
Dip Chand was kept imprisoned along with his two sons. Later on
they were put to death under the orders of king Mohan Chand.

Formerly in this region banana was produced in abundance.
When people wanted to pluck pods ol banana they apprehending
the presence of tigers inside the banana grove went therc beating
drums, kcttle drums and firing guns. There is a beautiful temple
above Baleshvar which, it is said was built by a mason having only
onc hand. There was a contract that the temple should be complcted
and also consccrated in a single night. But in course of its building
the day dawned and so its consecration could not be performed.

Here exist a number of such places as end in Tad viz, Digtad,
Likhtad, Dhingtad, Pipaltad, Dubtad, Amtad, Baltad ctc.

Thal, on the bank of Ramganga and Dindihat, at the height of

about 8,000” are the only two main places in this parri. At present
therc is a middle school in Dindihat.

19. Askot

Askot, though so petty was the cclebrated capital of the royal
dynasty of the ancient Katyuri kings. It now remains only as the
memorial of the great Katyuri empire.
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Name of high mountains: Dhaj, Saj, Gobaras, Lekh, Simhalikhan,
Nakot, Chamfachal, Jamtadi, Haidikhan, Chhipaladhura, Darchula
and Payanpaudi. Amongst these Chhipala and Dhaj are the highest
ones.

Rivers: River Sangaki emerging from mount Gobaras, river Charma
from Dindihat, Gomati from Askot, Gori from Johar and Rautis
from village Sirakhet fall in Kali. Golanti Kheti, Phula and Relagad
are the minor rivers. Kali and Gori are the major rivers of this
region. Their confluence takes place at Jauljivi. Since 1913 on the
day of kartik samkranti an industrial fair is held here.

In mountain Chhipula (13000 ") alias Najurkot there is a very
big cave. Every third year, during winters a fair is held there. On this
occasion worshippers enter the cave sounding instruments like
conches, bells and kettle drums. Only a potful water comes out
from stone there. Taking it as a miraclc of god they perform the
worship here. There is a tank also where every third year during
rains, a fair is held and god Chhipula is worshipped. Zamindars of
that regions also perform the initiation ceremony of their sons at
this place. [n this very tank there is a small stone-house. Only he
can enter into it whom the god favours. The tank is filled up in the
rainy seasons, in winters and summers it drics up.

In Champhachal Mallikarjun Mahadco is enshrined. A fair is
held here twice a year. Rajbars serve meals to the visitors to this
fair. The rcason is that formerly this Mahadeo was worshipped in
Doti but more than a hundred years back, the Rajbar of Askot had
a dream that since then the worship would be performed in
Champhachal mountain. Then a temple was built there.

Lakhanpur Kor: The Kot is located to the cast of Champhachal
Askot on the bank of Kaliganga. Before the foundation of Askot
the king of Askot lived in this fort. Near it lay the market named
Bagadihat, now is ruins. The land on the bank Kali is highly fertile.
Ghee, honey, banana, vasanari (rice), mango and guava are
produced here in abundance.

Main places: Askot proper, where the Rajbar lives, is also called
Deval. Besides the houses of Rajbar and his brothers, there are also
a few shops, a post oflice and a forest bungalow. Garkha, Sinhali,
Malana, Kanalichhina, Dharchula and Baluvakot are the main
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places of Askot. There are schools also. During winters owing 10
the arrival of the Bhotias there is sufficient hustle and bustle here.

People: In Talla Askot Hindus of all the four castes (varnas) live.
Malla Askot is mostly inhabited by people of Doti. On high
mountains in villages Rachi, Juma, Kanar etc. indigenous people
live. They are quite simple. Besidcs, the tribal pcople called Ravat,
Raji and Kirat, are found here and there. They have now remained
very few in number.

Occupations: Cultivation and cattle-rearing ar¢ the main
occupations. Many people have joined service or are soldiers and
rear gaats. They also trade in wool, salt and borax (suhaga). Good
mats are also prepared here. Ravats make beautiful utensils ol
wo0d.

Management —In Talla and Malla Askot there are about 142
villages. In Talla Askot only 4-5 villages are in partaership, the rest
are khavkar. In Malla Askol 5-6 villages arc of khaykars, the rest are
sirtans.

This pargana was formerly included in Doti. Later on a branch
of the Katyuri kings came here. First they remained undcr Doti but
later on became fceudatory kings under the Chands. During the
English rulc they came to be called Rajbars. Excepting those of
Kashipur, becausc of the law of primogeniture in ascending to the
throne, they are taken to be the most respectable among all the
zamindars of Kumaun. This rule docs not permit the division of
state. The descendants of the younger brothers get only subsistence
allowance.

Rajbar or Rajbar has been derived in two ways :
(1) Raj + bar = Rajbar = best among the kings

(2) Raj + barah = one among 12 kings. At that timc there
were 12 kings ; Katyuri, Chand, Khas, Shai, Mall, Bam, Mankoti
and Basheda etc. So out of 12 kings one king came to be called
Rajbar. We cannot say which of these two derivations is correct.

At the time of the settlcment made by Mr. Bikett, almost all the
sharers of Askot were designated khavkars and khaykar sirtans. The
Rajbar was appointed as a petty land-lord. Sirtans as well as
khaykars have 1o facc a number of difficultics in respect of
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cultivation and revenuc. Rajbar can eject sirtans or fix the revenue
at his sweet will. A type of forced labour called bisaundi is taken
from the poor people. Under this grains are procured from the
tenants at one-fourth of the market-prices. Presently under
bisaundi, ghee is purchased at the rate of 3 seers, rice 24 secrs,
wheat 40 seers and barley 60 seers a rupee. Besides, taxes such as
nazrana, belibasa, Bisasau, jhaguli, tika and sirri etc. arc realised.
Fishes arc to be angled in begar. During the fair of Jauljivi also
when Rajbar with a contingent of 30-40) men tours the villages hegar
is taken. Villagers have to bear their expenses. So the subjects have
to suffer a lot. Till the laws relates to farmers are not adequatcly
changed, they cannot be happy. If the Rajbar happens 1o be of good
nature, he keeps the subjects happy, otherwise, if hard-hearted,
subjects live disatisfied.

History: Formerly Kirats and serpent-worshippers lived here. Later
on the Khas pcople in days of their prosperity ruled here. None of
them was a great ruler; they were only petty rulers. Assikots of
Askot belong to that very time, though at present some reside
outside Askot also.

When the Chand kingdom founded by Som Chand was
prospering in Kali Kumaun, in Gangoli Mankot, Kings were
counting their last brcath and in neighbouring Sirakot Mall Kings
were on the throne. Then 80 Khas kings ruled in Askot, but nonc
was a powerful ruler. Then the kingdom of Katyur also had
disintcgrated and the descendants of Birderva or Brahmadev, the
last ruler of Solar dynasty, had here and there started dividing the
kingdom. Onc of them, king Abhaypal, the grandson of Brahmadco
and son of Trilokpal came here in 1279 A.D. and capturing Assikot
from the Khas rulers founded the kingdom of Askot. From 1279 (o
588 the descendants of Abhaypal ruled here. History of this period
is not available. In 1588 A.D. King Raypal was killed by Gopi Ojha.
Only a small boy, Mahendrapal, being protected by a woman of gval
caste anyhow survived. This little prince was sent to king Rudra
Chand. He made him his tributary king on the payment of an
annual tax of Rs. 300/-. History of the period from Rajbar
Mahcendrapal 1o Abhaypal (2) is not available. In 1742 Rajbar
Uchhavapal ascended to the throne. In 1778 when Gorkha rule was
cstablished in Kumaun, they raised the revenue from Rs. 300/- to
Rs. 2000/-. A battle was [ought between Rajbar Rudrapal and
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Mahendrapal. Both of them wanted to get their soverceignty
established by the Gorkha government. Onc third part was with
Rajbar Rudrapal. Litigation took place during the time of the
English government also. In 1843 this third part was also sold. In
1858 Rajbhar Pushkarpal bought jt from Lala Tularam Shah
Khajanchi. The descendants of Rajbar Rudrapal now live in
Raulkhet, a village in Gangoli.

In 1840 there arose a dispute for rajbarship. In the end
Bahadurpal was appointed rajbar. Since then it was decided that
there would be no division of the throne. In 1871 on the death of
rajbar Bahadurpal, rajbar Pushkarpal ascended the throne. He is
said to be a good-natured man. He was also made an honorary
magistrate. Alter him rajbar Gajendrapal ascended the throne. On
account of the dcath of his eldest son, prince Bhupendrapal in 1924,
his second son prince Vikrambahadurpal agcended the throne in
1929. (In this family prince Khadagsinghpal also carned a good
name. He was the political peshkar of Tibet. Later on he became a
dcputy collector.)

20). Faldakot

Boundary: To the cast river Koshi in Kakadighat, to the north the
danda of Syaidevi, to the west Tadikhet and to the south Salt patti.

Parris:  Kandarkhuva, Dhuraphat, Chaungaun, Mallidoti and
Koshyan.

Mountain peaks: Sher ka Danda, Harpali ka Danda, Musyoli ka
Danda, Mulya ki Nau ka Danda, Bhuladei ka Danda, Kumpur ka
Danda and Tadikhet etc. are the high mountains.

Rivers: Koshi, Kunjgad and Siraut.

Gods: Kankadeshvar, Maharudra and Bilbeshvar arc Mahadeo.
Jhulade is a goddess. In Tadikhet reside Goril and in Bhujan,
Bhairav. A village dicty Kalivisht is also there.

In this pargana there was a big fort named Faldakot, now lying
deserted. For this rcason the whole of this pargana is called
Faldakot. Formerly Katyuri kings ruled here. Later on when their
empirc disintegrated, then a member of Khati caste became the
king. Khatis are said to belong to Solar dynasty. Their descendants
survive even now. Having defeated the Khati family the Chand
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kings amulated Faldakot to their kingdom. People of Faldakot
fought quite bravely. Mcn from each village had come to fight but
in face of the trained army of the Chands they could do nothing.

People of this region are good tradesmen. They are brave in
fighiing and expert in carrying loads. In mountains specially the
peoplc of cold regions are quite strong,.

Bodas: In this pargana there is a type of animal called boda. They
live on [ish. 10 1o 25 bodas jointly catch fish, collect them together
and like men distribute them among themselves. Sometimes men
keep themselves hidden and snatch away the fish killed by them. If
bodas urinatc over the fish they are soon decomposed.

Some of the people living in this pargana belong o Kali
Kumaun and some arc local ones. On the bank of Koshi gold is
procured by washing sand.

21. Dhaniyankot

This pargara lics in the middle of Kotauli, Chhakhata, Kota
and Faldakol.

Partis—Dhaniyankot, Uchakot and Chyunichauthan.
Rivers—Koshi, Khairna, Ramgad and Ghatgad elc.
Mountains —Gagar, Budhalakot and Lohali.

Forts—Even in this small pargana there are a number of forts like
Tallakot, Mallakot, Majkot and Budhlakot. Now-a-days villages are
inhabitated in these forts. In Dhaniyankot patti Bajyoli,
Upaniyandunga, Tatail and Khairna and in Uchakot patti
Harchanauli Kalugad etc. are in all six iron-mines.

During the time of the Khati kings Dhaniyankot was also
included in the siate of Faldakot. When it was seized from Khati
kings, it was made a separate pargana.

In this pargana god Goril is worshipped. It is at some places
cold and at some places hot. Here there are trees of mango, palmyra,
Banjh, Kataunj and Surai also.

Pt. Rudradatt Pant has written, “In Gagar bauns (wild dogs)
were found but now they are rare. They move in groups of 10-15.
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When they move at night the last bauns comes in the front. In this
way these dogs at night while still in sleep cover 4 distance of 4-6
kos. It is said that the bauns also like hodas when they kill an
animal, cqually distribute its flesh among themselves.”

22. Chhakhata

This pargana lics in the middle of Kali Kumaun, Mahrudi,
Dhaniyankot, Kota and Tarai. It is divided into two parts. Malla-
Chhakhata is called Pahad Chhakhata and Tallachakhata, Bhavar
Chhakhata. Gagar is the highest mountain here.

Gaula is the biggest river. Suki, Kaliya ki Bog, Pathrai,
Chakarghata, Nara, Dhimari, Khair and Talia ctc. are the minor
rivers.

Gods—Bhimeshvar, Chitreshvar, Karkotakeshvar, Gangeshvar and
Kailas are Mahadco. Katyayani, Shitala and Narayani arc
goddcesses. Karkotak, the serpent god, 1s installed at a high mount.
It is said that as far as his vision goes, poison of serpent-bite does
not affect the people. Bhimeshvar Mahadco is said 1o be have been
installed by Bhimsen, the younger brother of Dharmraj
Yudhishthir. The lake there also came to be called Bhimtal after his
name. Bhimeshvar is installed on the bank of Bhimtal. The temple
of Chitreshvar Mahadeo has been built by Vishvakarma on the
bank of river Gaula. Above Chitrashila to the west, on the peak of a
mountain there was the hermitage of sage Markandey. It has been
referred to in the 8th adhyaya of the 12th  skandh of
Shrimadbhagvat :

0 qETE SR e |
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60 ponds are said to exist in this pargana on account of which
it has been named Shashtikhata alias Chhakhata. It cannot be said
how many of these 60 ponds have dried up and buricd under
ground. The names of the ponds that still exist are: Maluatal,
Naukuchiyatal, Saptarshital, Nainital, Khurpatal, Kuhadiyatal,
Sukhatal, Sadiyatal and Nal-Damayantital. Out of thes¢ Nainital,
Bhimtal and Naukuchiyatal are big, as well as well-known. About
Nal-Damayantital there is a hearsay that when king Nala having lost
his whole property and kingdom was wandering in the forest, he
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came to this place also. He got nothing to cat here. He caught some
fish from the pond. When queen Damayanti, after applying salt,
turmeric powdcr, chilly and spices was ready to cook them in a
cauldron, all the fishes regained life at the touch of her hands in
which nectar existed and one by one they jumped into the pond.

When misfortune comes, it happens like this. Even the fishes
caught by Nal and cut 1o pieces jumped into the pond. These fishes
in respect of colour and form are somewhat red and broader
towards the tail and the mouth than others and so people regard
them to be made of cut-pieces. Since then the pond came to be
named Nal-Damayantital. Some images also have been recently
salvaged from here. '

Sage Garg practised penance on mountain Gagar. It is on this
account that in the Puranas it has been namcd as Gargachal,
Garggiri and Gargadri etc. Now in local dialect it is called Gagar.

Above Bhimtal, to the north, on the top of a mountain lives
serpent god Karkotak. It is said that the serpents of Mallachhakhata
were highly poisonous. But of these the beria serpent was most
dangerous. Men bitten by it, never survived. Once a fakir along with
his disciple passed through that way. The beria snake bit the
disciple. The fakir saved him by the power of his mantra. Then he
procured a kettle-drum and taking a bell and a flag in his hands and
reciting mantras and beating the kettle-drum said that as far as the
beat of the drum was heard, the poison of the snake would not
affect any body. Even now people believe in it. The sage also wrote
down the manrra on a stone.

In Balyadgaon of Patti Chhabbisdumola, present eastern
Chhakhata there was a fight between the zamindar of Sammal and
king Vimalchand. Pirasammal was the chief paik (warrior). The
place where Pirasammal and his rebel companions were killed by
the Chand king is still lying deserted. Except one expectant woman
all the Sammals were killed. The family again started from her. The
stone on which Pirasammal sat and carried on the state-business is
still famous. Their zamindari extended to a number of villages.

Across Gaula near Khedagaon there is a village Vijaypur on a
mountain peak. Here lay the fortress of King Vijaychand. Near it
lies the plain of Kalichaud. Broken images of goddess Kali are
found here. Possibly the Mughals and the Rohilas had broken them.
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In Ranibag there was the garden of Jiyarani, the mother of
Katyuri kings Dham Deo and Brahma Deo. It is said that she also
practised penance in a cave here. It is a sacred rirth (place of
pilgrimage) of the Katyuris. On Urrarayani hundreds of people
come here and observe wholenight jagaran (vigil) and uttering jay
Jiva (victory to Jiya) speak of her victory.

Above Kathgodam, to the west of Gulabghati, stands the
temple of Shitaladevi. During the Chand rule there was also a
market here named Shitalahat. In the middle flows a river. Across it
there cxisted the famous fortress of Batokhari which is now called
Badkhvad. [t was destroyed during the Gorkha rule. [tis said that from
this place right upto Kota there was a thick habitation of villages.
There is a popular proverb, ‘gz f§ Af1 FameT, FE & At &€

(Nali passed from hand to hand from that to Kota and Kota
to Hat). Ruined houses, mortars engraved on stone and the sings of
township are found at the foot of the mountain.

The vaishyas of Badaun had brought Shitaladevi [rom the
plains. These Sahas of Hat are the sahas of Chhakhata and reside in
village Dungsila. Villages Ranibag and Chaughanapata also belong
to these vaishyas. Also the Chakudayats of Balyuti are the
Chakudayats ol Shitalahat. In village Dungsila, Bhimtal, stands the
temple of king Bhishm Chand. Now hc is regarded as bhumiyan
(protector of the land).

In this mountainous region the following three towns are
worth-description (i) Nainital (2) Bhavali and (3) Bhimtal.

23. Nainital

This township was founded by the English. It started coming
into existence since 1841. Previously it was a forest. Only in the
temple of Nainadevi a fair was held. In 1841 Mr Baron, an officer of
Roza Wine Factory, saw it. Mr. Traill, the second commissioner of
Kumaun, had also seen it earlier. Mr. Baron in his book ‘Himmala’
has written that Narsingh, a thokdar of that place regarding Nainital
as a sacred place, did not want to give it to the English. But they got
him seated in their boat and asked him to sign in their note-book
that he had no right in respect of Nainital, otherwise they would
drown him. Out of fear Narsingh put down his signature. Many
people were standing on the bank of the lake. They looked at the
script in the note-book with surprise. Later on this very thokdar
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Narsingh was appointed the parwari of Nainital on a monthly salary
of Rs. 5/-. In 1841 Nainital began to be set up. The Commissioner,
Mr. Lushinton, built a bungalow. Among the Indians Lala Motiram
Sah was the first 10 build bungalows there. Then the land was sold
@ 12 annas per acre.

Since 1857 the provincial governor started living here. In 1862
his bungalow was built near the Ramsay hospital. Later on from
1879 10 1895 the governor’s house was located in St. Loo. In 1885
owing to the emergence of crevices the bungalow was deemed to be
dangerous. So the governor stayed at Sherwood. In 1900 the present
new palatial bungalow was built. Among the governors H.E. Lord
Drummond was the first to occupy this. In 1865 he had built his
own bungalow at Sher ka Danda. In 1879 he sold it and went away.
In this bungalow the following governors lived on rent :

(2) Sir William Muir (3) Sir John Strachey (4) Sir George Cooper.
He built a bungalow in St. Loo. In it after him lived the following
Governors : (5) Sir Allred Loyall (6) Sir Auckland Calvin (7) Sir
Charles Crosthwait (8) Sir Antony Macdonell etc.

In 1895 this bungalow was abandoned. From 1895 to 1900 he
lived in Sherwood House.

In 1900 a ncw bunglaow was built. Sir Antony Macdonell
resided in it. After him the following governors lived there : (9) Sir
James La Toucha (10) Sir John Hewat (11) Sir James Meston (12)
Sir Haraourt Butler (13) Sir William Marris( 14) Sir Alexander
Muddiman (15) Sir Malcom Hailey (16) Sir Harry Haig.

We have not given the names of temporary governors but it is
essential to mention the name of Sir Saiyad Ahmad Khan (the
nawab of Chhatari), as among the Indian residents of the province,
he was the first to be appointed as the governor after the dcath of
Sir Alexander and remained on the post from April 1933 to the end
of the year.

When in 1880 the former assembly room was pressed down in
a land-slide, the second assembly room (nachghar) was built in
1881. But when it caught fire and was burnt down in 1930, the
present assembly room was built in 1932 at the cost of Rs. 188000/-.
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Ramsay hospital was built in 1892 and Crosthwaite Hospital in
1869. Both of them were built by subscription. In 1880 it rained
more than 150". There was land-slide. Many houses were pressed
down and many persons were Killed. Since then (o save it from
breaking, drains have been made at diflferent places in the
mountain. The octroi board was established in 1845. Then its
income was about Rs. 800-900. Now in 1932 it is Rs. 505124/-. The
first committee was chaired by General Richards and Lushington,
Arnold, Capt. Wah and Capt. Barron were its members. From 1919
the work of electrification began and on Sept. 1, 1922 there was
electric light in the town. In 1842 there were in all 40 bungalows
and houses which by 1927 rose to as follows ; 396 bungalows and
290 houses in the Mallital market and 279 houses in Tallital. Till
now no non-government chairman of the Nainital board had been
appointed. Till 1934 the Divisional Commissioner used to be its
chairman. Since 1934 provision has been made to appoint a
nominated chairman. The first bungalow was built by Mr. Barron in
1841. It is named Pilgrim Lodge.

Educational institutions: First of all in about 1850 the missionarics
opened a Mission School with less than 50 students. In 1904 it was
named Humphrey High School. In 1925 government purchased the
school building at Rs. 75000/- and ran the school till 1927. In 1928
late Danvir Lala Chetram Sah Thulgharia donated a sum of
Rs. 50,000/-. So from October 1928 it was named Chetram High
School. A committee looked after its management. In 1923 the
number of students was 96 and in 1933 it rose to 283.

Government school —The present government school was taken
over by the government in 1910. Its foundation was laid in 1899.
The founders were Babu Kristodas and Pt. Vachaspati Pant, an
advocate. Formerly the school was called Diamond Jubilee School.
The present building was built in 1924. On August 1, 1910 the
number of students was 106. In September 1933, 289 students got
their education in it.

There are three girls’ schools here : (1) Model Girls School
(2) Mission Lady School and (3) Bhavani Kanya Pathshala.

In 1928 the octroi board made education compulsary for boys
It runs these schools at its own cost.
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Name of Schools No. of Students
Municipal Primary School, Mallital 350
» » . Tallital 250
» 1 ,» Babrolia (for Harijans ?) 60

Besides, the octroi board gives a subsidy of Rs. 400/- to Chetram
Sah High School and Rs. 150/- to Mission Girls’ School.

Here there are a number of English schools also :

1.  Diaoceasan School built in 1869
2. Phlander Smith School " 1855
3. Oak Openins School . ‘ 1885
4.  St. Joseph’s College ” 1888
English Girls’ Schools
1. Diaoceasan Girls’ School built in 1874
2. St. Mary Convent, Ramney Park ,, 1878
3. Wellesley Girls’ School w o e

In these schools Europeans and kiranis read. Now such Indian
boys also as have recommendations and have adopted English ways
of life can read here.

Nainital is a good township. Besides the offices of the
governor, commissioner, deputy commissioner, forest officers and
police officers, there are big military offices. In Kailakhan there is
also a small cantonment. Along the lake there are beautiful roads.
Mr. Barron writes that the temple of Nainadevi was first located
near Tallital dant where now the post office exists. Later on it was
built near the present Boat House. But when it was pressed
underground Lala Motiram Sah rebuilt it in 1880 at the present
place.

The lake is 1567 yards long and 506 wide. Jt is deepest i.e. 93
near Pashandevi. It is located at a height of 6350 .

The height of the neighbouring mountgins is as fojlows:
Ayarpata 7689 , Devpata, 7989 , Hanibani 7153 , Chjina 8568 , Alma
7980, Ladiya Kanta 8144 and Sher ka Danda 7869 .
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Big hotels, both English and Indian, exist here. The scenes of
this place are highly beautiful. From China peak are scen places
and mountains lying at long distances. In Mallital there are good
flats for sports. At night owing to the glare of the lake in the electric
light Nainital looks like Indrapuri.

24(a) Bhavali

It is a new township. In 1885 the bungalow of the police
superintendent was built here. Since the opening of a sanitarium
here in 1912 the township has made a good progress. Establishment
of the turpentine factory in 1895 resulted in hustle and bustle here.
But owing to its transfer of Collectorganj to Bareilly in 1918, this
town lost its glamour. Formerly Mr. Mullin and Mr. Newton had
planted tea and fruit gardens here. Till 1917 it was under Bhimtal
notified area, but since 1923 it has been made a separatc notified
area. Here there is a military camp also. In addition to shop-
keepers and bungalow-owners, mostly the T.B. patients live here.
Among the Indian sanitariums this sanitarium is the biggest and
widely known. At some distance from Bhavali, ahead of Gethiya
another sanitarium named Hillcrest has been built.

24(b) Bhimtal

Since the time of the Chand rulers there has grown a good
township here. Later on a few t¢a-gardens were also planted.
The lake is at the height of 4500. Owing to the movement of
motor-vehicles the beauty of this place has been spoiled. This lake
has a strong barrage which irrigates Bhavar. On the bank of the lake
stands the temple of Bhimeshvar Mahadev built by king
Bajabahadur Chand. At present in Bhimtal, there is the summer
palace of Maharaja of Jind and also a number of bungalows. Tallital
and Mallital markets, a middle school, a police station, a hospital
and a post and telegraph office also are there.

Other townships—There is a small market in Garampai, Jyolikot
and Bhumiyandhar are small townships. In Birbhatti there was a
good habitation but as a result of land-slide it has been deserted
and the distillery also has been closed down. Ramgarh is famous for
its fruits and its pure and healthful climate during summers. It is a
lovely place. Shri Narayan Swami has founded Aryasamaj here.

Mukteshvar —Also called Moteshvar is situated in a mountain 7500
high. It is 23 miles away from Nainital and 14 miles from Almora.

»
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Here there is a famous laboratory in which blood of animals is first
purificd and then medicines are prepared from it. It was established
here in 1893. Now there is a small but good township here. The
placc is beautiful. There are big buildings here.

25. Kotoli

This pargana is now a small parri. Here stands a big mountain
named Kaligad. There is river Karatiyagad and also other rivulets.
Kumareshvar Mahadeco is also enshrined here.

Mcn of Jina caste of this parri have been famous soldiers.
Negis ctc. having come from elsewhere have settled down here. The
whole of this parri has been offered by the Gorkhas in gunth to
Badrinath. The company government also maintained it. By its
income travcllers are lodged and fed. In this pargana there was the
fort of Kotoligarh and the Khas king of this place had fought
bravely against the Chands but was killed and the pargana passed
under the Chands.

26. Mahrudi

It also is a small parri. Villages are sparsely located because
this parti was constituted by taking 2-4 villages from the
neighbouring parganas. Its boundary is co-terminous with Kali
Kumaun. The Villages of this parri are located in several places in
Dola ka Danda, Gagar, Banani and Kaligad ka Danda.

Here serpent god is worshipped. There are huge caves of
stones where these gods are installed.

The fort named Mahrudikot was located here. A petty king of
this parri also fought against the Chands but was killed and Mahrudi
passed into the hands of Chand kings. This parri had been offcred by
the Gorkha government to the temple of Kedarnath in gunrh to
meet the lodging and fooding expenses of the pilgrims to Kedarnath
from its income. The English Government also endorsed it.

27. Tarai Bhavar

Boundary—In the east towards Tanakpur flows river Sharada alias
Sarayu which separates it from Nepal. In the west lies the region of
Laldhang and river Fika flows in the middle of Garhwal Bhavar and
Kumaun Bhavar. On this side some parts of Bijnaur and
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Moradabad exist. In the south lie the districts of Moradabad,
Rampur, Bareilly and Pilibhit. In this north stands the mountain
ranges of Kumaun.

Rivers—Fika, Tumadiya, Natthavali, Dhela, Koshi, Ghugha, Dabka,
Bor, Nihal, Bhakada, Dhimari, Baigul (western) Gaula, Dhaura,
Baigul (eastern), Kailas, Deva, Khakara, Lohia, Jagbudha and
Sharada. Except Dhela and Deva all have bridges. On Koshi and
Gaula there are big rail bridges. On Sharada near Banbasa there is a
big dam over which there is a bi-laned bridge. It is a beautiful
example of architectural excellence. Near Kathgodam, Hardinge
bridge over river Gaula, is worth seeing. It is made of cement and
concrete. Under it a canal flows and across it pedestrians pass.

District Nainital is divided into three physical parts :

(1) Hilly region—This consists of the parganas of Pahad
Chhakhata, Dhaniyankot, Pahad Kota, Kotauli, Rau, Chaubhensi,
Mahrudhi and Dhyanirau.

(2) Bhavari region—It includes the parganas of Bhavar Kota,
Chhakhata Bhavar, Chilkiya and Chaubhensi Bhavar.

(3) Tarai region—Kashipur, Bazpur, Gadarpur, Rudrapur,
Kichhaha (Kilpuri), Nanakmata and Bilari are its constituent
parganas. |

After the low land of Tarai and the waterless and sandy tract of
Bhavar begins the hilly region. The height of Bhavar is upto 1700".
Above it the region upto 2000-4000 has a type of Bhavari climate.
Generally the same type of vegetation grows here. Above 4000i-
5000y vegetation again changes. From here pine and banjh trees
begin to be seen. These un-ending mountain ranges-somewhere
high, somewhere low and full of many valleys, caves and caverns and
natural scenes—continue upto the mountain Himalaya. At the root
of the mountain lies Bhavar. Here also at places villages called Kore
are located on small and high hillocks. The plain land is called
Bhavar. It is higher than Tarai and extends from Ramnagar to
Tanakpur. For centuries clay and stones flowing down from the
mountains have been coming to the plains and dumped by rivers
here and there. Rivers also frequently change their course or span.
All over Bhavar round and big pieces of stone are found here and
there which clearly indicates that these pieces of stone must have
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come rolling down the river. In Bhavar layers of clay and sand are
found one upon the other. Water is not available here. When dug
deep it comes out anyhow. It is a dry land. Sometimes all the rivers
disappear here and re-appear downwards in Tarai. This tract of land
is full of forests of big trees and thick bushes but grass like that in
Tarai does not grow herc. Height of the region of Bhavar is upto
12007 10 18004 Here cultivation is done by cutting down forests and
taking out big canals from rivers. Cultivation is good but for a long
time lintana grass or kuri has been troubling the farmers.
Mr. Haulambari had brought it from Africa {or the fencing of his
gardens. Now it has spread all over. Even by cutting or burning, it is
not destroyed. A long grass named Bhavad of which paper is made,
is produced here. On this account this region came 10 be named
Bhavar.

28. Tarai

After Bhavar lies the region of Tarai. It is dcrived in two
ways—Hindi ‘tar’ i.e. low = Tarai or Urdu Tari + ai = Tarai. Here
water hidden beneath stony and sandy surface comes out
automatically. It is from 700" to 795" in height. Water is found in
abundancc here. At places water comes forth in the form of springs
called Jhante. On dugging 5-7 cubit decp water comes out. At places
wells get filled up to their brim in the rainy season. Oil like moss
remains set on water. Long grass and bushes of cane are found here
in abundance. There is profuse vcgetation here. Here it is acute
cold in winters and acute heat in summers. Days are hot but nights
cool. Mosquitoes which cause malaria are found in good number
here. Hands and fect become lean, belly swells and spleen is
enlarged. Only the Thadus and the Boksas have been anyhow able
to overcome the bad climate of this place. They alone are the oldest
and stout farmers of this place.

29. Townships of Bhavar

Ramnagar, Kota, Kaladhungi, Haldwani, Kathgodam,
Chorgalliya and Tanakpur are the famous markets of Bhavar.

Ramnagar—Formerly the habitation was located in Chilkiva but
later on after the name of Ramsay, Ramnagar was founded in 1850
on the bank of Koshi. It is a good trading centre. The scenes of this
place arc good. By taking out a canal from Koshi 5-7 miles of land
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All over Bhavar round and big pieces of stone are found here and
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come rolling down the river. In Bhavar layers of clay and sand are
{ound one upon the other. Water is not available here. When dug
decp it comes out anyhow. It is a dry land. Sometimes all the rivers
disappear herc and re-appear downwards in Tarai. This tract of land
is full of forests of big trees and thick bushes but grass like that in
Tarai does not grow herc. Height of the region of Bhavar is upto
12007 to 1800 Here cultivation is done by cutting down forests and
taking out big canals from rivers. Cultivation is good but for a long
time lintana grass or kuri has been troubling the farmers.
Mr. Haulambari had brought it from Africa for the fencing of his
gardens. Now it has spread all over. Even by cutting or burning, it is
not destroyed. A long grass named Bhavad of which paper is made,
is produced here. On this account this region came to be named
Bhavar.

28. Tarai

After Bhavar lies the region of Tarai. It is derived in two
ways—Hindi ‘tar’ i.e. low = Tarai or Urdu Tari + ai = Tarai. Here
water hidden beneath stony and sandy surface comes out
automatically. Tt is from 700" to 795 in height. Water is found in
abundancc here. At places water comes forth in the form of springs
called Jhante. On dugging 5-7 cubit deep water comes out. At places
wells get filled up to their brim in the rainy season. Oil like moss
remains set on water. Long grass and bushes of cane are found here
in abundance. There is profuse vegetation here. Here it is acute
cold in winters and acute heat in summers. Days are hot but nights
cool. Mosquitoes which cause malaria are found in good number
here. Hands and fect become lean, belly swells and spleen is
enlarged. Only the Thadus and the Boksas have been anyhow able
to overcome the bad climate of this place. They alone are the oldest
and stout farmers of this place.

29. Townships of Bhavar

Ramnagar, Kota, Kaladhungi, Haldwani, Kathgodam,
Chorgalliya and Tanakpur are the famous markets of Bhavar.

Ramnagar—Formerly the habitation was located in Chilkiva but
later on after the name of Ramsay, Ramnagar was founded in 1850
on the bank of Koshi. It is a good trading centre. The scenes of this
place are good. By taking out a canal from Koshi 5-7 miles of land
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has been brought under cultivation. It has a police station, a small
tahsil, on octroi barrier, notified area, railways and a telegraph and
post office. Fruit and flower gardens specially of papaya, are found
here in abundance. It is located on a high mound. The scenes of the
rivers and forests look highly beautiful. From here a cart-road goces
to Ranikhet. It has a brisk business in wood. There is a forest office
also. The pilgrims to Badrinath return by it. It is the oldest route to
go to the mountains. The English army had reached Kumaun via
this very route.

30. Kota Bhavar or Pargana Kota

Boundary—Tarai in the south, Kaladhungi in the east, Dhaniyankot
in the north and Ramnagar in the west.

[t has two parts : (1) Pahad Kota and (2) Bhavar Kota. Pahad
Kota is almost cool. Earlier there was also a Chukam parti
consisting of 5-7 villages but now it is extinct. The big mountain
here is the series of Gagar itself. From this very mountain minor
and major rivers viz. Dabaka, Baur, Nahal, Bhakada, Chahal and
Kaligad, rise and flow across Yhe pargana.

Gods—SSiteshvar and Vameshvar are Mahadeo. Tit and Kalika are
goddesses. Siteshvar is also called Sitavani. It is said that in Treta,
Sita, the queen of Maharaj Ram Chandra, performed penance here.
This place is also called Valmiki Ashram. A fort named Parkot also
existed here. This pargana is more in length and less in breadth
because formerly many parts of the plains were included in it, but
during the last days of the Chand rule they were separated from it.
Hence it became more in length and less in breadth.

In these places diseases are frequent. Specially the hilly people
in these places lead a difficult life. In the days of kings the offender
who could settle down here was regarded as King’s own tenant and
was set free. To live in the bad climate of this place was in itself a
sufficient punishment. Formerly whosoever was awarded the
punishment of banishment was thrown into Bhavar.

Ncar Kota in Dhikuli are found a number of ancient
dilapidated and decayed ruins and also broken temples of gods.
There is a well also. Pcrhaps water was supplied to it by a gul
(canal). There are many brick-made buildings also. Now at these
places stand the trecs of sal, saj, kusum, harad, baheda and amala.
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Both the Katyuri and Chand kings used to come here during
winters to bask themselves in the sun. The palaces of the time of the
Chand kings now lie in ruins. Devipura named after Devi Chand
still exists. Temples also at this place are like those built by the
Katyuris, so it is clear that during the time of the Katyuri kings also
there was habitation here. At places there are found the remains of
ancient township. Formerly mainly Buksas lived here, now a
number of hill people also live here. Here grains are produced in
abundance. Wood of sal, shisham, kusum, abnus, papadi, haldu and
khair is sent to distant places. Mcdicines such as harad, baheda,
anvala, pipal, roli, chiraunji, chhail-chhabila, hansraj, kapur kachari,
chiravara are produced in the jungles and are exported to foreign
lands. Bengal tigers, deer, chital, stag, pig, nilgai, bear and bauns
etc. are found in abundance. Wild clephants are also frequently
seen.

In Siteshvar there was a gunrh of the time of the Chand kings
but now it is disputed by the forest department. Here the Ashok
trees are very beautiful. Hot water springs exist near Sitavani
temple. Here itsell therc are three forts which, after the names of
Ram, Laxman and Bharat, are respectively called Rampur,
Laxmanpur and Chaitan. Here there are the pine trees also. This
place is supposed to belong to the siddhas. The river that flows from
those springs was formerly named Kaligad and later on Chahal.
Lower down it is known as river Khichadi. With its water the
regions of Kyari, Pattapani, Gaibua and Bailpadav etc. are irrigated.

It is said that formerly Kamaula-Dhamaula also was the scat of
royalty. Ruined buildings are found here. Pcople say that while
ploughing the ficld asharfis were found. In Dechauri there was an
iron-mine and also a factory. From Chunakhan, high quality lime
was sent to foreign countries.

Kaladhungi—It is a small township. Formerly it was a rahsil. Before
the establishment of the railways, it was the public route for going
to Nainital from Moradabad. Tangas plied on it and there werc
resting places also.

Haldwani—It is the biggest among the markets of Bhavar. Now it is
the biggest town of Kumaun. In 1834 A.D. Mr. Traill founded it.
Formerly the township was located in Mota Haldu. First thatched
houses were built. Only from 1850 brick-houses began to be built.
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Now it is daily progressing. Railways, tclegraph and post offices and
schools also are there. During winters offices at Nainital are shifted
here. The population is over 12,000. From here lorrics ply to
Almora, Ranikhet, Nainital and Bhavali. Goods are sent o
Bhimtal, Mukteshvar and Ramgad on horse back. In winters this
place is, as it were, heaven. There is moderate cold here. Duce to
availability of tap-water many people live here even in rainy season.
Here there is an oil mill also. In 1884-86 Pt. Devidatt Joshi built the
Ramlila ground and temple with subscription. In samvar 1977 Lala
Chokhelal Murlidhar built a beautiful building in it. In 1901 Babu
Ramprasad Mukhtar (now Swami Ramanand) built Aryasamaj
building. Smt. Triveni Devi established Arya-anathalaya in samvar
198S. In samvar 1980 Chaudhary Kundan Lal Vcerma built the
beautiful building of Scvasamiti.

An English middle school was established in 1831 with a
donation from Lala Baburam. In 1885 Town Act was implemented
hcre. On February 1, 1897, Haldwani was declared a municipality
and in 1904 a notified area. In 1900-1901 its income was Rs. 10149/-,
now it is more than Rs. 40,000/-. In 1932 Pt. Beniram Pandce built
hecre the temple of Benirameshvar Shiva. In 1894 Bachi Gaud built
a dharmashala and in samvar 1952 a Parikrama (path round a
temple used for circumambulation) round and Ram temple. With
the efforts of Pt. Chhedilal Pujari and Pt. Ramdatt Jyotirved,
Sanatan Dharmasabha was [ounded in 1902. Haldwani is now
bigger even than Kashipur.

Kathgodam is the last railway station. Formerly it was called
Bamauri Ghata. Since the introduction of railways here, it came to
be called Kathgodam. Formerly there was an outpost of Kathbans
here. Owing to the existence of the godown of wood, it was called
Kathgodam. Rail service was started here on April 24, 1884.
Formerly it was terminated at Haldwani but later brought upto this
place. Now it is a small township. Tclegraph and post offices,
restaurants, rest houses and octroi barriers also exist here. It is a
part of Haldwani. Good breeze blows here. Therc is a big bridge on
river Gaula: It is made of cement and concrete and is 350 long and
has arches. Through it along with the road a canal also goes to
Bhavar across Gaula. It was built in 1913-14 and inaugurated by
Lord Hardinge. It is known after his name.

Chorgalya: Peoplc of Chaubhainsi of Bhavar live here. Here a canal
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has been taken out from Nandaur and the scenes also are very beauti-
ful. In winters there is good hustle and bustle herc. Formerly it was
the hiding place for thieves and so it has been pamed Chorgalya.

Tanakpur: 1t is a market on the bank of Sharada (Sarayu). In
winters many people live here but during summers ard rainy
seasons very few remain. There is 4 big cemented well having a big
pumping set to draw up drinking water. Across it is located
Brahmadco market of Nepal, founded by Brahmadeo Katyuri.
Formerly Brahmadeo Market was located 3 miles above Tanakpur
where after land-slide, the present Tanakpur was founded in 1880.
First its name was Grastinganj but it did not get popular. It lies on
the route to Kali Kumaun, Pithoragarh and Kailas. At a short
distance from herc lies the temple of goddess Punyagiri where in
winters a circulating hospital also works. There is & national
dispensary also. People here greatly suffer owing to crevices in the
canal. Brisk trade it carried on between this place and Nepal. There
is a rail line and also a market where Bhotias sell wool.
31. History of Tarai

A tract of Tarai on the bank of Sharada about 10-12 miles
wide, extends from Kashipur to Banbasa. Right from Kichhaha to
Banbasa mostly there are the settlement of Tharus. It is also called
Bilari. The main spots of this place are: Khatima, Banbasa,
Satarganj, Kichchhaha and Nanakmata. In Khatima there are a
market, a school and also a rahsil. A canal also goes there. In
Banbasa lies the source of Sharada canal. The bridge and the dam
on the canal are worth-seeing. Malaria is seen personified there.
Satarganj and Kichchhaha are the Head-quarters. In Nanakmata
there is a gurudvara of Sikhs. It is said that Guru Nanak had come
herc. Rudrapur and Bajpur are the towns founded respectively
during the times of kings Rudra Chand and Bajbahadur Chand.
Formerly there was a rahsil in Rudrapur. Here there are buildings
of the time of the Pandavas. There are high mounds and images
have also been unearthed. It is said that Yashodhar Joshi, a
Minister of Kumaun, was the founder of Jashpur. It is a small
township 85 miles away from Kashipur. In 1856 Town Act was
implemented here. Cloth is manufactured and work of good-
printing is also done here. Jashpur is not included in Tarai: its
climate is said to be good. It is a metalled region. In the days of
Akbar its name was Shahjagir.
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32. Kashipur

Kashipur is the most famous and the oldest town of the Tarai
region. The world renowned Chinese pilgrim Hicun-Tsang had
come here. Starting from Madipur he reached Govishan, a place at
a distance of 66 miles. It was 25 miles in circumference and was
located on a high and solid piece of land. It could be reached with
difficulty. The place was surrounded by gardens, tanks and
fishponds. There were two monasteries where 100 Buddhist monks
lived. There were also 30 Hindu temples. In a big monastery outside
the town there stood a 200 high srup built by Ashok. Here Lord
Buddha had delivered his religious sermon to the people. Here
there were also two small srups which contained nail and hair of
Lord Buddha. Bishop Hebar writes that Kashipur founded by God
5000 years back, was a famous Hindu place of pilgrimage. But this
statement is wrong because Kashinath Adhikari, King Devi Chand’s
governor of Tarai had founded it in 1778 after his own name. The
old fort is called Ujjain. Near it is Dronasagar, built earlier than the
fort. Even now it is called by that very name and pilgrims come
here. Pandavas had built it for their teacher Dronacharya. It is
about 600 rectangular. While going to Gangotri pilgrims come over
here. On its sides memorials of saris have been erected. The walls of
the fort ar¢ 30i high. Bricks used in them measure 15" x 10" x 2.5".
600i this sidc of the fort, stands the temple of Jvaladevi, also called
Ujjainidevi. A fair is held here in the month of Chaitra. There are
temples ol Bhuteshvar, Mukteshvar, Nagnath and Jageshvar which
were perhaps built later. There is also a mound named
Bhimgada which might be the ling (an idol of Shiva in the
form of a phallus) of Mahadeo. Here are seen the ruins of a
palace and also of 15 temples i.e. half the number mentioned
by Hieun-Tsang. The remains of big Buddhist srups are not
found except a 20 high mound of bricks near Jageshvar Mahadeo
which is certainly not like the big srups mentioned by Hieun-Tsang
and though it is similar to the Buddhist srups. Though Cunningham
could not find things exactly as mentioned by Hicun Tsang and how
could they be found after such a long time ? Yet in the above
investigation, he made on the basis of the writings of Hieun Tsang,
he admits that Govishan really existed on the spot where Kashipur
is now located. There Lord Buddha had come and delivered his
sermons.
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To the north of Govishan was located the state of Brahmpur.
It was perhaps the kingdom of the Katyuri kings. Hieun Tsang had
travelled upto Lakhanpur, the capital of Brahmpur, Hicun Tsang
came 10 India in the 6th Century and after staying for about 16
years returned to China in 645 A.D.

Jvaladevi of Kashipur is now called Balsundaridevi. Near it lies
the mound of Gusain. Even now there are a number of tanks and
gardens here. The population of this place was about 15,000 ; now it
is 12,000. It has 17 wards.

Among brahmins of Kurmachal, Pants, Pandes, Joshis, Bhatts
and Lohanis ctc. came from Kumaun and settled down here. They
were the functionaries of the Chands. Some of them were the
employeces of the family of King Lal Chand. Even now they occupy
respectable posts. Besides them, the Chaube family is a very old and
respectable family here. Also Khatri and Agrawal Vaishyas here are
rich and respectable. Kharris have monopoly over the cloth-trade.
Kartans also are rich and respectable.

In 1872 municipal board was established here. In 1915 Udayraj
Jagatlakshmi High School was founded. In establishing it
Jagatlakshmi donated Rs. 10000/- in cash and king Udayraj Singh
also donated a village. Citizens also gave subscription. In
establishing it Pt. Govind Vallabh Pant and Mukundram Joshi
made great efforts. There is also a town school within the municipal
boundary. There is compulsory education.

The date given by Cunningham is respect of its establishment
is wrong. It was founded afresh in 1639 by Shree Kashinath
Adhikari, the governor of the state of Kumaun. After him his son or
grandson Shri Shivnath Adhikari was its governor till 1744. In 1745
Pt. Shivdev Joshi built a fort in Kashipur and appointed Pt
Hariram Joshi as its lat (governor) and bakshi (commander-in-
chief). On his not discharging his duties properly, he appointed in
his place Shri Shiromani Das as its governor. After him his sons,
Nandram and Hargovind were successively appointed as governors.
They, betraying the king of Kumaun, made peace with the nawab of
Awadh. In 1814 when the English came here, king Shivial, the son
of Hargovind, was the ruler and zamindar of this place. He lived in a
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fort. He was killed during the mutiny. His queen, Bhavani,
performed sari. In her name there is a monastery, named
Ranibhavani Math. The ancestors of the kings of Kashipur formerly
lived in the fort of Rudrapur. In 1840 having acquired land from the
Pande zamindars they built a bungalow here. King Shivraj Singh has
been an illustrious man. Both among the subjects and the kings he
commandcd respect. He helped the English in the Mutiny of 1857
for which he got the title of C.I.LE. He was also a member of the
council of the Governor General. His palace was located near
Talkatora and his garden bchind the palace; both were worth
seeing. On Vijayadashami day his procession, like that of crowned
kings, was taken out. The Shivraj Sanskrit Pathshala of Almora
cstablished after his name still exits. The present hospital also has
been built by his generosity. Sri Gumani Pant, the famous poct of
Kurmachal was born at Kashipur. He has described Kashipur in a
highly pleasing languagc :
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33. History of Tarai

It is indisputable that the Katyuri kings had their jurisdiction
over Parai. Hicun Tsang has made a reference to the kingdom of
Govishan but has not written as to who ruled there, except this
much that the king resided on the mountain and his representative
or governor in Kashipur. Jagarias (a type of bards) say :

In this verse Brahm and Lakhanpur have been mentioned.
Brahmapur was the kingdom of the Katyuris and Lakhanpur was its
capital. This Lakhanpur may be identified with the Lakhanpur of
Pali Pachhaun. It lies to the north of Govishan (Kashipur). This
very thing has becn indicated in Hicun Tsang’s map. Lakhanpur was
the summer capital and Dhikuli, the winter capital. But nothing
more is known about these kings. In Nevill’s Gazerreer of Nainital it
is written, “At the time of the cstablishment of Muslim empire,
kings of Kumaun werc in independent possession of Tarai. They
were not sub-ordinate to any king of the plains. So it is doubtless
that Tarai was in the possession of the Katyuri kings.” Hilly people
since time immemorial have been, in winters, coming down (o Tarai
Bhavar which is mostly inhabited by them. During the days of
Katyuris, Tarai was thickly populated. Pillars and ruins of that time
are found in abundance. But thc detailed description of the
population of Tarai Bhavar is known 10 us since the 15th century.
In the 16th century there was a thick population here.

34. Kather alias Rohilkhand

History of Tarai has been available from Kather alias
Rohikhand. The former name of Rohilkhand was Kather. There
was a big forest and Ahirs lived there. Then the name of Bareilly was
Tappa Ahiran and Ahirs were its master. They were highly militant.
When Timur captured India he sent Khadga Singh and Raja Hari
Singh, the kings of Tirhut to crush them. These kings belonged o
Kather clan. So after their name this region came to be called
Kather or Kathaid. Later on, when the Rohilas arrived here it came
to be called Rohilkhand. Some ol the Kathers scitled down in
Puvayan, Kharal, Kath and Gola. The former name of
Shahjahanpur was Kath and Gola. Later on after the name of
Shahjahan it came to be called Shahjahanpur. Some of them settled
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down in Chaupala which after the namc of Murad, Shahjahan’s son,
came 10 be called Moradabad. The present Kathghar is another
form of Kather, because king Narpati Singh Katheria lived there.
Among Kathceri Rajputs there were two brothers—Basydeo and
Baraldco after whose joint name the town Bansbareilly was foundcd.
The capital of Katheri Rajputs was in Lakhnaur.

In 1380 Kathcria king Khadgu killed Sayyed Muhammad Din,
the nawab of Badaun. When Sultan Firoz Tughlag attacked him, he
fled to Tarai. There the Mahtas of Kumaun helped him. In 1418
Sultan Khizra Khan defeated king Hari Singh and drove him across
Ramganga but being afraid of hills he returned. So Katheria
Rajputs being oppressed by the Muslims of the (plains) wanted to
takce shelter in Tarai and started encroaching it. In 1367 king Garud
Jnanchand went to Dclhi court and told the Sultan that the Tarai
region sincc very long had been under the possession of the
Kumauni kings, so they should have their right intact over it. Sultan
accorded him a cordial welcome and granted him the rulership of
the region upto the Ganga.

A fcw days later the nawab of Sambal snatched away the lower
part of Bhavar but the brave commander Nilu Kathayat drove away
the Muslims from there. In 1489 king Kirti Chand built a fort near
Jaspur in the par¢ana of Kashipur and named it Kirtipur.

In 1568 Hussain Khan Tukaria, the nawab of Kath and Gola
capturcd Tarai Bhavar but did not enter the mountains. Then the
king of Kumaun was looked upon as very wealthy. As noted in
Ferista his kingdom cxtended from Tibet to Sambhal. Muslim
historians have addressed Tarai Bhavar as ‘Daman-Koh’ or
‘Daman-e-koh’. Tt is said that once Sultan Ibrahim, the commander
of Akbar’s army, had conquered it.

King Rudra Chand (samvar 1568-1597) raising an army of hill
people drove away the Muslims from Tarai and in 1588 went to
emperor Akbar and lodged a complaint about Tarai. The king
proved his valour in the battle of Nagaur and the Kumauni army
came out victorious. Therefore, Akbar again granted the firman of
the pargana of Tarai Bhavar to the king. This very king Rudra
Chand madc a permanent settlement in Tarai Bhavar and in about
1600 founded the town of Rudrapur.,
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In the Ain-i-Akbari, written by Abul Fazl, a courtier of
Empcror Akbar, the kingdom of Kumaun has been referred to as a
province. In it the hilly region was not included. It is not known
how Mr. Clay in his History of Nainital says that on account of
poverty the king of Kumaun was exempted from khiraj on the
mountain while the historians of the days of Emperor Akbar
himsclf always wrote that the king of Kumaun was quite wealthy. In
Ain-i-Akbari, the description of the state of Kumaun is given as
follows : "After the kingdom of Badaun comes the kingdom of
Kumaun. Pcrsian writers have written it as Kamayun, not as
Kumaun."

35. Sarkar (State) of Kumaun

(21 muhals)
Revenuce - 40437700 dams

(One dam was equal to 1/40 rupee; so at the present rate of
calculation the total revenue comes to Rs. 2021885.)

Adaun 400000 dam
Buksi and Buksa (two muhals) 400000 dam
Bastara 200000 dam
Panchotar 400000 dam
Bhikhandivar 200000 dam
Bhakti Bhuri 11000000 dam
Ratila 10025000 dam
Chataki 400000 dam
Jakaray 5000000 dam
Jayda 3000000 dam
Javan 250000 dam
Chaule of Chataki, Sehujpur, Gujarpur

Dvarakot, Mulvare 250000 dam
Malachaur, Sitachaur, Kamaus or Kamus 5037700 dam

This province besides the above revenue had to give 3000
sawars and 50000 foot-soldicrs.
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From this it appcars that then Kumaun—a sarkar of Akbar-
extended probably from Dehradun to the other side of Kali. Out of
these other muhals are in Pilibhit, Kheri, Bareilly, Rampur,
Moradabad, Bijnaur and Dchradun. Only these regions are said to
be in Kumaun.

1.  Buksi or Buksa—Its present name also is Buksad. The regions

of Rudrapur and Kilpuri are included in it.

Schujpur, Sahajgarh- present Jaspur.

Gujirpur - now Gadarpur.

Sitahur, Sitachaur, Malachaur - pcrhaps Kota.

Chhakhata, Chorgalya and other regions of (Bhavar. It is

possible then the name of Kota might have been Sitachaur or

Sitapur, which is now called Sitabani.

6.  Bhakti Bhuri—It may be baksi which was the former name of
Nanakmata.

7. Chauli or Chataki—It might be the name of Chinki which was
also called Sarbana.

8. Kamaus or Kamus—Dr. D. Pant writes : "The limits of
Akbar’s empire were on the north bounded by Mount Imans
(the Kumaun then spelt as Cumaunius®, The Commercial
Policy of Moguls, p.39.

The revenue of the regions of the present Kumaun included in
Akbar’s sarkar Kumaun, was about Rs. 173445/-

In the days of king Rudra Chand Tarai Bhavar was called
Chaurasimal or Naulakhiyamal as this tract has been accepted to be
84 kos from Sharada to Pilibhit and its revenue then was nine lacs
of rupees. The Naulakhiya Pandes of Patia were the cashiers of this
place, and so they were called Naulakhiya. The following were the
parganas of that time :

APl o

Then Now
Sahajgir or Sahajgarh Jaspur
Kilpuri Rudrapur
Buksad Rudrapur
Gadarpur . Gagarpur
Chinaki Bilari
Baksi Nanakmata
Mundia Bajpur
Kota In it the region of Kashipur was

also included.
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During the days of Bajbahadur Chand the region of Tarai
Bhavar was highly populated. Even the English writers accept that
from there actually Rs. 900000/- was collected in revenue.

In 1639 Kashinath Adhikari founded Kashipur. In 1651-52 the
Kathedias cncroached upon the villages of Tarai. In 1654 king
Bajbahadur Chand went to Shahjahan in Delhi. In 1654-55 he was
sent 1o the battle of Garhwal. For showing his valour there he was
awardcd the titles of ‘Bhadur’ and ‘Maharajadhiraj’ and received the
grant (sanad) of Chaurasimal. Though he was called the king of
Kumaun in firmans (royal edicts), he has generally been addressed
as zamindar. Then even great kings and sovercigns were addressed
as zamindars. King Bajbahadur Chand with the help of Rustam
Khan (foundcr of Moradabad) having driven away the Kathedias
from Tarai established his authority there and founded the town of
Bajpur which still exists. Later on, owing to the establishment of a
hospital here, it is also called Shafakhana. In the days of Bajbahadur
the rulers of Tarai Bhavar lived in Rudrapur and Bajpur during
winters and came over to Kota and Badakhedi in summers. But
Kota was the capital of the sovereign rulers. The police administra-
tion was in the hands of Hcdi and Mevati people. They were
Muslims and had come from Rajputana (Mcvatis might have been
the descendants of the present Mevas who in 1934 had mutinicd in
Alwar). King Udyot Chand planted mango orchards at many places
in Tarai. He took keen interest in cultivation there. The income
during the time of Raja Jagat Chand also was Rs. 900000/-.

In 1723 king Devi Chand founded the town of Devipur in Kota
and also built a palace there. After this Gaidaism and Joshism
started in Kumaun leading to the ruin of this region. In 1731 Man-
sur Ali Khzfn, the nawab of Awadh, captured the parganas of
Sarbana and Bilari. So Sarbana is now included in the district of the
Pilibhit. Pt. Shivdco Joshi was appointed the governor of Bhavar
and Pt. Ramdatt Adhikari that of Kota Bhavar. The Rohillas in 1743
occupied Kumaun and Bhavar for 7 months. They realised
Rs. 300000/- as punitive tax from the King and left therc after
looting temples and the public. In 1745 they again came the second
time but Shivdco drove away Rajib Khan, the Rohilla leader, near
the fort of Badakhoa. King Kalyan Chand taking along Shivdeo
went to the emperor of Delhi and was again granted the certificate
of restoration of Tarai Bhavar.
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Safdarjang, the nawab of Awadh, again seized the region of
Sarbana. Being wounded in the battle against Tceju Gaud
Chaklekar, Shivdev Joshi was kept imprisoned for one ycar in
Bangla (Faizabad). On the written rcquest of kKing Kalyan Chand to
the emperor, Shivdeo was released. He built forts in Rudrapur and
Kashipur in Tarai and appointed administrators there. The regions
of Sarbana, Bilari and Dhaner were given to the family of Badvayak
in zamindari and the Talladesh Bhavar was given to the Lulas.

In the days of king Dip Chand also Tarai was well populated.
In 1777 when king Dip Chand was killed, king Mohan Chand made
peace with Nandram, the governor of Kashipur. He established his
authority in Tarai. Nandram made (riends with the nawab of Awadh
and making him still the master of Tarai, kicked off the chhatra
(umbrella) of Kumaun. Till 1802 the nephews of Nandram were in
possession of Tarai. Later on the English occupied it. The region of
Bhavar always remained under the Kumaunis.

On the establishment of British rule the members of the family
of the Chands did not get the throne. Later on they claimed that
Tarai Bhavar was the ancestral estate of the Chands i.e. their
personal property. The government did not accept even this. The
family of king Lal Singh got 17 villages in Chanchat and some
zamindari in the regions of Rudrapur and Kilpuri, but on account of
mismanagement and non-payment of revenue the government
ordered them to exchange their state. The Gorkhas did not rule
long in Tarai. Though they held their authority in Bhavar, yet had
lost it in Tarai.

When Tarai Bhavar came under the jurisdiction of the
English, permanent settlement was made there. Indeed Mr. Ramsay
effected the renovation of Bhavar. All the roads, canals and lawns
were built in his days. The total management lay in his hands. He
managed it as his personal property. The account of income and
expenditure lay in his own hands, whatever was the saving he
deposited it in the treasury. He spent according to his sweet will.
Police, forest, sanitation, education, canal and agriculture--all was
under him. No work could be undertaken without his permission.
For 3 to 4 months in a year he lived in Bhavar.

First of all, the management of Tarai was undertaken by
Macdoncll, its first superintendent. He also enjoyed full rights. He
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is said to be the nephew of Mr. Ramsay. Later on there arose a
dispute between Ramsay and him. In Tarai even now the name of
Macdonell is taken with respect. He had great sympathy for
farmers, specially Tharus and Boksas. '

The first canal cngincer was Mr. Traill. Then the region of
Tarai was in Barcilly. The first engincer of Tarai Bhavar was Mr. W.
Crosswell.

In the days of the Chands it was a district which once was also
called Madhydcsh, Mal or Mathai ki Mal.

During the days of the English also once Tarai was a scparate
district but when the district Nainital was created, in 1891, Tarai
was converted into one of its parganas.

Formerly the eastern parganas of Tarai, Khatima and Bilari
ctc. were included in Pilibhit. The middle parganas of Kichhaha and
Kilpuri were included in Bareilly and the western parganas of
Kashipur and Jaspur etc. were included in Moradabad.

Till 1831 the English did not pay any particular attention to
Tarai. In 1831 Mr. Bolderson made a permanent settlement. Since
then attention is being paid to this region. In 1851 Capt. Jones
cffected reforms relating to canals. In 1861 Tarai was made an
indcpendent district. Later on in 1870 this region was included in
Kumaun.

36. Markets (painth)

In Tarai-Bhavar markets are held at many places. For cxample
in Bhavar.

Place Day
Haldwani - Tucsday
Chorgalya | Friday
Ramnagar Friday & Wcdnesday
Kaladhungi Friday
Bail Padev Thursday

Anvalakotl Saturday
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In Tarai

Place Day
Kichhaha Monday & Friday
Badha Sunday & Wednesday
Daravo Wednesday
Chakoti Tuesday
Badakaheda Sunday
Sakenian Wednesday
Shafakhana Monday
Sultanpur Wednesday
Satarganj Sunday & Thursday
Nanakmata Monday & Friday
Haldua Tuesday & Friday
Vijati Wednesday & Saturday
Khatima Tuesday & Friday
Majhaula Monday & Thursday
Kashipur Tucsday & Saturday
Raipur Kotari Saturday
Mcvakheda Sunday
Bhavara Thursday

37. Facts about Bhot

(1) Darma

The parris Vyans and Chaudans also are included in Darma.

The boundary of this pargana is as follows: In the east Kali Ganga,
mountains of village Tinkar, Palamjung, Chhavangaru, Kalipani
and Tara separate it from Nepal. In the south Askot and llangagad
separate it from Askot. In the west lics the pargana of Johar. In the
north, Navedanda and Lipudanda separate it from Tibet.

Panchchuli, Paljung, Tara, Lipu, Langa, Tinkar, Marmandhura
and Nirpaniyan, are the mountain ranges.

Dauli, Rama, Nyaula, Galachhya, Sobala, Jyunti, Galagad and
Kali are the rivers.

(2) Vyvans

The boundary of this pari is co-tcrminus with Takalakhal of
Tibct or Hundesh. The names of the bordering mountains are
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Lipudhura, where Mahadeo Lipish is installed and (2) Taradhura
where Tarakalay Shiva is installed. To the north of these mountains
lie the mines of hararal, (yellow orpiment) suhaga (borax) and salt.
It is said that a gold-mine also exists on that side. These mines are
said to be in the possession of the Tibet government. Below the
Tara mountain is located village Kalipani. In it there is Shyama
Kund from which rises river Kali. On the bank of this very Kund
sage Vyas had practised penance and so this parri has been named
Vyas. From the mountain Mangshyang, above village Kuti, rises
river Shyama. Shyama and Kali join e¢ach other near the villages of
Gunji and Kava. Till V'yans was not included in Kumaun, its people
o bask themsclves in the sun used to come Chaundans. The budhas
of Chauhans dcposited Rs. 1700/- in the treasury of the Chand kings
as a fee for sun basking. They were prohibited to come down 1o
Gallagad, without taking prior permission. Between Vyans and
Darma lics the bordering mountain Jyolanka. Abovc it is situated
Lipidhura. The people of Vyans say that when it does not rain in
their country they drop sarru in Shyama Kund. Regarding the sattu
as defiled the Ganga pours down the rains to wash it away. Even
now pcoplc there do so.

(3) Chaudans

In this parri Chaturdanstra Shiva is installed and so it is called
Chaudans. Here the Bhotias of Hyanki family live. They say that
formerly Chaudans was quite deserted. A man came down {rom the
sky and inhabited it. The progency of the man greatly grew in
number. For many generations milk, instead of blood, issued forth
from the wounds on his body but later on blood issued forth.
Hyankis rcgard themselves as the descendants of the man landing
from the sky.

Between Darma and Johar lies Panchchuli, a mountain covered
with snow. All its five peaks are visible from a great distance. They
are said to be the five chulis (kitchens) of the Pandavas.

On their other side i.e. in Johar parri there are the two villages
of Atasi and Balanti. It is said that formerly these villages were inside
the pass (ghat) of Sunpati Sauka of Darma. Pcople passed through
it, while going from Johar to Tibet via village Shibu of Darma after
crossing the mountains of Atasi and Balanti but now it lics covered
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with snow. When it was open, it is said, it made the distance so short
that a dog could reach the village Shibu friom Atasi and Balanti
with hot brcad in his mouth. From here emerge three currents—
Nyave, Shibu and Panchachuli, which are famous as Dhauli Ganga.

Gods—Gabila, Chhipula and Hardyol are village-dcities. They
are worshipped thrice in the months of kartik, bhadon and jerh.
Bhotia malcs, old women and girls go to worship them. Young
ladies are not allowed to go therc. In worship goats are killed and
jvann (a type of wine) is offered and they prepare cakes and rice to
eat. Having taken meat, cakes and ricc and drunk wine they
vigorously dance. The people of Vyans and Chaudans also worship
Gabila and Chhipula in the like manner.

Trade and Commerce: The people of this place have been, for
centuries, carrying on trade with the people of the Hundesh.
Taklakot, Kardabhkot, Darchan and Garhtok are the trading
markets. The biggest market is Garhtok. It is customary that the
particular Bhotia whose brokerage has been settled with a
particular Huna shall carry on his dealing with that Huna only; it
was not possible to carry it on with others. If any thing was done
against the custom, a suit was filed in the court of that region where
the dispute had arisen. The older wholesaler got the decree in his
favour. The agency was treated to be so permanent that Bhotias
could even scll their agency to others who later on carried on
business with him. Before business transactions start between the
Huns and the Bhotias, they eat and drink together without any
reservation. But in their talks with the Kumaunis, they regard
themselves superior to the Huns. Business in animals such as goats
and jhupus is carried on.

Only kharif crop is produced as at the time of rabi the land
remains covered with snow. It snows heavily during winters. Rivers
get frozen and the sound of their flow, which in summers and rainy
seasons is heard upto miles, is not heard at all. When snow melts
during summers big crevices are formed in which pedestrians often
fall. So to save themselves they tie in their waist a wooden rod
slantignly so that if they happen to fall, they might get stuck with its
help. To save their eyes from the dazzle of the snow they prepare
spectacles (mungaras) with the hair of chowry cows. In spite of the
existence of so big a mountain of snow and also being the store-



Geographical and Historical Description 53

house of the water of the whole of northern India, there is a peak of
mountain here where there is no trace of water. It is called
Nirpaniyan Dhura. While crossing it, as in Marwar, one has to carry
water with him. The roads here are inaccessible. At places they have
been constructed by cutling the mountains. They deserve
appreciation who going through such difficult paths carry on the
tradc. At places gold is taken out by washing the soil at the banks of
the rivers of this pargana. In this pargana mansi, katuki, atis,
Jahar, ganthvala, dolu alias khetchini, jambu and gandrayani are
produced in abundance. Both the wild and domesticated animals
like musk deer, chowry cows, jhupu, sheep and goats are found
here. The birds like dafia, munala and lungi etc. are quite beautiful
to look at.

From here a road gocs to Kailas and Mansarovar. People gene-
rally go there in the company of the Bhotias who accord warm
welcome to the pilgrims. Garvyang is the last English township in
this pass.

(4) Jivar alias Johar

This pargana, {ull of beautiful, wild and dreadful scenes, also is
contiguous with the Himalaya. In the north sky-scraping mountain
ranges of the Himalaya separate it from Tibet. In its west lies
Garhwal, in the east Darma and in the south Danpur and Sira.
There are three pattis--Malla Johar, Talla Johar and Goriphat. The
people of these pariis are said to belong to different castes.
Formerly the two patris probably might have been one, but during
the Chand rule they were united into one parti. Joharis regard their
country 10 be very great. They hold a story, “‘3yen TOR, JEN FAR |
(i.e. in half the space God has located the villages of Munsyar or
Johar and in the other half the rest of the world). To the side of the
river Gori lies a snow-covered mountain which in the Purans is
named as Jivar. On this account this pargana has been named Johar.

The names of the mountains here are: Untadhura, Lasardhura,
Kolkang Dhura, Syangbil, Rogas, Bati ka Dhura, Khuniyan Dhura,
Kalachhap, Shukadhura, Gufdhura, Mahanfaila, Nandadevi,
Salangdanda, Barjikang, Lahachhu, Sankhdura, Bankatiya, Tirsul,
Murchdanda, Kharsa, Hardeval and Hansaling. These big
mountains always remain covered with snow. A number of big
rivers of India have their sources here.
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Rivers: Rivers rise from the gala (glaciers) of every mountain.
The river is named after the name of the village through which it
flows. The river flowing bclow the village Pachhu is called
Pachhuganga. Among all these rivers Gori-ganga is most famous
and all the rivers of Johar fall into it. This river joins Kali below
Askot. In Purans it is named Gauri and is said to rise from the
mountain Jivar. The names of the minor rivers are: Gunkha,
Pachhuganga, Burfuganga, Bilajuganga, Martoliganga, Bogdyar,
Laspaganga, Ralam, Radgadigad and Jamighat ctc.

THE ANCIENT HISTORY OF JOHAR

Heresays prevalent regarding the establishment of Johar are
quite interesting as well as surprising. These days no body even
believes in such stories, but they have been referred to both by
Mr. Atkinson and Pt. Rudradatt Pant, so we are narrating them
here.

The story of Haldua and Pingalua: In Johar there goes a
hearsay that formerly people of two factions lived here. The leader
of one faction was Haldua and that of the other Pingalua. There was
hair not only on the whole body of these two leaders and their
descendants but also on their tongues. It is said that Malla Johar
parti was divided half and half between these two leaders. The land
above village (mauja) Mapa lay in the share of Haldua and the land
below Mapa upto Lasapa in that of Pingalua. Then the pass (ghata)
of Johar was not open. So no mutual commercial transactions were
carried on between the Hunias (Lamas) and Haldua and Pingalua.
They lived on the cultivation of Chaulai and fafar. Then a bird was
born from the mountain, the source of river Gori. His wings were so
big that when it flew over the river they at a place situated below
village Lasapa, where the valley is narrow, used to get stuck there.
So the bird from there returned upwards. It devoured men. It
started devouring the children of Haldua and Pingalua and in the
end devoured both the leaders also. Those days across Johar there
lived a Shakiya Lama in Hundesh in a cave named Lapthil. In
Hundesh Lama means a saint or a sage. This Lama daily in the
morning came flying to Lapthil from his cave and throughout the
day sang the prayers of god and returned to his cave in the evening.
There lived a man in his service. One day being pleased with him
Lama said to him, "You go to Johar in the South, there a bird has
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devoured all the men of the place, you kill it and inhabitate the
country," again; I am giving you a bow and an arrow and also a
guide. The guide may adopt any form but you should neither be
nervous nor leave his company.” Then the Lama deputed a disciple
to accompany the servant. In front proceeded the disciple and the
servant with bow and arrow, followed him. After covering a short
distance thc disciple turned into a dog and the place was named
Khingaru. When the man went further with the dog, the latter
became a dolrhang (stag) and the place was named Dolthang. When
he followed the stag for some distance more it changed into a
ropidhu (bear) and so the place was named Topidhung. The bear
going a bit further adopted the form of a camel and so the place was
named Untta or Untadhura. Later on going ahcad it became a dung
(tiger) and so the place was named Dung Udyar. At last the tiger on
coming to the land of Haldua and Pingalua turned into samgau
(harc) and disappeared. Till now that place is called Samgau. The
man found every thing there but no human being, except heaps of
human bones. Then he remembered the bird. When out of fear, he
began to enter into a house he saw an old lady who had hair on her
whole body. When asked shc told him the whole story of Haldua
and Pingalua. She said "Today is my turn, tomorrow you will be the
victim, why have you come here to lose your life unnccessarily ?*
Then the man told her all about Shakiya Lama and showing the
bow and arrow said that he would kill the bird. When asked about
Johar the old woman said, "Things like chua, fafar, and lai are
produced here. Utensils, houses and all other things are available
but there is no salt here." In the meantime the bird came with great
gusto and carried away the old lady. As soon as it tore open her
chest with its bcak, the man killed it with his arrow. Then he
kindled a fire at a place and said that if it kept burning till he came
back thc place would prove fruitful for him, otherwise not. He
himself went back to cnquire from Lama about salt who said to him
"There are a number of salt-mines there but they lie far off for you.
I am producing salt in Lapthil itsclf." Later on the Lama fetched a
little salt and sowed it there. It is said that since then sora (soda)
like salt, which animals lick, is always seen there. It is said since
then the Lama did not fly out from his cave. Miraculous power,
achieved through hard labour penance, comes (o an end by showing
miracles without divine permission. On account ol doing the above
act, the power of the Lama had come to an end.
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When the Shakiya Lama had entered into the cave, the man
came via Untadhura to the place where after killing the bird, he had
kindled the fire. He found the fire burning. He collected people
from hithcer and thither and scttling them there introduced the
worship of Shakiya Lama which continues ¢ven now. Since then
these people are called Shauka. Among his descendants was born a
brave man, Sunpati Shauka. Hc inhabited the region ncar
Mandakini and opened up trade-routes. People say that none of his
descendants survive now. These events took place before the days of
the Katvuri kings.

When the line of the descendants of Sunpati came to an end,
Johar was again desertcd and the Tibetan passes closed down. Then
the progenitor of the Milamvals came to Johar from the side of the
Hundesh. It is described as follows: a certain Rajput came from the
west and ook service under the Garhwal king. He belonged to
Ravat community. He got Jolagaon, in the pargana of Badhan, in
Jagir. There his progeny increased. One of their branches Icft village
Gaula and for some years resided in Neti. Those days a king of
Solar dynasty ruled at Garhtok in Hundesh. A Ravat was appointed
under him as a servant. One day the Ravat while on hunting
pursued an animal but it, when passing via Untadhura, became
invisible ncar the confluence of rivers Gori and Gunkha. The Ravat
being disappointed sat down there. Since then the place came to be
known as Midum (mi=man+Dum=tired). Now it is callcd Milam
and the residents of that place are called Milamval.

Ravat on his return to Gadhatok told every thing to the king.
The king asked him to go and inhabitate the place and open up the
roads and then he would get Chhonkal (tax) from the traders and
wine to drink, food to eat and all other things for mailing and
conveyance would be provided by the state. Ravat did everything
accordingly. He himself settled down in Milam and rehabilated
others such as Burfal, Jangpangi, Birjval and Mapal etc. in other
villages. He also opened up trade routes for which till now they get
commission from Tibet. Joharis also give food and wine etc. to an
officer or a Huniya coming from the Hundesh and also pay some
amount by way of revenue to the Huniya kings. The Joharis had to
submit also a muchalka (agreement) in the Tibetan court. When
the representatives of the Tibetan king came to Milam, they asked
these questions:
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1. Is there or not any disease in Johar ?
2. Is there or not any war from the side of an enemy ?
3. Is there prosperity or famine ?

Correct answers to them were to be given. If a Johari practised
deceit in giving answers he was punished. The agreement is called
gamagiya. In it a stone is broken into two pieces and after weighing
each of them is wrapped in a paper and is signed and sealed. One
piece remains with the Joharis and the other with the Huniyas. On
acting against the agreement the defaulter had to deposit as fine,
gold weighing equal to the stone.

These things are of 1835. From the manuscript of the
autobiography of Nain Singh Pandit C.ILE. written in 1883 we
publish the following facts :

“The Milamvals have originated from the Kshatriyas of Panvar
family of Dhara. When the Panvar family expanded some of them
went to Butaulgarh near Haridvar and come to be called Butaula
Ravats. Some of them came and settled down in villages (maujas)
Jvala and Solan, in the pargana Badhana of Garhwal. From them
Dham Singh Ravat and Hiru Ravat came on a pilgrimage to
Badrinath. Hiru Ravat settled down at Painkhand in district
Garhwal. Dham  Singh was appointed Commandcr under
Botchhyogal, king of Garhtok. He defeated Lachhakhis and drove
them out from the regions of Angari Kursam. For this great service
king Botchhyogal authorised Dham Singh Ravat to realise taxes
like thaptang, raul.and chhaunkal etc. from villages Dongapu, Dava,
Khinglung and Dokthol etc. In Tibetan Thoptang means khana and
bardaish. Taul means giving horses free of charge for the work of
the state. Chhaunkal is the commission that a loyal government
servant gets from the taxes on trade. From all these Dham Singh
Ravat had a good income. Later on under the orders of the king hc
came to village Milam on this side of the Himalaya and settled
down there. Then only three villages in Johar were
inhabitated—Burfal Jangpangi in Burfu, Lvanl in Lvan, Ralamval
in Ralam. There was neither so much trade nor so many sheep and
goats. People came to Askot and took ears of paddy and showing
them to women said that they had visited the Mal (plains). People
there were simple and upright. Marriages of young boys and girls
were not preformed. When they on attaining youth, stayed together
and got intimate with each other, they were married.
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The Charakhmiyan Jangpangis of village Burfu say that they
are Nagvanshis. The ancestor of Jangpangi Burfals was Galiya Kala.
His wifc along with her two sons lived in Gvad at the upper end of
river Burf. Accidently a serpent happcned to come there. It is said
that by the powers of his vision a son was born to the woman.

In the days of Vikram, the Shakas of the country of Tatar
invaded this country. King Vikramaditya defeated them and thus
came to be called Shakari. These Shakas worshipped serpent which
was their royal and religious symbol. It is possible that a certain
man from these Nagvanshi Shakas had established nivog or married
the wife of Galiya Kala. Before the arrival of Dham Singh to Johar
its population was quite thin. After Milam villages Bilju, Mapa and
Martoli were inhabited.

In the beginning trade also was very little. People carried
grains loaded on only a few sheep and goats and sold them in
villages Khinglung, Dongpu etc. of Hundesh and in exchange
brought gold and wool. One tenth part of the trade-proceeds was to
be given to the ruler of Tibet. Dham Singh Ravat by requesting king
Botchhyogal of Solar dynasty got this tax excused, so the people of
Johar do not pay this tax. People of Niti, Mana and Darma have to
pay it even now.

It is said that king Botchhyogal was a king of Solar dynasty. In
Tibetan a king who follows Buddhism is called Botchhyogal. Then
Tibet was not under China. There were petty principalities there.
This king did not belong to Hundesh but was an Indian. So he in his
very life-time handed over his kingdom of Angari Kursum to the
Lama of Tibet and himself entered in samadhi. Dham Singh became
the head of the whole of Johar.

In samvar 1595 king Bajbahadur Chand went upto Takalakhar,
Mansarovar and Kailas etc. in Tibet via Johar and returned to his
capital Almora via Vyans. Bhadubudha and Loru Biljval
accompanied him as guides. He gave them certain villages such as
Pachhu Naka, Bui Patun, Dhapa and Teli Mavajat as a jagir. Loru
Biljval got Koshyari Bada.

In 1735 A.D. King Dipchand gave the jagir of the villages of
Golma and Kotalgaon to Dhamabudha. In 1741 A.D. king Mohan
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Chand also gave him the jagirs of Kuinthi, Shaimali, Kheti, Talla
Bhainskot and Girgaon.

In the time of Jaspalbudha the Gorkhas seized the kingdom of
the Chands. Jaspal had always been inviting the Chands. For ten
years he did not surrender this pargana to the Nepalese. There was
a fierce battle. A number of Joharis and Gorkhas were slain. Then
Harshdeo Joshi attacked Johar on behalf of Nepal. Hiding the
soldiers bclow, he came to Johar under some pretext. Jaspalbudha
shackled and kept him imprisoned and later, on getting promise
from the Chand king not to kill him, set him free.

In the meantime the kingdom of Nepal, had extended not only
in Kumaun but expanded upto Kangra. The turban of Budhachari
came from the Nepal court in the name of Vijay Singh, the son of
Jaspal but the governmental revenue being raised by stages was
fixed at Rs.16000/-. The subjects got greatly vexed. In 1810 A.D.
Vijay Singh went to Nepal and got the revenue reduced 10 7800/-.
In August 1812 A.D. Mr. Muir Craft was caught at Dava, in Tibet.
Debubudha got him freed by depositing a security of Rs.10000/-.

According to the copper plate of 1798 A.D. of Budha
Bamshah Chauntaria, the subedar (provincial governor) of the king
of Nepal, the jagirs of 12 villages were in the name of Dhamabudha,
son of Jaspalbudha. In 1815 A.D. Kumaun passed into the hands of
the English. The first Commissioner Col. Gardner leaving 12
villages in jagir fixed the revcnue of the remaining 28 villages of
Johar at Rs.5001/-. In 1821 A.D. Mr. Traill cancelled the rights on
all the jagirs leaving only one village Pachhu as frechold.

The peaks in this region are always snow-clad. When in
winters it snows all around, all the Bhotias move downwards. The
Himalaya is the store-house of water. All the big rivers of northern
India arise from its glaciers. Here there are places also where at the
time of moving people neither speak loudly nor produce sound
from kettle-drums or guns, the reason being that at the slightest
sound of gun, snow slides down and breaks and carries with it large
pieces of mountains. At some places stones and earth keep
continuously falling and pedestrians and animals are buried (0
death beneath them. So one has to move there quite consciously.
Here people ride on hilly horses and mules. On jhupus and chowry
cows also they ride and load goods.
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Wool, grains, salt, and cloth etc. are loaded on sheep and
goats. They while moving in herds in the mountains look most
attractive. The Joharis procure these goats from places like Malla
Danpur, Garhwal, Chamba and Beshahar etc.

Medicines such as karuki, masi, gathia, zahar, atis and dolu etc.
are found here.

Among the animals musk-deer, barad, bargjia, bear,
thaduabagh and hajl (wild dogs) are found here.

Highly beautiful birds like dafia, munala, lungi ctc. are also
found here.

Mines: In Ralamdhura there is a mine of yellow orpiment. In
Duddapani in front of Milamgaon there is a copper mine. On the
bank of Gori-ganga and on the slopes of Milamgaon gold is found
by washing the clay, but nowhere any gold-mine has been found.

Gods: In every village Nandadevi is installed. Besides, Sai and Raga
are village gods. But of these two gods Sai is regarded higher. Once
an enemy attacked Milam. It is said that then Sai god called out in a
very loud voice "O the people of Milam ! run away, an enemy has
attacked." Then all the people concealing their goods and cattle fled
away and the enemy could do no harm. Since then regarding him as
the highest god they offer one more goat to him.

38. Gangoli

Boundary:'1In its east, west and south are Ramganga and Sarayu. In
the north lies the pargana of Danpur. While going to this place and
to the pargana of Sor a very difficult and steep ascent is to be faced.
Here there is an ascent and descent of 10 miles. Seeing the ascent
which begins from Sarayu whcn a stranger asked how far was
Gangolihat from there then a person replied :

A Tifg T I TR |
Fal ae FB aeR |
He got so nervous that he went back. An English writer has
wrilten that the ascent of Sor Gangoli is like the English letter ‘W’.

Sarayu, Ramganga, Nargul and Patalganga are the rivers here.
So the Sanskrit name of this pargana is Gangavali i.e. land of
Gangas or land between two Gangas.

Diyari, Merangdanda, Luvathaldhura, Jhaltola, Dhaulinag,
Kalinag, Pingalnag and Beninag etc. are the mountains.
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Gods and Goddesses . The temple of Kalika or Mahakali is built in
the middle of a pine-forest 10 the east of Gangolihat. It is a very
beautiful place. It is said that the goddess sometimes at night called
out the name to Kirti Bageshvar Mahadco in a loud voice. Whoso-
ever heard that voice he instantly died. So the people of nearby
places, bcing vexed, went 1o and settled down at distant places.
Since the time Shankarachary came here and covered this goddess
with a stone, the call of the goddess has stopped and people also
started living there. Generally people come here on all the ashrami
days but on ashramis of chaitra and kuar, special fair is held here.

The seat of Goddess Mahishasurmardini lies here. It is said
that Mahishasur fought against the goddess here in Gangoli in
which many demons such as Mahishasur, Chandmund and
Raktavirya etc. were killed.

Patalganga is said to exist at the foot of the temple of Goddess
Kali. One has first to climb a mountain and then enter the caves
taking a chhiluka (rosen lamp) in his hand. Here wind blows hard
and the river also flows fast; so much so that the wind puts out the
lamp. If red or white clay is dissolved in the water, it comes out and
becomes visible after two miles. The river flows under the cave. On
the confluence of Sarayu and Ramganga, stands the temple of
Rameshvar Mahadeo, said to be founded by Ramchandra. Here
also a fair is held. '

To the north of Gangolihat is installed Patalbhuvancshvar. To
reach it one has to walk a long distance inside a cave. Pcople call it
Tambakhan also. In the beginning the path is narrow but latcr on
wider. There is also water inside. One has to go with a torch. There
are a number of sub-caves. At one place Shiva and Parvalti are seen
gambling. The mouth of Garud is curved because when he was
ready to defile nectar God hit him with his disc. It is said in the
Manaskhand that through the path a dog went following a deer and
in the end they reached Kashi.

In Koteshvar also Mahadeo is installed in a cave. Near Kote-
shvar two other temples of Pungeshvar and Chhideshvar stand. In
Koteshvar a fair is held on shivrarri and in the month of kartik. It is
said that in Saniudyar sage Shandilya had practised penance. Where
now a garden exists. The people of Johar refer to the existence of the
ashram of sage Shandilya also in the vicinity of the glacier of river
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Gori near Milam. About two miles away from  Saniudyar there is
the temple of Bhadrakali where on the day of Chaitrashtami a fair is
held.

Pushkaria Pokhari: To the west of Ramganga there was a tank
on the mountain. It was very big. So the village located in its
neighbourhood was named Pokhari. It is said that once a Jat king
also lived in Kumaun. He by cutting a drain in the mountain to the
east of the tank drained out all its water. Now good cultivation is
donc there. The drain is said to exist even now. Above the tank
there is a fortress on a ribari. On its four sides a ditch has been dug
in the stone. This fortress is said 10 have becn built by the Jat king.
Near it stands the temple of goddess Chamunda. Presently this
fortress is covered with grass and wild beasts live there. There is a
very high mountain named Diari. There trees of snowy region such
as pangar etc. grow. Musk-deer is also seen there. Below this very
mountain on the banks of Sarayu and Ramganga there are sal-trees.
To the north of this mountain there is a big copper-mine called Rai
or Rajkhan. The second copper mine is in the west. Two copper
mines exist in Athigaonpatti but out of all these mines three are big
and one is small. People do not dig them deep but take out the
mineral from the above. When stonc is visible they do not dig
further. In 1835 there was no bidder to offer Rs. 52/- for all these
four mincs.

In Athigaon, Badaun and Pungraun there are many temples of
serpents as Kalinag, Beninag, Pingalnag, Dhaulnag, Feninag,
Kharharinag and Athgulinag. They are worshipped here. When
Krishna very much churned Yamuna and asked Kaliyanag to go
away from there he told him that hc was on inimical terms with
Garud. Then Lord Krishna made a mark on his head and asked him
to go away to snowy mountains. Kaliya came to Kumaun and along
with him his courticrs Pingalnag and Dhaulnag also came here, they
all came to be worshipped here (But in the Bhagavar it is said that
he went to the island of Ramanak. It is not known where this island
stood).

In Gangolihat there is an old naula called naula of Janhavi. It
is built by a Raika king. Its water is good.

Crops: The land here is highly fertile. Jamol rice of this place is very
sweel. Ghee and honey also produced here are good. Bananas and
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oranges of this place are famous. Bee-keeping is done here in
abundance.

The great poet Gumani by singing the great qualities of
Gangavali, has made it immortal. Poets writing such beautiful
poetry in Kurmachali language are rare in Kurmachal —

R A1 ST FHeAdhell HAT TN T |
1 e 34 g diFe & A &l SMEH |
WA grex vt gegar dmaeh o 11

X X X
g1 89 FIEA [FowTE, AT Aol QA FHIE & |
s § e 07 aEers , uifaR # B I0m IWerE | |

Ancient history: There is a fort named Jamankot which now lies
deserted. People here say that there was a king of Palyal caste who
ruled for a very short time. His descendants now are called Palyals
of village Pali.

During the Katyuri rule the whole of Gangoli was ruled by a
single king. The name of his capital and the fort was Mankot. The
king also was called Mankoti. Only a few ruins of Mankot in the
form of some broken houses, staircases and temples of gods exists
now. The kings of this dynasty ruled for eight generations. They also
belonged to Lunar dyansty. Later on the Chand kings defeated
them and annexed their kingdom to Kumaun. They went away to a
place named Piuthana in Nepal. Even now their descendants live
there. To the west of Mankot, there was a market named Gangolihat
which even today is called by the same name. Even now there is a
small market, a post office, a dak bungalow and also a middle school.

Tigers are found here in abundance. A story also goes:
@Sy [, e arg ) Formerly the people here were so
simple that they were more afraid of government orderlies than of
tigers. But now the people here are mostly scholars, wealthy and
virtuous and work on high posts inside the country and abroad. A
sage namcd Baba Lakshman Jangam lives here. He has also opened
a Sanskrit school.

The main places of Gangoli are Beninag and Gangolihat. The
smaller places are: Chaukodi, Dharmaghar, Jhaltola, Kanda and
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Saniudyar. In Kanda there is an old middle school. Now there are
middle schools in Beninag and Gangoli also. Dak bungalows and
shops also are there.

39. Chaugarkha

This pargana is situated in the middle of Gangoli, Kali
Kumaun, Baramandal and Katyur. Its paris are Rithagad,
Lakhanpur, Darun, Rangod, Salam and Kharhi.

Mountains: Jageshvar, Binsar and Mornaula are the high mountains.

Rivers: In the east is Sarayu and in Salam Panar. On washing the
clay of Panar gold is got. River Sual also tlows touching its boundary.

Gods: There are many gods in Jageshvar. So goes a story :

"Fadl @ SYeR,
T At ameeR |

(One who wants to
see a number of gods should go to Jageshvar and one who wants to
bathe in Ganga should go to Bageshvar). It is the place of Shiva’s
penance. After destroying the sacrifice of Daksha Prajapati and
besmearing his body with the ashes of Sati, Shiva practised penance
here in Jhankarsaim. There are two temples in Jageshvar, the first,
the temple of Briddh Jageshvar, is located on a peak and the
second, that of Tarun Jageshvar in a thick grove of pine-trees. It is
one of the twelve Jyorirlings installed by Lord Vishnu. In this temple
ornaments and utensils etc. made of gold and silver existed in good
quantity. During the days of the Chand kings once an inventory of
nine lacs was prepared. There is a brass statue in this temple; said to
be of king Paun. He is said to have been an ancient king who ruled
in Kumaun and Garhwal. It is said that this very king built the
temple of Gopeshvar in Garhwal. The statue of King Dip Chand
also is said to exist here. King Paun was one of the Katyuri kings. It
is said that Swami Shankaracharya covered the temple of Mrityunjay
Mahadeo herec.

In the temple of Pushtidevi also there were ornaments worth
lacs. The Kkings utilised them and in exchange gave villages.

The temple of Dandishvar Shiva is very old ; now it is in ruins.
Above the temple, in the thickets of pine-trees, there is

Jhankarsaim where Shiva practised penance. Here also a fair is
held.
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Generally the bodies of Chand kings on their death were burnt
at this holy place and along with them their queens also, not 1 or 2
but somctimes 8-10 burnt themselves alive. Here on Charurdashi
fair is also held twice. It is said that the temple of Shiva here was
built by Katyuri king Shalivahandeo.

Mines: In Salam in village Kuri Pali, in Rangod in villages Madam,
Chahla, Pokhari, Nirtoli, Bana and Selainger; in Lakhanpur in
villages Bhare, Sali, Chami, Madya, Toli and Lobgad, in Darunpatti
in villages Chalathi, Khairagad, Madam, Ghurkunda, Gorada,
Kafali, Magarau and Pokhari, in Kharahi in villages Lob, Mirauli
and Paldi, there are a number of iron-mincs. From some places
Icad-stone is also taken out. In Kharahi, at two places, there are
mines of copper and glass but they all are lying deserted.

In this pargana bronchocele is quite common. There was a fort
named Padyarkot on a high mountain. In it lived a king of the
Padyar community. He was the master of the pargana. The Chand
kings snatched away Chaugarkha from the Padyars.

In this pargana at places Rajis now called Rauts, also lived.

Bhang and charas of this place are famous. Bhanga and ghee
also are produced in abundance. The vasmari rice of Salam is wcll
known.

Palitayyan, Dhaulchhina, Badechhina, Panuannaula, Jageshvar
and Naini are the main halting places (padavs) here where there arc
small townships, shops and dakbungalows. In Panuannaula Mai
Chakravarti and sage Krishn Prem Vairagi have founded Utiar
Vrindavan 2-3 years back.

4(0). Baramandal

This pargana lies in the middle of Katyur, Pali, Faldakot,
Kutauli and Mahrudi. Its old 12 mandals were as under: (1)
Syunara (2) Mahrudi, (3) Tikhaun (4) Kaligad (5) Baurarau (6)
Kaidarau (7) Athaguli (8) Riuni (9) Dvarsaun (10) Khasparja (11)
Uchyur (12) Bisaut. So this pargana came 1o be called Barah
Mandal, twelve feudatory kings ruled over these nandals.

Khasparaja is derived thus. It is said that selected kardars
(officers) of the Chand kings lived here, so this pargana came to be
called Khasparja.
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Binsar, Gannath, Pinath, Bhatkot, Syai, Banani, Aaiddyo and
Kalmatia are the big mountains.

Gods: Pingnath, Gannath, Someshvar and Shukeshvar are Mahadeo.
There is a sun-temple named Badaditya at Katarmal. Shyama alias
Syahi, and Brinda alias Banani are goddesses. Badarinath of Bayala
and Badarinath of Kunvali are Vishnu-temples. There are also
temples of many other gods. The sun temple of Badaditya was built
by Katyuri king Katarmalldeo, of Solar dynasty.

To clean the utensils of the temple sour grass named milmoda
(almoda, chalmodz, bhilmoda, kilmoda etc. sour grass) was daily
brought to Katarmall by the older inhabitants of Khasiyakhola, also
known as Almodias. The viilage of the people of Khas community
existed at the place where now the town of Almora, previously
called Khasiya Khola and now Upretikhola, is located. On account
of carrying almoda grass they came to be called Almodias and after
them this town came to known as Almora.

ALMORA

Before the establishment of Almora town, this place was under
the possession of Katyuri king Baichaldeo. He gave away a major
part of the land in donation of Sri Chand Tewari, a Gujrati
brahmin. Later on when the Chand kingdom was founded in
Baramandal and Chand kings separated the land of Shri Chand by
measurement and on the remaining land built their palaces and
houses for the citizens. The town of Almora was founded at this
place owing to its location in the centre of the Chand Kingdom. But
there is hearsay also. When in 1560 king Kalyan Chand came on a
hunting expedition to the hills of Almora he saw a hare who
entering inside Almora turned into a tiger. On this the astrologers
said that this land was powerful like a lion and so if a town was
founded here enemies would be as afraid of its as people as afraid of
a lion. So the foundation of the town was laid here. The iron-bar
reached down 1o the head of Sheshnag. Well-versed men said that
the kingdom would be permanent, but the king became a victim of
an apprehension, though when the iron-nail was pulled out blood
stuck to it. On this the astrologers said that as the nail had been
pulled out so now this kingdom would not remain stable. The
mountain on which the town of Almora is located is described in
the Manaskhand as follows :
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PHIH Tl 74 T FHUE T4 |
q%a GfseM ¥ 4 o faon wfaftesa |1
(Manaskhanda —Chapter 2)

In the days of the Chand Kings it was called Rajapur. In a
number of copper plates also Rajapur is written. Almora is situated
on the back of a mountain. Its height is, from 5200 to 5500 The
height of the prison is 5439, of the Church 5495, of Kalimati 6414 -
and of Shimatola 6066.. It is a highly playful and gay place. It has
two parts : (1) Tailifat and (2) Sclifat.

There is a 1.25 mile long market covered with stone slabs. In
the place of the present cantonment, formerly Lalmandi was
located. A fort, a tank and a temple also existed there. The fort
known as Lalmandi, is now called Fort Moira. In the days of Lord
Moira the town and the fort came under the possession of the
English and so their names were changed. Presently where the court
exists, the Malla palace of the Chand kings was located and where
at present are a hospital and the mission school, there stood, their
Talla palace, Later on a lock-up also was housed in the Talla
Palace. The great poet Gumani says :

fas7 &1 Jarel J@E, FUT A & & |
TERTS &1 A&+l gardl, ST qal ERT I |
ool WEe I8 e, arett A o 8l W
IS A R N A AR & IR F)

The main muhallas (wards) of Almora are as follows:

Of the marker: Lala Bazar, Karkhana Bazar, Khajanchi
Muhalla (formerly Khauki muhalla), Sunar alias Jauhari Muhalla,
Malli Bazar and Thana Bazar.

Selifar: Joshikhola, Shelakhola, Dyodhipokhar, Thapalia, Kholta,
Champanaula, Guranikhola, Chaunsar, Galli, Karadiyakhola,
Kapina, Paniudyar, Ranidhana, Chaudharikhola, Pokharkhali,
Jhijad and Kasun.

Tailifar: Chinakhan, Makidi, Dharanaula, Chandani Chowk
(ancient Vishtakuda), Tyunara, Danya, Bansbhida, Uprctikhola
(Khasiya-khola), Badekhola, Dubkiya, Nayalkhola, Tiruvakhola,
Dugalkhola and Tamtyuda ctc.
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These muhallas are mostly named after the communities that
inhabited them.

Formerly the commissioner resided here, but later on began to
live at Nainital. Besides the court of District Officer, there are the
offices of octroi and district board. The octroi board was first of all
established in 1851 A.D. Formerly the members were appointed by
the government. The system of election was introduced in 1898
A.D. and the first election was held in 1899 A.D. The first non-
government chairman was elected in 1911 A.D.

In 1890-91 A.D. the total income was Rs. 7314, now it is more
than Rs. 60000/-. Till 1910 A.D. there used to be government
chairman but now there is non-government chairman who
administers it with the advice of the ll-membered committee.
Formerly the district board also was a government institution but
since 1823 A.D. it has been handed over to non-government
chairman. Now there is a 24 members board with whose advice the
administration is carried on. In 1891-92 A.D. the income of the
board was Rs. 197146/- and the expenditure also was the same. Now
the income and expenditure have risen to about 4.25 lacs.

Gorkha Plaroon: After subduing Almora, officers and soldiers of the
English army till 1839 A.D. lived in Hawalbagh. As it is only 3920
high’ its climates was not thought to be good. So later on the offices
shifted from there to Almora and the army was shifted to Lohaghat
and Pithoragarh. Now the third Gorkha platoon was raised in
Haldwani in 1815 A.D. and was called Nizamat Battalion. Subba
Jaykrishn Upreti recruitcd a good number of Kumaunese in it. This
battalion was under the command of the commissioner of Kumaun
and performed polling duties also. Later on it came to be called
Kumaun Battalion. In 1846 A.D. it was shifted from Lohaghat and
Pithoragarh to Lalmandi (Fort Moira). In 1850 A.D. civil duties
were taken away from it, the Kumaunis were separated from it and
it came to be called Gorkha platoon. Almora was made its
headquarter. It showed its bravery in a number of battles.

Formerly there were 360 naulas (springs of water) here but
many of these have now dried up. Naulas of Ranidhara, Rajnauli,
Ramphanaula, Champanaula and Kapina are well-known. In 1874
Mr. Lumsdon and Mr. Batton brought water here from the forest of
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Baldhoti by means of metalled drains. Lala Motiram Sah built
Motiadhara. In 1884 A.D. by the efforts of Raibahadur Pt
Badridatt Joshi, sadar amin, water was brought from Sail by means
of pipes. For this some subscriptions was raised and the rest was
met by the sadar amin.

In 1892 A.D. water for the second time was brought from Nail.
It was uscd for the platoon. Between 1904 A.D. and 1907 A.D.
watcr was brought here for the third time. In 1929-30 A.D. by the
efforts of Raibahadur Pt. Dharmanand Joshi, the then chairman,
water was brought from Syahidevi by means of pipes. Still there is
scarcity of water during summers. Water from Syahidevi came to
the town on 26.4.1932.

Besides the Almora Court, other big public buildings are post
office (1905), government college (1891), dakbungalow, Ramsay
House, Shivaraj Sanskrit Pathshala, public library, Ramsay High
School, Town School, Normal School, Mission Girls School,
Rajput Night School, Kundan Memorial House and Lachhiram
Theatre etc. The new Almora Hospital was established in 1901 A.D.
Its day to day expenditure is mostly met by the district board but
octroi board also contributes a little. The women hospital was
opened in 1927 A.D.

Shivaraj Sanskrit Pathshala, Library and Badrishvar were built
by late Rai Pt. Badridatt Joshi of Danya. The Thakurdvara was built
by Lala Kundanlal Sah.

Near Almora lies the forest of Baldhauti which formerly was
government reserved forest. Now its 6 compartments are managed
by the octroi board. In Narayan Tewari there was only a temple ;
now there is a good market.

From a mine below the forest of Baldhauti very beautiful stone
for use in roofs and courtyards is taken out. It is said that in 1815
A.D. a living frog had come out from the fold of a paral.

In Sitoli, at present, there is a government reserved forest.
There is also a Gorkha fortress from which in 1814 A.D. they
fought against the English. There are graves of two English men
who were killed in the Gorkha war. On them names of Lt. Tiplay
and Lt. Kirk are engaraved. Mr. Tiplay was Killed in Almora on
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April 26, 1815 A.D. and Mr. Kirk had dicd of wounds and
exhaustion on May 16, 1815 A.D.

Syunara: Formerly there was a parri named Syunara. Now there are
two parris. The ancient king of this patti bclonged to the Syunari
community. His fort named Syunarakot, still stands on a mound.
Under it by cutting stones a tunnel is built into a river. It was a
passage to carry water from there. The Katyuri kings were the
overlords of this king. Later on Syunara was annexed to the Chand
kingdom.

Tikhaun: The king of Tikhaun was Tikhaini. His fort Tikhaunkot
was situated on a high peak. Formerly he was a feudatory king
under the Katyuris. Later on while fighting against the Chands, he
was killed. Once a guard cof village Rankhil captured the fort of
Tikhaun and collecting a small army proclaimed himself as its king.
A small army of the Chands went to attack Tikhaun but being
defeated in the battle came back. Later on the Chilvals of village
Pankot, with the permission of the Chands, fought against the
guard king. They stopped the supply of water to his army. Without
water the army was greatly harassed. In this way the Chilvals killed
the guard and Tikhaunkot again came under the possession of the
Chand Kings. The story of stopping the supply of water goes as
follows : When the leader of the Chilvals being tired was sleeping
on the ground, he heard the sound of the flow of water. When he
dug the place, he found a drain of water there. He broke it. For this
act of bravery and loyalty the Chilvals got the post of kaminchari in
Tikhaunpatti and it still continues.

Aedi Devata: In this parti Aididyo is a very high mountain. On it
there is a temple of god Aidi. The temple of goddess Shyama is also
located in this very patti.

Baurarau and Kaidarau: To these pattis the Chand kings brought
the people of Baura and Kaida communities from Kali Kumaun and
offering them the posts of kamin settled them down here. So thesc
two pattis’ are named as Baurarau [Rau (tank) of Baura] and
Kaidarau (Rau of Kaida). It is said that formerly there were tanks in
these two parris. When the tanks existed this region was inhabited.
The former name of Baurarau was Raugad.
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Riuni-dvarson was formerly not a separate pari. It is said
formerly labourers lived there. Now this parri is full of great
merchants and money lenders. When in Rthaguli no inhabitant of
the older Khas community remained, the Bhandaris and Pindaris
being summoned from other regions were settled down there.

In Bisaut patti, there was a fort named Bisautkot. The
feudatory king belonged to Bisauti community. Now his
descendants do not exist there. Bilwals and Nayals having been
summoned from other places have been settled down here. These
two communities from the very beginning are well-known for the
art of soldiery. They are counted as brave soldiers. At the end of
this parri there is the temple of Kapileshvar, named after sage Kapil.

In Uchyur patti Uchyauras are an old community. Since the
time the court of the Chand kingdom was held in Almora, these
pcople have been recruited as soldiers.

Khasparaja patti has been founded by the Chands. When the
capital of the Chands was shifted to Almora they for their day to
day private work separated the villages of Khasparaja from other
pattis. The people living here were the private employees of the
royal court. :

Before the arrival of the Chands in Almora two kings resided
on its two sides (1) To the south is the fort named Khagmara. In it
was housed the palace of one of the Katyuri kings Baichaldeo alias
Baijaldeo. This king ruled over some region of Baramandal. Later
on a Chand king defeated him and captured Baramandal. (2) To the
north-west, at the end of a mountain, there existed Railakot, the
palace of a king of Raila community in which, it is said crystal-
pillars had been fitted. Even now its ruins are to be seen. The
descendants of Raila were present till the arrival of the Chands in
Almora. A Chand king harassed and ruined them. He ordered Raila
to supply daily a pair of living partridges. This was fixed as a state-
tax on him. The condition was that he would be heavily punished on
the day when a pair of partridges would not be supplied. On
account of the fear men, women and children of Raila to catch
partridges moved about in the forests and bushes. On account of
this plight and labour those poor people were ruined. Thus there
remained neither their kingdom nor their family.
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In Almora there is a peak named Hiradungari. There is an old
saying that a jeweller once came to the Chand court and filed a
petition to allow him to dig out diamond from this mountain, but it
was rejected. Some say that formerly pcople had seen a shining gem
here. A jewel serpent also was said to live there. Now there stands
the good buildings of the mission.

To the north of Almora in mountain Kalmatia; there was
located the armoury of the Chand kings. When Pt. Shree Vallabh
Pandey came here from Kannauj, the state-functionaries in fun,
gave him iron-bars, instead of wood, to perform hom. He was expert
in rantra. 1t is said that he offered the iron-rods in the fire by which
the whole mountain was burnt and turned black. Since then it came
to be known as Kalmatia.

Now on this peak there are the temples of Kashayeshvar
Mahadeo and a Devi, said to have been built by Late Chaudhary
Chetram Pradhan.

In Malla Syunara, at Amkholi there was a small town of the
days of the Katyuris, the ruins of which now exist there. The temple
of Ambikeshvar Mahadeo and a naula (now broken) were also built
by him. On the slope of the mountain Binsar, there is a broken
temple of Kalbisht.

In Mountain Binsar lies the temple of Bineshvar Mahadeo. It
was built by king Kalyan Chand who stayed there in summers.
There is a little water near the temple. By cutting a gool (canal) the
Bhakundis, of Bhakunda, wanted to take it to their village. At night
Mahadeo told them in a dream that there was a little water, so they
should not take it away, they would be supplied water in the slope
of the mountain itself. The third day water automatically came out
there. So this water is called ‘water of boon’ i.e. given by a god.

Formerly in Khali Seth Jamnalal Bajaj, on behalf of the
Gandhi Seva Sangh opened a Shailashram which Mr. Pandit has
now purchased.

The mountain of Gannath also is quite gay and attractive.
There Vinayakthal is a level ground. Above it Gannath is installed
in a cave. There are iron-mines also. The Gorkha Platoon was
stationed here. The battle between the Gorkha and the English was
fought here itself and the Gorkha Commander Hastidal was killed.
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Famous politician Pt. Harshdeo breathed his last here. Pt. Shree
Ballabh Upadhyay founded the Gannath monastery here. At
present Pt. Harikrishna Pande has established a Sanskrit school and
also an industrial workshop here.

In village Kaidarau, in Baramandal pari, there is a village
Parkot. The vaidyas (physicians) of this place are famous from the
beginning. Even now the vaidyas of the Pande family of this place
live in Anupshahar. In making gods dance, Parkota ki jadi is
pronounced which probably meant the medicine of the vaidyas of
there.

To the east and west of Almora exist respectively the famous
mountain and temples of Vananidevi and Shyamadevi which are
like the body-guards of Almora. Near Shyamadevi (Syahidevi)
Shitalakhet is a famous place. There also exists the Siddhashram
and one or two gardens established by Baba Haidiyakhan. In 1932
here Nirmalvan Summer Camp of S.S. Boy Scout Association was
opened. The scout Commissioner Mr. Bajpai said that the place was
the most beautiful among all the places of the world he had seen.

41. Pali Pachhaun

This pargana is surrounded by Katyur, Baramandal, Faldakot,
Kota and Garhwal. Jaurasi, Dronagiri, Manila, Nagarjun and
Gujdudanda are the high mountains and Ramganga, Binau and
Gagas are the rivers here.

Ramganga rising from Devalikhan, a mountain in Garhwal,
flows through the middle of this pargana. On its bank lies the petty
townships of Ganai, Masi and Bhikiyasain etc. Binau also rising
from Garhwal joins Ramganga near Briddhkedar. Gagas rising
from mountain Bhatkot joins Ramganga in Bhikiyasain.

Temples: Briddhakedar, Vibhandeshvar, Chitreshvar,
Shrinatheshvar and Kedar etc. are Mahadeo. Narayan, Nagarjun
and Badrinath are Vishnu. Shitala, Vaishnavi and Durga in
Dronagir, Maniladevi, Bhuvaneshvari, Naithana and Agnidevi are
goddesses.

It is said that the temples of Shitaladevi, Dronagiridevi and
Vibhandeshvar Mahadeo were renovated by Swami Shankaracharya.
The Katyuri kings installed Badrinath, Kedarnath and
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Chandeshvar. In these temples below the idol of Badrinath samvat
1105 is inscribed which shows that this temple is 884 years old. It is
located in Dwarahat.

Dwarahar: Here there are about 64-65 temples and mostly all of
them had been built during the days of the Katyuri kings. In many
of these idols of gods exist, in some there is no idol, and in many of
them broken idols. One of the temples is called Gujar Deval. It is
said that in the days of the Katyuri kings a Vaishya named Gujar Sah
has built it. One dilapidated temple is named Kutambudhi Deval. It
is said that it was built by an old lady who earned her livelihood by
beating paddy.

In the temple of Ganesh is inscribed shake 1103. There is a
thurp which looks like a big terrace. It was called ‘Kachheri ka
Deval’. Perhaps the Katyuri kings sitting here on the seat of justice
discharged their state-business. Atkinson writes that in the
mountains Chandragiri and Chanchari existed the palace of Katyuri
kings. In the temple of Dunagiri is inscribed Shake 1105. The
people of Dwarahat say that the palace stood near the thurp.

Dwarahat is 5031i high. After the disintegration of the Katyuri
kingdom it was the capital of a ruling family. The town and the
market of this place are very old. Even now shops of older
businessmen and goldsmiths exist here. All the people here are wise
and cultured. Here there is also a pond named Syalde and a holy
place where every year in the month of vaishakh a fair is held on the
day of sankranti and also bagval takes place. It is said that gods had
selected this place for establishing Dvarika and Koshi and
Ramganga were ordered to meet at Dwarahat. In Givad, near
village Chhana a silk-cotton tree was deputed to pass on this
message to Ramganga on behalf of river Gagas. At the time when
Ramganga had reached there on her way back to Dwarahat it is said
that the silk-cotton tree had fallen asleep and thus failed to convey
the message of Gagas to Ramganga. When she had gone down to
Givad the silk-cotton tree rose up and told her the message of
Gagas but she said that it was too late for her to return. Had she
known it earlier, it would have been another matter. Thus Dvarika
could not be founded at Dwarahat. Since then whosoever makes
delay and practices laziness in passing message is called ‘Semal tree’.

Another hearsay is that Ramganga turned up but Koshi did
not. The messenger sent to her engaged in eating curd, made delay.
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Above Dwarahat in the mountain Dunagiri alias Dronachal
goddess Vaishnavi is installed. Animal sacrifices are not offered 10
her. In this mountain there is good grass and vegetation; grazing
which cows and buffaloes give abundant milk. Curd of this place is
famous all over the province.

[t is said that when Hanuman having lifted the big mountain
passed through the aerial path to bring to life unconscious
Lakshman a portion of Sanjivani fell down on this Dunagiri. It is
said that there the iron sickle of a grass-cutter suddenly turned into
that of gold. The effect of the medicinal herbs and roots of that
place is said to be marvellous.

In Ida the Barahkhambha rest house is also worth-seeing.
Givad—The four parts of this parri are named differently—(1) Gadi
(2) Kauthlad, (3) Khatsar, (4) Givad. In Gadi there is big tank
named Tadagtal. During rains it gets filled to its brim but subsides
during winters and summers. It helps the production of rabi crop
here.

Khatsar has been named so because it is hot. People fell ill and
so did not scttle down here. Then the kings issued a notice that
whosoever settled down here, even if a culprit, his guilt would be
excused. So the guilty persons startcd going and settling down
there. It is they who constitute its population. So it was named
Khata (guilt) + sar (land). This parri 1s situated in a plain on both
the sides of Ramganga. Crops are produced here in great quantity.

Above this very Khatsar exists Lohabagarhi. It is a very high
fort. It is located on the boundary of Kumaun and Garhwal.
Formerly many battles were fought here. Inside the fort tecmples of
Bhairav and Devi are lying in ruins. There are tanks built to collect
water. For bringing water inside the fort from the river there is a
tunnel about two miles long. Till the end of their rule (1815 A.D.)
Gorkha rulers’ army was stationed here.

In between Katyur and Pali above Gadi, Givad, situated on a
high mountain, there a big fort named Gopalkot. During the days of
Chand kings army used to be stationed there. Now it lies in ruins.
Mines: In village Kotyuda of Givad there is a copper mine and in
Khatsari, Sirauli, Kalirau, Rampur, Godi, Baralgaon and Chitaili
are iron-mines. Pcople who melted iron have cut down a good part
of the forest near it leading to scarcity of fucl there.
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In Jaurasi Danda two types of birds-Ched and Kaklas-are very
beautiful. There is also a fortress at a very high place. It is called
Asurgarhi. It is said to be the fort of demons but now it lies
deserted.

In Givad partri on the bank of Ramganga there lics the old
town in ruins. Bricks are also found herc. It is named Viratnagari. It
is said that the Pandavas lived in this very place in their incogni to
exile. Here itse!f existed Kichakghat on the bank of Ramganga. At
this very place there is a fort named Lakhanpurkot. [t is now called
Asan-Vasan Sinhasan. [t is said 10 have been the royal seat of
Katyuri King Asantivasantideo. He might be perhaps identical with
Vasantandco who donated a piece of land to Bageshvar and who
was one of the descendants of king Lalitsurdeo. A certificate of
cight generations of these kings is found in the temple of
Bageshvar. This very Vasantandco had built the temple of Briddha
Bhuvanesvar at Gangoli. Near this Lakhanpur existed a markct
named Kalirauhat. Now except its name no trace of it is found. This
place lies bejween Chaukhutia-Ganai and Jhalyan Sarai.

Many types of fish are found in river Ramganga. Some are
quite big which the people of that place angle very much but now
the government has banned it. Fishes are angled by a number of
devices. A number of fishing fairs are also hcld here. There is found
a fish ‘Salena’, a type of ‘Bavena’. It is said that it comes out of
water during nights only. Anglers keep ash there by which lubricity
of the body of the fish is removed and so unable to move they
consequently die.

Masi and Bhikiyasain etc. are hot places. In summers and
Shivararri fairs are held here. There is a story, “Punya ko Kashi va
pap ko Mashi”. This place lies in ‘Yatraline’. In Masi therc is also a
hospital belonging to Scvasamiti.’

Like 'SRl el &1 Gl there is a story ;

“ARA el H ERA, HEN Tl BT AR
digfear 7 &ifsd, 5 o it ey
At the end of pargana Pali and on the boundary of Garhwal

lies deserted a big fort named Juniagarhi. In this fort a number of
battles were fought between Kumaun and Garhwal.
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In Naya pari it is said regarding the wind at the bank of
Ramganga that since moving at just noon, it flows very fast in the
direction of the flow of the river but in the afternoon it starts
flowing upward.

In Salt parri there stands Gujdugarhi on a high hill. In it also a
number of battles were fought between the kings of Kumaun and
Garhwal. Now it lics deserted.

On the Nagarjun mountain there stands the fort of
Shripachava Doral. This Doral by virtue of the prowess of his arms
had assumed kingship but was killed later on.

In the middle of this pargana there is a village named Pali.
Formerly kings and also Gorkhali governors lived here. The
Gorkha army was stationed in Naithangarhi. In Pali there was also a
tahsil and a market. After the name of this very village the pargana
is called Pali. Pachhaun was added to it because this pargana lies to
the west of Kumaun. So even now it is called Palipachhaun. Grains
are produced here in abundance. So the older residents of this place
used to say that by human consumption grains are not reduced. In
Pali at present, there is only one Hindi Middle School. The
neighbouring villages are called Naikhola and Dhobikhola.

In this pargana the descendants of Katyuri kings had settled
down here and there. They are mostly found in Chaukot. At present
they are called Rajvar or Manural. They are also called sayane. This
post is higher than that of pradhan. Miral Gusain, a class of
Rajputs, regard themselves as belonging to the Rana family of
Chittorgarh and say that when the Emperor of Delhi had attacked
Chittorgarh their forcfathers leaving Chittorgarh came over to
Kumaun. Some people hold that they are Mirvals, who had came
from the Punjab.

The last king of Pali belonged to the royal family of Katyuris.
When the Katyuri kings of Chaugarkha and Baramandal fled away
at the time of the attack by the Chand kings, the king of Pali also in
fear voluntarily handed over this pargana to the Chand kings. The
Chands also left the post of sayanas in their hands. They made them
tax paying zamindars of Pali but do not give them any appointment
in thc court; apparently telling them that their attendance in the
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court was not essential. In fact taking them as ‘staunch foes’ (dana
dushman) they kept them away.

Now, Ranikhet is the capital of Pali. This town of Gora (white)
was founded in 1869 A.D. The land of villages of Sarana, Kotli,
Ranikhet and Tana was purchased for Rs. 13024/-. Mr. Troope’s
property was also purchased. The treasury was opened here on
April 1, 1869 AD. In 1871 A.D. Cantonment Committee was
formed. At present a big battalion of ‘whites’ is stationed here.
‘Whites’ resided in Chaubatia, Ranikhet and Dulikhet. The pargana
officer also resides here.

In Tadikhet there is a national school (Prem Vidyalaya),
established by national workers where along with imparting
national education high class work of spinning and weaving is also
taught.

42. Ramgad and Agar

This pargana consists of two parris (1) Agar (2) Ramgad.
Ramgad, Devdar and Khairani are the rivers. Mukteshvar and
Moteshvar Mahadeo are installed here.

This pargana is much smaller than other parganas. A very
powerful Khas king named Shri Gajuvathinga formerly ruled here.
He killed king Bhim Chand while he was asleep. Later on he was
killed by king Kalyan Chand. Since then the whole of this pargana
has been annexed to the Chand Kingdom.

In all the mountains of this parri there were iron factories; so it
is called Agar (in the language of the hills ‘agar’ means iron-
factory). In almost all the mountains of this parti iron is found. The
inhabitants of this parri are called ‘agari’ whose main work was to
prepare iron. Now they carry on cultivation and other work.

There are iron mines near in villages Nathuakhan, Peuda,
Lasingpani, Supi, Satbunga, Chaukhuta, Majeda, Dhanachuli,
Buransi, Pali Mandi etc. A fort named Lohakoti, now lying
deserted, is situated on a high mound here. Here battles also were
fought during the days of the kings. Satbunga is the biggest
mountain here. Potato is produced here in abundance. In Ramgarh
there are a number of orchards. This place is quite beautiful.
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43. Danpur

Danpur is contiguous with the Himalaya. Its boundaries are
contiguous with Johar, Garhwal, Pali, Baramandal and Gangoli. In
the north its boundary extends to village Kunvari on the banks of
Ramganga and Pindar. To the south the region on the peak of
Shikharand atthe confluence of Hadvad und Sarayu is called Danpur.

Formerly there were two partis is Danpur, now they are
three—upper, middle and lower; but the actual Danpur is the upper
onc. Nakuri also is said to be in Danpur.

Mountains: In the north Nandakot, Nandadevi, Nandakhat,
Sundardhunga, Vanakatia etc. are the big snow-covered mountains.
Besides Kafini Kautela, Dhakudi, Childha, Laudhura, Kiltop and
Ganguli Vinayak are the high peaks whose height is from 10000 to
13000—14000. In their midst the high water falls looks like the
drops of pearls. Dhakudi, Namik, Lamtara are famous and beautiful
forests. Rivers flowing fast through the green and thick forests
present an attractive scence. Seeing the sport of Almighty, man
becomes speechless and cannot live without remembering him.

During summers the Gujars in thousands bring their cattle
here to rear them. Now the residents of this place also have been
imposing strictness like that of the forest. They demand pasturage,
so now the Gujars rarely come here.

Pindari Glacier: Here there are glaciers of Pindari, Sundardhunga
and Ramganga. Pindari glacier is regarded as unique among all the
glaciers of the world. A good road leads to it and there are dak-
bungalows also. And so visiting it is €asiest in comparison 1o other
glaciers. It lies 68 miles away from Almora. To describe Pindari
glacier in words is difficult.

The statement of Tulasidas fiRT 3 7 faq awoff tomes to our
mind. On entering into the inner part of the glacier we find limpid
slabs of snow formed during thousands and lacs of years back and
shining like precious stones. It appears as if it is Nature’s Tajmahal
with crevices in its walls. Having crossed this very glacier Mr. Traill,
the first commissioner of this place, had gone to village Martol of
Johar, so it is called Traill-pass. Later on, perhaps Mr. Ruttledge
also crossed it. On its three sides this glacier is surrounded by high
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snowy mountains. The plain lying in the middle is called Martolia
halt from which it appears that formerly there was a pass herc
which now has been closed on account of land slides. While going
to Pindari the forests of Joharpani and Johar are met with on the
way. The Bhotias now residing in Chaud, Harkot, Dhurkot, Mikila
and Khalmuni in Upper Danpur are said to be the former
inhabitants of Pindari. Even now their relationships exists in village
Martoli across the Traill Pass. It is evident from all this that
sometime this place was inhabited by the Bhotias.

Birds: Dafi, Lunga and Munyal (Himalayan pea-cock) are found
here. Dafis and lungas, having stolen away the beauty of all the
birds of the world take shelter in the Himalaya but even hunters kill
them and eat their flesh and with their feathers caps of English
ladies are decorated.

Wild rats called Mirtu are found here in abundance. With
their skin mufflers are made.

Danus, the aboriginals of this place, regard themselves as
demon-gods.They say that it is they who bring down rain in whole of
the world.

Medicines: Poison, dolu, atis, bhutkes, sachi and ranrara etc. are also
produced here.

Trees: Among trees raga, chilla, surai, suner, devadar, pangar,
ratachimmal, ratapa and burunsh etc. are found here. Bhojpatra, is
also produced here on which people write letters. Utensils made of
its wood are highly durable, fine and light. Banjh of many kinds
such as banj, rianj, syanj, karaunj, falyant, kharauj and rilaung are
also found hcre.

It also is a snow-dominated region, but there is no route to
Tibet via it. People of Danpur transact some business through the
pass of Johar, but much less in comparison with Darma and Johar.
Goats are available in abundance in this pargana. People of Danpur
retaining some goats for themselves, sell the remaining ones to the
people of Johar. They have no commercial transaction or agency
with the hunias.

There was a fort named Danpurkot but now only its tops
remains. People of Danpur regard this fort as belonging to their
demon ancestors. In front of it there is a village named Shumgarh.
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It is called the fort of demon Shumbh. He fought against Devi and
was killed.

Animals: In the mountains of Danpur thar, burad and musk deer
are found in abundance. Two types of bears, white and black, are
found here. In snowy regions white tigers also are seen.

Pcople of this place are brave. They are not afraid of tigers,
bears and other wild animals. They kill them through various tricks.
They are terrificd more by government servants than by wild beasts,
because they are less cducated and are straightforward and simple.
Clever officials harasss them in many ways. A number of Danpurias
are soldiers in the army.

Selkhadi is produced here in abundance but the existence of
any other mine here has not been heard of.

Hearsayings: People of Danpur say that to the west of mountain
Nandadevi the high peak of Himachal is known as Kabbalekh.
Wings of Kabbas (crows) lie scattered there in lacs. For that reason
the said mountain is called ‘thc Kashi of the Kabbas’. If the Kabbas
die here, they go straight 10 vaikunrh. 1t is said that when a Kabba is
on the point of death he goes to Kabbalekh. If a Kabba dies
elsewhere, another Kabba taking its one wing to Kabbalekh drops it
there. This mountain lies towards Nandakot to its left after crossing
the bridge of Malia Dhauda above village Khati.

None can enter into the mountain of Nandadevi. It is said that
formerly when people for performing worship reached the foot of
the mountain they first worshipped a goat and tieing a knifc in its
neck drove it away to the mountain. When it reached the peak, its
head having been severed from its body remained on the mountain
and its trunk fell down below. Now in kaliyug it does not happens so.

Crops: Paddy and wheat are quite rare here. Barley, Madua and
fafar are produced here in abundance. People eat sarru also. Local
ghee, curd and honey are quite sweet. In summers, and rains black-
bees come over here and build their hives in the inaccessible caves
and caverns of the mountains. The brave Danpurias sitting in kandis
and tying ropes collect honey even from these inaccessible places.
Honey produced from the pollens of various wild flowers is highly
fragrant and tasteful.
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The last village of Danpur is Jhuni. There goes a saying :
“ag, Aol wig A, S AR Al A
(There is no flesh above the nail and no village above Jhuni).

Above Jhuni stand the inaccessible walls of Himalaya where it
is difficult to go.

Bukval: In summers and rains at the height of 8000 to 10000: from
here in green and verdant pastures horses, cattle, sheep and goats
are let loose to graze freely. At the end of the rainy season they
bring them back. These places are called hukyal. Animals by living
here become happy and strong. The herdsmen of this place are
called Uniyval. From Khati to Davali, on both sides of river Pindar
up to 7 miles the dense and green forest of nigala is no less
beautiful than Nandanvan.

In Danpur ningal is produced in good quantity. Pens and
Chhilukas madc of it are good. Moste, dabake, spears, baskets, gode
and winnowing baskets arc¢ also madc of it.

Pcople of Danpur sell ghee, honey, hides and bitumen.

Hadsil, Kapkot, Saling, Loharkhct and Shamandhura are the
main places of this region. In Kharabgarh the boundarics of all the
three Danpurs meet. Kapkot is the biggest village. It is situated in a
plain on the bank of Sarayu. Here there are a dakbungalow, a post
office, a middle school and also shops. This lies on the route to
Pindari.

Gods : the gods of this place are Nandadevi and Mulnarayan alias
Mulena. There are a few goblins and other indigenous deities also
called Danon such as Lal Danon, Dhamsingh Danon and Virsingh
Danon. They might have been local kings or brave paikas who in
their times were objects of worship and even after death came to be
regarded as village-deities.

It is said that as Bhagvati had killed demons Shumbha and
Nishumbh hcre, so it has been named Shumgarh. When these
demons fled away and hid themselves in a cave, Bhagvati tearing
open the rock killed the demons with a disc. A stream of blood
came out from here which has now turned into a stream of water.
Red moss there looks red like blood. This village is like a fort. Here
there is a Pandushila also on which marks of the feet of the
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Pandavas are said to exist. Here itself, now called Pindarpani, Arjun
by striking with an arrow had drawn out cold drinking water.

Fairs: On the day of Vaishakh Purnamasi a big fair is held at a place
named Sarayumul of Bhadratunga. Like important holy places
shradah and mundan are also performed here. In Badhiyakot a fair
is held after the name of Nandadevi. It is said that when Bhagvati
came from Badrinath first halted here.

44. Katyur

The boundary of this pargana is as follows__Sarayu in the east,
Baramandal in the west, Danpur in the south and Garhwal and Pali
Pacchaun in the north. The mountains are_Jagthanadura and
Gopalkot. Gomati and Garudganga are the rivers. At place there
are wide ficlds like those in plains. In summers and rainy seasons
malaria spreads here.

Gopalkot and Ranachula are the forts here. In Gopalkot (9050
the treasury of Katyuri kings was housed. In the days of the Chands
army was stationed here. Now Gopalkot is a fort only in name;
there are mountains and nothing else. Ranchula still exists. It is
located in a very beautiful place. From here scenes of upper and
middle Katyur and of serpentine river Gomati look quite attractive.
This fort of Ranachula is located above the town. It was the capital
of the Katyuri kings of Solar dynasty. The original name of this town
was Kartikeyapur alias Karbirpur which deteriorated into Katyur.
Dilapidated houses and temples are found here in abundance. The
public royal court also lies in ruins. Now this town is called Tailihat
and Shelihat. In between these two hars river Gomati flows.
Workmanship of the temples is worth-seeing. Idols of gods also are
carved in a very neat and clean manner. In front of this town towards
the south was also built a metalled tank which now lies buried
underground. To the east of the old town, on the bank of Gomati
stands a Shiva temple named Baijnath. In its front lies a big pond in
which, as in the Brahmakund of Haridvar, fishes are seen.

It is said that in olden days at the place where now Katyuris
carry on cultivation, there existed a tank a bit more than four miles
in length and breadth. That tank was destroyed in due course. Since
then people reside and cultivation is done there. Even now when
seen minutely it is found that downwards two big rocks stand on
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both the sides. It is possible that breaking the rocks lying between,
there two tanks might have emerged. The ground inside the tank is
hot. It is said that formerly persons awarded punishment were sent
to this place also. Whosoever came and settled down here was called
the tenant of the king. He was exempted from any {urther punish-
ment. In the beginning this place was inhabited by such persons.

In this pargana there are three partis now called upper, lower
and middle Katyur.

Bageshvar—The ancient Shiva temple of Bageshvar stands on the
bank of Sarayu and Gomati in lower Katyur. It was built by the
Katyuri kings. Elderly people say that Bageshvar is a Svayambhu

(self-born) god and not installed. On therock placed at the gate of
this temple the genealogy of the Katyuri kings upto eight
generations is engraved. It is a certificate of the land donated to this
temple. On Kartikpurnima, Gangadashara and Shivararri small fairs

and on Urtarayani big fairs are held here. Here there are a good
market, a dakbungalow and a middle school. On Utrarayani people
from all around come here. Hunias, Joharis, Shaukas, Darmyals,
Garhwalis, Danpurias, Kumaunis and country traders all come
here. Business in woollen goods, blankets, chutakas, dan, small fans,

soft, fine wool, flappens, musk, bitumen, gajgah, nirbisi, salt, borax,
cloth, jambu, gandrayani, dry fruits, betel leaves, and betel nuts etc.

is transacted here. Normally all things are always available. In
summers people scarcely live here ; they go hither and thither. At a
distance of nine miles from here Kanda also is an excellent place.
Here also there is a middle school.

Kuli-utar movement

Bageshvar has not been only a religious centre but since 1921
A.D. also a centre of national and Home-Rule movements. In 1921
A.D. on the invitation of the Brahman Club of Chami, national
leaders like Shri Hargovind Pant and Lala Chiranji Lal and national
worker Sri Badridatt Pande etc. came to Bageshvar. There in a red
placard these words were written ‘stop Kuli-utar’. The national
leaders organised meetings all over the town and made home the
matter to the people. The bureaucratic government treated all the
people of Kumaun as coolies. They were forced to carry loads on
arbitrary wages. If they refused, they were punished. Government
servants harassed them.
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On the advice of the leaders 40,000 persons offered saryagrah.
Taking the water of the Ganga in their hands they took an oath that
since then they would neither be called coolies nor carry loads under
force. Twentyone English officers along with their leader, the
deputy commissioner of that place, were present there. Some police-
men also were there. The government wanted to arrest the leaders.
It is said that there was talk to open fire also but the military
officers seeing the unity and courage of the people and shortage of
ammunition stopped the district magistrate from doing so. The
district magistrate threatened the leaders to arrest them but the
leaders as well as the people remained adamant. The years old custom
ended as the result of three days’ sarvagrah. There was no disturbance.
Everything was done peacefully. The whole country got conscious.
In spite of its herculean efforts bureaucracy got defeated. In the end
it had to bow down before the strong public opinion. An example of
such a successful saryagrah will be hardly found anywhere in the
history of the world. The scene was worthseeing by the gods.

To congratulate on it Mahatma Gandhi went to Bageshvar in
1929 A.D. and there laid the foundation of Svarajy Mandir established
by Patriot Mohan Joshi. Later on he stayed for about 15 days in the
dakbungalow of Kausani lying between Katyur and Baurarau.

Since 1921 A.D. this or that national movements continued to
take place. By the efforts of Mohan Joshi a vigorous indigenous
exhibition was organised.

Mines—Near village Jagthan there is an iron mine. In Gaul Paladi
and Kharhi copper mines also exist.

It is said that upto many days after Katyur ceased to be the
capital buried wealth and utensils of ancient times have been found
in its vicinity. For this people used to dig naulas, terraces and old
ruins. Now these temples are protected. The oldest rulers of
Kumaun, the Katyuri kings of the Solar dynasty ruled from this very
place. It is also said that their kingdom extended upto Khas, Huna,
Kirat, Bang and Dravid countries also. The boundary of the
kingdom of the Katyuri kings extended upto Kot Kangra in the
west, upto Sikkim in the east and upto Rohilkhand in the south.
The English writers have also accept these facts.

The name of a certain peak here is Chittorgarh. There the
representatives of the kings of Chittorgarh lived in palaces built by
them. The capital was named Kartikeyapur.
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In Tit on the bank of Garud Ganga there exists a temple of
Badrinath. In Garud, Tit, Baijnath and Dangoli there are small
townships. In the new township near Garud address of welcome was
presented to Gandhijee. From here roads lead to Garhwal and
Bageshvar. Motor vehicles also ply upto Garud.

45. Present pattis and parganas

Parris and parganas mentioned above belong to the days of the
Chands and the Gorkhas. They are as follows :

Parganas Pattis
1. Darma — Vyans, Chaudans, Darma, Malla and
Talla.
2. Johar — Malla Johar, Gorifat, Talladesh.
Danpur — Danpur Malla, Talla and Bichala, Dug,
Katyur Malla, Talla and Bichalla, Nakuri.
4. Sira — Athabisi Malli and Talli, Baranbisi,
Didihat, Mali.
Askot — Askot Malla and Talla.
6. Sor — Khadayat, Kharakdesh, Mahar, Nayadesh,

Rawal, Scti Malli and Talli, Saun, Malla,
Bichalla and Talla Valdia.

7. Kali Kumaun — Chalsi, Charal Talla Malla, Gumdesh,
Gangol, Khilfati Fat, Palbilaun Malla and
Talla, Fadaka, Regadu, Sipati, Suibisung,
Assi, Talli Rau, Talladesh.

8. Chaugarkha — Darun, Kharahi, Lakhanpur Talla and
Malla, Rithagad, Rangod, Salam Malla
and Talla, Dolfat.

9. Gangol — Bel, Bherang Badaun, Kamshyar,
Pungrau, Athigaon.

10. Baramandal — Visaud, Baurarau Valla and Palla,
Dvarsun, Kaidarau, Kaligad, Khasparja,
Uchyur, Riuni, Syunara Malla and Talla,
Tikhun Malla and Talla, Athaguli Palli
and Valli.
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Parganas Pattis
11. Faldakot — Chaugaon, Dhurafat, Kandarkhuva, Malli
Doti.
12. Pali — Malla, Bichalla and Talla Chaukot, Malla,

Bichalla and Talla Dora, Givad Palla,
Talla and Valla, Malla and Talla Kaka
lasaun, Palla and Valla Naya, Silor Malla
and Talla, Salt Valla and Palla and Talla
and Malla.

In district of Almora there are 5066 villages, in which generally
there are the same number of Pradhans and 100-150 Thokdars and
about 80 Patvaris.

Hcre there are 4 rahsils (1) Ranikhet-which is also called Pali
rahsil (2) Almora (3) Champavat, (4) Pithoragarh. The above
parganas are ruled by four deputy collectors who are also called
pargana officers—(1) Baramandal, (2) Pali and Faldakot, (3)
Gangoli, Chaugarkha, Kali Kumaun (4) Darma, Johar, Danpur,
Sira, Askot, Sor.

Deputy Commissioner is the overall officer of these parganas.

Out of these four tahsils, in two there are rahsildars and in the
remaining two naib-tahsildars.

Nainital
Pargana
1.  Hilly Pattis — Chhakhata, Kota, Dhaniyankot, Ramgarh,
Dhyanirau, Kutauli, Mahrudi.
2. Bhavar — Chhakhata, Chaubhainsi, Kota, Chilkiya.
Tarai — Rudrapur, Gadarpur, Bajpur, Kilpuri,
Nanakmata, Bilari.
4.  Kashipur — Kashipur.

In Nainital there are 1442 villages and the same number of
Pradhans. The tahsils are (1) Nainital, (2) Haldwani, (3) Kichchha,
(4) Bajpur, (5) Khatima, (6) Kashipur.

The S.D.Os are as such of (1) Tarai (2) Kashipur, (3) Nainital.

All these work under deputy commissioner.
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46. Hilly Villages

In Kurmachal houses are mostly built of stone. Roofs made of
slabs of stone are sloping so that water might flow down. Owing to
excess of rain here, houses made of straw cannot last long. In
mountains thatches are rare but in Tarai Bhavar they are abundant.
Now in mountains in roofs, tin shects, instead of stone slabs, are
used. Hilly villages seen from a distance, look very beautiful but on
going near this illusion is removed. At places they look quite dirty.
Manure lics scattered here and therc. People even case themselves
near their houses and this emits stench all round.

The villagers call their houses as, kud, the lower part as gorth
and thc verandah as gothmal. In gorhs, generally cows are kept. In
some houses cow-pens are located separately. The upper portion is
called majhela. If its verandah is open it is called chhaja; if closed
chakh. The roof is called pakha. The main gate is called kholi and
the room Khand. The courtyard is also called parangan as it is
covered with stone. The back portion of the house is called karadi
and the pathway gaun, gver or baro. The conglomeration of a
number of houses is called ‘Bakhali’. On the roofs bundles of grass
(lure) or pumpkins are kept. Had even a little attention been paid to
cleanliness in the villages, many discases would have been averted.

47. Farming

Farming is generally done here on old pattern. Fields in which
crops are sown have been made on the slopes of the mountains by
cutting. Where possible, canals called gul are taken out by cutting
drains from the hilly rivers. They are used for irrigation. At places
along the bank of the rivers there are quite fertile fields in the
valleys. These are called sere. Irrigated field is called sera. The land
that cannot be irrigated is called uprau. The parts of a village are
variously called as rok, sar and rana etc.

Normally cultivation is done by ploughing. But at some places
there are such hilly tracts of land where oxen cannot go. There
cultivation is done by digging with a hoe. Generally there are two
harvests. In Tarai Bhavar at places there grow three harvests. The
details of the crops produced are given below :

Kharif —Paddy, madua, manira, kauni, china, chaulai or chua,
ugal and maize. In Tarai Bhavar besides these, jvar,
bajara, ganara and kodon etc. are also produced.
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Pulses —Urd, bhat, gahat, rains, arhar and mung. Arhar is not
produced in mountains.

Mustard, sesamum and bhangira are the rilhans.

Rabi  —Wheat, barley and ganara are the grains, lentil, pea,
gram in Tarai Bhavar are the pulses. Linsced and
mustard are oil-seeds.

Cotton is produced here and there is small quantity. Bhang,
from the Icaves of which charas is manufactured, is also sown with
kharif crop. Its seeds ground and mixed in vegetables are eaten in
winters. They have warm effect. With the fibres of bhang plant
ropes and sack cloth are manufactured.

Sugarcane is produced in good quantity at places here in the
mountains. Ginger, chilly and turmeric are exported in plenty from
here. Potato and ghuian are produced in abundance. Mistletoes
(banda) wcighing upto 8-10 seers are produced here and exported
even to Calcutta. Tobacco is sown at places not for business but for
personal use.

Cultivation is the main source of people’s livelihood. But
owing to paucity of cultivated land all needs of people are not
fulfilled and so they take up service. All over India particularly in
northern India many of them are employed in high government and
other services. In Burma they are recruited in the army. They are
also employed in petty services. There is one platoon consisting of
the Kumaunis only. The second battalion has been disbanded. Some
of them are employed here and there in other battalions.
Sometimes motor vehicles ply on Bombay, Karachi, Calcutta and
Haldwani, Kathgodam-Almora routes. They also serve in hoteis in
Dclhi, Mecrut, Varanasi and Bareilly. They cannot pay the revenuc
by the income of their land only. They bring money by service at
different places and thereby pay the revenue and mect the domestic
expenses.

In Kumaun grains sufficient for consumption are not produced
there. Grains are sent to the mountains from Tarai Bhavar but
mostly they go to towns such as Nainital, Bhavali, Ranikhct,
Almora and Mukteshvar etc. Villages are generally self-reliant in
respect of food grains.
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48. Greens and Vegetables

Almost all types of greens and vegetables are produced here ;
special bcing—potato, onion, radish, ghuian, gaderi, gave,
cucumber, pumpkin, gourd, lentil, charchinda, tarud, tubcer, turnip,
spinage, coriander, fenugreek, pea, bigpea (bakula), tomato, pot-
herb (berhua) soya, cauliflower, salad, hathickuk and rubarb. Gethi
and rarud, produced in gardens as well as in jungles, are special
vegetables of this place.

Lai, ugal, chua or chaulai etc. are the vegetables for the poor
who have to take their bread with salt. In seasons they also bring
kairua, lingud, kothyuda etc. from the forests.

49. Flowers

In Kumaun flowers are produced in abundance; the main ones
are: jasmine, champa, bela, rose, kunj, hanskali, motia, juhi,
rajanigandha, genda, guldavari, daliya, gulbahar, motia, nargis, lotus
surya and chandra etc. Shiling is a special mountain flower which
spreads its fragrance far out and away. It blossoms after September.
Burans when blooms in forests in the spring looks many times more
beautiful than resu. Gulbak also is of many kinds.

Among English flowers are astor, bigonia, dahlia, haulihoc,
kailosia, kox coomb, tafushia, sweet william, sweet sultan,
geranium, petunia, zinnia, daisy etc. Indigenous flowers are
fragrant. English flowers are beautiful to look at but are generally
scentless.

Near Himalaya and in the forests various kind of flowers
bloom; many of them are very beautiful and fragrant, some are
poisonous also.

50. Fruits

Domestic fruits like chestnut, alubukhara, alucha, mango,
tamarind, guava, pomegranate, grape, peach, badhal, jujube, citron,
cherry, roseberry, jack-fruit, plantain, banana, lichi, lokat, orange,
pear, lemon, pangar, papaya, mulberry, apple, musk-melon, water-
melon, cucumber, apricot, fig, anjir etc. are produced in Kumaun.

Wild fruits—like anchu, bedu, baheda, bel, baida, anvala, banmuli,
bannibu, jujube, bamaura, bhotia badam, syunta, chilu gethi,
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ghingharu, gular, had, jaman, kachnar, kafal, khajur, kilmoda, mahua,
maulsiri, mehal, padam, chyura, kimu, timil, ginvai etc. are produced
in the jungles of Kumaun.

51. Wood

None can count the types of wood, grass, trees and plants
which grow in the forests of Kurmachal. People know about the
following trees which come into use : akhrot, ayanr, arandi, ashok,
arjun, mango, tamarind, utis, kachnar, kadam, kail, kikad, khair,
khadak, kharsu, gethi, sandal, chid, chyura, jaman, tun, devdaru,
neem, padam, pangar, fayant, papadi, babul, bel, bad, bichaina, banjh,
bent, burans bans, malu, bhauru, mehal, bhekul, bhojpatra, rinyaj, rai,
ritha, syanj, sal, shisham, haldu etc.

The wood of the following trees are exported to foreign lands :
From mountains—chid, fir and run.
From Tarai Bhavar—Sal, Shisham, haldu and Khair.

Formerly hilly paper made from the trees of siddha baduva was
quite durable. It was also exported outside but now paper is
manufactured in plain by machines from bhavad grass and bamboo.
Now hilly paper is manufactured very little.

52. Industries

Industries here have been quite scant. It is said that formerly
cotton was grown here and Hindu weavers prepared homespun
cloth. In every house there were charkhas but this industry was later
on hampered by the introduction of mill-made cloth. Forty to
fortyfive thousand weavers were thrown out of employment. In the
face of foreign cloth, indigenous cloth lost its market. After the
freedom movement woollen and cotton cloth began to be made
here and there in small quantity. Cloth industry is mostly centred in
Kashipur. There are a number of weavers there. The cloth-industry
is in the hands of the people of Kashipur. There khaddar and gadha
types of cloths are made. In Kashipur and Jaspur high quality of
printing and dyeing is done.

There is wool-industry in Danpur, Johar and Darma where
blankets, pankhis, pattus, dans and thulmas arc manulactured. These
are mostly sold in the fairs at Bageshvar and Jauljivi. As the result
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of the freedom movement woolen goods and galichas are
manufactured in Prem Vidyalaya at Tadikhet. Ashramas were also
opened in Bageshvar, Gananath, Salam etc. Almora district board
also popularised takali in schools where boys were taught to spin
wool. For preparing cloth from the spun-wool weaving houses were
also opened. The aim was to teach weaving also to the boys. But all
this was then in infancy. It could not flourish there as it did in
Kashmir. As Kashmir supplies excellent woollen goods at cheap
rates to whole of India, so when elegant, beautiful and cheap
woollen goods manufactured in Kurmachal will be sent outside
then alone indigenous cloth-industry shall be regarded prosperous.
Presently cloth sufficient to meet even domestic needs is not
produced there. The industry department also has opened a
weaving school here. In it all types of thread, indigenous and
[oreign, are used.

Mines: Here there are mines of gold, silver, copper, iron, lead,
yellow orpiment, borax etc. Gold and silver are mostly imported
from Tibct and a little is prepared from the sand of the rivers. Salt
also is produced in Bhot. Saun-Agari people unearth iron and
copper and refine them. For this they pay tax to the king. From the
minerals here all things, even weapons of war, were made.

Later on when in 1815 A.D this region came under the British
rule, the government extracted raw minerals from the mines here
and sent their samples to Calcutta. The samples were found to be
good. From the samples 24% to 21% iron was produced. In 1826
A.D. the second report was sent to the government. Captain
Drummond and Mr. Bilkin carried on the business of copper from
1838 A.D. to 1841 A.D. For it an annual subsidy of Rs.3415/- was
given by the government but there was a loss of Rs.7384/-. This
relates to Garhwal.

In 1856 A.D. the East India Company sent Mr. Sauberry to
Kumaun to undertake the work of melting iron. Iron-industry was
opened here in Ramgad, Dechausri and Khurpatal. Later on Devis
Company also decided to undertake iron-industry. When the
government incurred loss it sold out its establishment at Khurpatal
to the above company. The business establishment at Dechauri was
purchased by Drummond company in 1861 A.D. In 1862 these two
companies were merged in the ‘North of India Kumaun Iron Works
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Company’. The government, to a great extent, relaxed the forest
laws for them. They could under certain terms and conditions cut
away as much wood as they needed. In 1864 A.D. this company
became insolvent. Later on when the forest laws became strict and
orders were issued that none would, without governmental
permission extract minerals from mines, this industry closed down.
Even after the closure of the company the Saun-Agaris continued
digging out iron from here and there but owing to the strict laws
they, too, had to stop this business and take to cultivation.

Gold and silver were imported here from Tibet. Formerly 90
grains of gold wrapped in farang was regarded equivalent to a gold-
coin. Gold worth Rs.10 to 12 thousand and silver worth Rs.30 to 40
were imported in Bageshwar every year from 1845 AD. to
1850 A.D.

Near the copper-mine of Gaul-Paladi, lead is also available. In
Danpur also lead is found. There is a mine of yellow orpiment in
Munsyari. Lignite is found in Bhimtal; graphite in Kalmatia,
Banadi, Falsimi etc. and sulphur in Munsyari, Nainital, Nargoli,
Kharabagadh, Kathgodam etc. Borax is imported from Tibet and
refined in Ramnagar. There are many borax factories here. Gypsum
is found in Chhakhata and in river Nihal near Kaladhungi. Kamer
which, when refined, can be used as gypsum, is found at many
places. Bitumen from which medicine is prepared, is found here at
several places. There are also lime-mines at so many places. Alum is
found in Jakhgaon between Nainital and Khairana. Jalipaush is
found here and there. Funnels are made from it and also the Indian
medicine called abhrak.

Mr. Atkinson also writes that there are many good minerals in
Kumaun but owing to non-availability of coal and keen competition
with foreign goods, this industry could not flourish. On the
establishment of our own government it will be the duty of the
supporters of the self-government to encourage industries by
producing cheap electricity from water-falls and opening various
types of factories.

Lisa: Tt is collected from pine-trees and is exported from here in
good quantity. Formerly in Bhavali turpentine oil was produced,
now it has been shifted to Bareilly. There is an oil refinery in
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Haldwani. Oil extracted from mustard seeds is of very good quality.
From Ramnagar, Haldwani and Lalkuan wood in good quantity is
exported abroad. In 1931 A.D. timber-contractor Haradatt Joshi
started furniture-industry in Haldwani. Till now all types of
furniture were brought from Bareilly and its neighbourhood. Only
ordinary type of furniture was made here.

Sugar: Sugar factories were opened in Kichha and Lalkuan between
1932 to 1933 A.D.

Cotton: In Kashipur there is a cotton processing mill also.
In Mukteshvar from blood collected from  the bodies of cattle,
serum is prepared for cattle-diseases. Serum is also prepared for
injecting it in human diseases. Its branch has been opened in
Bareilly also. Lymph is prepared in Patuadangar. It is used in
injections. Both of these are government undertakings; one at
Mukteshvar is related to the central government and Lymph depot
is under the provincial government.

Catechu: Catechu was formerly prepared in Tarai-Bhavar but now it
is mostly prepared in Bareilly, as a factory has been established
there to which catechu trees from Tarai Bhavar are supplied at
cheap rates. This is the result of the grace of Mr. Wyndham.

The following herbs and roots are exported to other countries
from Kathgodam, Tanakpur, Haldwari and Ramnagar etc. (1)
chhadila (2) padam (3) daruhaldi (4) ghudbach (S) mulim (6)
kaiphal, surkha (7) Pakhanbed, (8) ritha, (9) dalchini, (10) rajigara,
(11) hansraj, (12) chiraita, (13) kotu, (14) amaltash, 915) suhaga,
(16) biroja, (17) Samoya, (18) ghasijira, (19) tejpatta, (20) mirch
dada, (21) sink, (22) singada, (23) banafsa, (24) brahmi, (25) bijsar,
(26) babool, (27) khair, (28) rasaud, kuchila, punarnavva, pipli,
tarud, gethi, lisa etc.

Grasses
The following grasses are sent to plains from Tarai Bhavar :

Kans —for making baskets.

Sink —for making brooms and paper.
Tuli—for making mats to cover carts.
Bendu, Nal, Tanta—for thatches.
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Paderu, Motha—for making mats.

Munj—{or making rope.

Bhavar—for making paper.

Bamboo —exported from Tarai Bhavar in good quantity.

Honey -also is exported from Kumaun and imported from Nepal.

Leather is sent to Kanpur, Saharanpur, Bareilly and Agra etc.
In Pali-Pachhaun and Salt good and durable mats (minire) are made.

Industries are quite scant here. Some people make baskets of
wood. At places stone-cups from gypsum are made.

Kuthalia Bauras prepare bhang-bags (Kuthale) and also a kind
of cloth. Dr. D. Pant writes that in the days of the Mughals
commercial transactions were carried on between Nepal, Kumaun
and Bhutan. Kumaun was famous for its minerals such as gold,
silver, iron, copper, lead, yellow orpiment and borax. From Tibet,
its northern region, musk, yaks, hawks, horses and wild honey were
imported in Kumaun and from there sent to other places. Other
things that Kumaun then exported were chuk, chyur, wax and wool.

Mr. Traill in his report of 1825 writes that the following things
from Kumaun were sent to the plains :

From Mountains: All kinds of grains, pulses, rilhan, (seeds from
which oil 1s extracted) turmeric, ginger, dry ginger, saffron, nagkesar
(medicinal herb) cardamom, mari, kalki, lalgiri, nirbisi, archa,
chiraita, sugar, barks, rejpar, chilly, pomegranate, walnut, syunte,
aravi, charas, bhang, opium, ghee, oil, honey, wax, musk, hawk,
borax, bitumen, gypsum, yellow orpiment, hilly paper, bamboo,
wooden utensils, hides, whisk, horses, cattle, gold-dust, iron, bars of
copper, small fans, blankets, wool and sour things (chook).

Things sent from Terai to the plains (in 1825) : Wood, beams, planks,
bambooes, crushers, ivory, fuel, wooden utensils, coal, lime, gum,
sealing wax, catechu, ghee, oil, grains, pulses, relhan, banda, turmeric,
chilly, bhavar grass, munj, sack-cloth, paint, banslochan etc.

Things sent from the plains to the hills—Cotton, silken and woollen
clothes, thread, cotton, tobacco, jaggery, sugar, sugar candy, salt,
spices, betel, betel-nuts, coconuts, dryfruits, soap, paints, indigo,
alum, potash, sulphur, medicine, iron goods, copper sheets, toys,
looking glasses, gun powder, tins, lead coral, pearl, precious stones,
gold, silver, paper and ink etc.
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Spinning with the help of hydro-electricity . From 1935 A.D. Thakur
Joga Singh started at village Gongolakotuli the work of spinning by
hydro-electricity. By it wool and cotton are spun. This work is
praiseworthy. It is hoped that this would spread all over Kurmachal.

53. Fruit Business

Fruits are produced here in abundance. Here there are a
number of orchards also. Apples produced at Jalana are the best.
This famous orchard originally belonged to General Wheeler; now
it belongs to Seth Lala Shivalal Paramashah of Nainital. Rai
Bahadur Lala Chiranji Lal, the rais and zamindar of Almora, has
made a good deal of effort in his orchard in Devaldhar. There he
produced different types of fruits but owing to its distance from the
railway line it could not flourish as did the orchards of Ramgad
located near Nainital and the railway line. Almost all the orchards
of Binsar have come under the possession of Lala Kundanlal
Mathurasah Gangola. In the government orchard at Ranikhet also
fruits like apples, pears, plums, cherries, apricots, peaches, oranges,
chestnuts etc. are produced in abundance but fruit business at
Ramgad, Bhavali, and Mukteshvar is progressing well. In Ramgad
there are many orchards owned by the English who first of all
planted many types of fruit trees there. Now the Indians have also
made a good progress in this field. Prominent among the
Englishmen are Ms. Swidenham, Linklan, Allen and Mrs. Deriyas
etc. and among Indians Ms. Visharad, Umapati, Jagat Chand,
Mohan Singh Dadamval etc. In Mukteshwar Mrs. Staifal and Rai
Saheb Lala Anti Ram Shah are the main persons. In Bhavali Pt.
Narayandatt Bhatt also has made good efforts in this direction. He
studied horticulture and is trying to put this business on the path of
greater progress. In Ranikhet the name of Mr. Mumtaj Hussain is
worth-noting. In Syahidevi Vanprasthi Pt. Bholadatta Pande also
the successor to the Siddhashram established by Pt. Shiromani
Pathak and Baba Haidiya Khan, has planted beautiful orchards
where delicious fruits are produced. In Bhimtal also there are a few
orchards, but apples produced at Ramgad, Jalana and Chaubattia
are the best. The soil at these places is suitable for fruit-production.
Apple is mostly produced at the height of more than 6000’. Other
smaller orchards also exist here and there.

Oranges are produced in Sor and Gangoli since ancient times.
Elsewhere also they are produced. Hilly oranges are very good but
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not so as those of Nagpur and Silhat. Cultivation of oranges needs
greater attention. Lemons produced here are very good and of big
size.

In Tarai Bhavar there are big orchards of mango, jackfruit,
papaya, and banana etc. Mangoes and bananas of Askot are good.
In Pali Pachhaun also mango is produced in abundance.

54. Tea-gardens

When the British rule was established in Kumaun, boundaries
of all the villages were fixed according to the settlement of 1823
A.D. On the occasion of bringing this region under the British
empire people were given very high hopes. The English expressing
their dissatisfaction over this settlement demanded that they should
get good pieces of land in Kumaun. Formerly the English were not
allowed to hold personal property here without prior permission.
Dr. Royal in 1827 A.D. made a submission that the extensive piece
of land of Kumaun on which cultivation is not done, should be
given to the Europeans for tea-plantation. In India a tea-committee
was summoned in 1834 A.D. In England thé Parliament, after a
good deal of debate between 1828-1837 A.D. passed the law that
the English could possess personal property in India. Mr. Batton
declared that the village boundaries were nominal. So the high
ridges with good climate were given away to the English as free land
to enable them to live there and carry on tca-plantation. Now these
tea-gardens have come under the possession of the Indians. The
English found that tea grew here in a natural way.

In 1835 A.D. seeds of tea were sown. First of all Dr. Faulkner
planted a tea-garden at Laxmishvar in Almora. In 1841 A.D. there
were 3840 tree-plants in this garden but presently there is not a
single one. In 1842 A.D. a few Chinese came from China to produce
tea. Dr. Faulkner carried to England some tea produced at Almora.
It was found to be quite good. In 1838 A.D. Mr. Fortune was sent to
China to have a training in tea-production. He brought a few
Chinese with him. Then tea-gardens were planted here at many
places. In 1841 A.D. Major Corbett planted a tea-garden in
Hawalbag which was first purchased by the government and later on
by Lala Amar Nath Sah. Now it is in the possession of the affluent
Tripathis of Kholta. Again in 1850 Mr. Ramsay planted a tea-
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garden in Katyur which was purchased by Mr. Norman Troupe.
Tea-gardens were planted in Vajyula, Gvaldam, Dumlot, Oda,
Lodh, Dunagiri, Jalna, Binsar, Gaulpaladi, Saniudyar, Beninag,
Dol, Lohaghat, Jhaltola, Kausani, Syahidevi, Chaukodi, Chhidapani
ctc. Out of these Kausani, Beninag and Lodh earned good name;
they produced high quality tea. The tea produced at Kausani now
remains in name only. That estate has been taken by the
government and given in Jagir 10 army pensioners. Now Thakur
Devi Singh and Dan Singh Bisht are manufacturing most of the tea
in Chaukodi and Beninag. There alone now remain the biggest tea
gardens here. Till 1907 A.D. there were 20 tea-gardens herc but
now the tea of Assam, Nilgiri, Darjeeling and Lanka has very much
harmed this only industry of Kumaun. Mr. Ramsay had opened a
cart-road in 1892 A.D. for the bencefit of the tea-gardens. He was
the first man to make efforts to develop this industry here. The later
English men adopted indifferent attitude in this matter. At present
the tea-gardens are generally not in the possession of the
English; all their free estates have come under the possession of the
Indians.

55. Free Sample Estates

In the beginning of the British rule here, some of high, fertile
and healthful regions were given to the English for the cultivation
of tea and fruits. The intention was to settle them down in fine plea-
sant and healthy climate. Realising from them the average income
of 20 years free sample estates were given to them. Even now except
cess they have to pay no revenue. Their names are as follows :

1. Indistrict Almora

(1) Dunagiri estate—I1t was purchased by Mr. Mani in 1866
A.D. for Rs. 5128/-. Later on Mr. Crau purchased it. Then
it passed on under Mr. Earl, but now after his death it is
on sale. The garden is now totally deserted.

(2) Lodh—It was under the possession of Madam
Hendarson but now it has been sold. Tea is produced
here even now.

(3) Kausani—First of all Mr. Ramsay founded i, later on
Mr. Macklaud purchased this estate. Then Norman
Troupe purchased it. Now it is a government property
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and here land is given to soldiers in jagir. Production of
tea had remained very little. Its parts such as Vajyula,
Ayanratoli, Udkholi and Chhatiya etc. have now becu
distributed among the soldiers. The government has
purchased it for Rs.1,55,600/-.

(4) Shyali—It is under the possession of Dr. Govind Singh
Mehta and othcrs.

(5) Dumlot and (6) Pagari, Jauna—They have been
purchased by the government for one lakh.

(7) Beninag, Chaukodi—are under the possession of Thakur
Deo Singh Dan Singh Bisht.

(8) Jhaltola—Half of it has been sold to the villagers and the
rest is in the possession of Durga Singh Rawat.

(9) Lohaghat—Here there are two estates—Fernhill and
Chanuvankhal. The first formerly belonged to Mr. Hensy,
now it belongs to Mr. Talak. The second belongs to Mrs.
Hauskins.

(10) Bhaisoda estate—It belongs to Lala Lachhiram Sah.
(11) Hawalbagh—It belongs to the Tripathis of Kholté.

(12) Pot—It is in the possession of Pt. Laxmidatt Joshi,
Danya.

2. District Nainital

In Nainital there are four free sample estates—iwo in
Bhawali—one belonged to Mr. Malina and another to Mr. Newton;
now they are in the possession of Pt. Narayan Datt and Pt. Govind
Vallabh. The third is in Bhimtal and the fourth is Kaipankusha
Castle which lies above Bhawali. Many other estates are in the
possession of the Europeans but they all are simple zamindaris.

56. Dak-bungalows

In 1833 A.D. there were 35 Dakbungalows in district Almora.
(1) Almora (2) Bageshwar (3) Bans (4) Baijnath (5) Vainskhet (6)
Champavat (7) Chhida (8) Dwarahat (9) Dwali (10) Dhakudi (11)
Devindhura (12) Dyuri (13) Dhaulchhina (14) Gurna (15)
Gangolihat (16) Garbyang (17) Ganai (18) Hawalbagh (19) Kapkot
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(20) Khati (21) Lohaghat (22) Loharkhet (23) Lamgada (24)
Munsyari (25) Majkhali (26) Masi (27) Naini (28) Phurkiya (29)
Pithoragarh (30) Panuwanaula (31) Ranikhet (32) Someshwar (33)
Sukhidhang (34) Takula and (35) Ekaki.

Besides, there are many bungalows of forest department and
PWD where none can stay without prior permission. But in dak-
bungalows anybody can stay on payment. The management of the
dak-bungalows is in the hands of the district board.

Dakbungalows at Nainital :- Kathgodam, Bhimtal (1884), Khairna,
Baitalghat, Ranibag (1866), Ramgad (1867), Pyuda (1867), Dhari
(1894), Maluwatal.

In addition, in Tarai Bhavar there are government estate
bungalows in Haldwani, Kichhaha, Kaladhungi, Bajpur, Khatima,
Chorgalya, Ramnagar, Bailapadav, Chhoi, Kota, Mangoli, Sitarganj,
Rudrapur, Gadarpur, Kashipur etc.

Bungalows of PWD are in Kichhaha, Haldwani, Nalena,
Baldiyakhan, Bhawali, Ratighat, Garjiya, Kumariya, Sinauda,
Katarmal, Khairna etc.

There are a number of bungalows belonging to the forest
department—Kilberi, Niglat, Jhaludeo, Kalauna, Haldwani,
Dechaunri, Ukhalyun, Chorgalya, Horai, Anwalakheda, Dhanaur,
Tamadhaun, Syuntara, Jaulasal, Kaladeo, Senapani, Danda, Lodh,
Basarkhet, Khathauti, Ramnagar, Maladhan, Gajaria, Durum,
Dophad, Dhela, Mohan and Dungalgaon, Parkot, Bhatgaon,
Ganiyandyoli, Syuni, Ruvaichvain, Badechhina, Bajawada,
Kanarichhina, Ganai, Shandeo, Thal, Beninag, Binsar, Askot,
Pathariya, Dinapani, Maharpali, Gananath, Gadakhet, Dhuraphat,
Lamagada, Kabaleshwar.

The bungalows located on beautiful peaks in the midst of
attractive scenes and healthy climate are nothing less than pleasure-
house. All the modern amenities are available there.

57. Roads in Kumaun

Rail. Roads —The following branches of Kumaun-Rohilkhand-
railway lie within the boundary of Kumaun.
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Railway stations lying within the boundary of Kumaun—
Bareilly-Kathgodam line—(66 miles)—Kichchhaha, Lalkuan,
Haldwani, Kathgodam.

Moradabad-Kashipur (30 miles)—Kashipur-Burhanpur.

Lalkuan-Ramnagar (58 miles)—Lalkuan-Gularbhoj, Bajpur,
Sarkada, Kashipur, Ramnagar.

Pilibhit-Tanakpur (31 miles)—Majhaula, Khatima, Chakarpur,
Banabasa, Tanakpur.

All the railway lines lic in Bhavar Tarai.

Kathgodam-Bareilly line was opcned in 1882 A.D. but became
operative in 1884 A.D. Pilibhit-Tanakpur line was opcned in 1909-
10 A.D. and Ramnagar-Lalkuan linc in 1905-06 A.D.

Roads —Roads cxisted in the time of the native Kings, but they
were not always properly repaired. The villagers were ordered to
keep the roads clean. The roads on the side where the king went on
tour were clcancd. They were generally cleaned when the army or
big officers, passed through them.

Pt. Ramdatt Tripathi writes that during the time of King
Kartikeya there were 2000 bridges made of strong devadaru wood
on every river in the state. They all were constructed and repaired at
the cost of the government. The width of the highway was 3, 4, 5, 6,
cubits according to the need.

The Gorkhas had construcied a road from Kali to
Alakhnanda. It extended from Kali to Srinagar via Almora. On il
mile-stones also were pitched. Tt was got constructed by
the villagers  through forced labour. During the times of the
English also a number of roads were got constructed through
forced labour. Mr. Traill got the roads constructed by the
prisoners. The English writers have themselves mentioned these
things. The Gorkhas have built stairs at various places in the
mountains.

For coming and going and business communications there
were the following passes between the plains and the mountains .
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(1) Chilkiya or Dhikuli—Now called Ramnagar.

(2) Kota Bhavar—Even now known by the same name.

(3) Bamauri—Now it is called Kathgodam. A village named
Bamauri lies ncar it.

(4) Timali Brahmadco—Now it is called Tanakpur. There
arc other minor roads called ‘Chorghate’. One such road
connccts Chorgalya and Chauganda. Other roads are as
follows:

Nainital
Motorable and cart-roads

(1) Bareilly-Kathgodam-mettled grade [—60) miles.
(2) Kathgodam-Nainital-mettled grade 1—22 miles.
(3) Kathgodam-Ranikhet-Almora—382 miles.

The road from Ranikhet to Almora at present is not in good
condition.

Unmetalled Card-Roads
I.  From Ramnagar to Ranikhet — 30 miles

Grade I1 roads having bridges

Ranibagh-Almora (via Bhimtal) — 35 milcs
Ranibagh-Nainital — 12 miles
Ramnagar-Khairna — 28 miles
Nainital-Ramgarh — 12 miles
Ramgarh-Almera — 20  miles
Bhawali-Bhimtal - 3 miles
Nathuwakhan-Mukteshwar - 3  miles

The following roads have bridges at places and at places have
no bridges.

Nainital-Moradabad — 12 miles
Ramnagar-Moradabad — 13 miles
Su.anpur-Bijnor — 18 miles
Kashipur-Dadhiyal — 6 miles
Kashipur- Thiakurdwara — 4  miles
Jaspur-Rchad — 5 miles
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Grade I1I Roads

Nainital-Godappu - 21
Nainital-Ratighat - 7
Ramnagar-Khairna - 28
Khairna-Ghuradi - 8
Ramgad-Dcchaunri - 24
Dechaunri-Bajari - 9
Bhimtal-Mornaula - 21
Pyuda-Mukteshwar-Dhari - 14

Grade IV Roads

miles
miles
miles
miles
miles
miles
miles
miles

miles
miles
milcs
milcs

miles

miles

miles

miles

miles

miles

miles

miles (18 in
Nainital)

miles

miles
miles
miles
miles

Jaspur-Ramnagar - 12
Bhimtal-Maluvatal - 8
Betalghat-Danapu - 6
Betalghat-Kalakhet - 6
Roads belonging to the ruling estates
(In Tarai Bhavar)

Kashipur-Sultanpur-Kichcha-Satarganj
Khatima-Melaghat - 14
Kichcha-Bara-Satarganj - 14
Satarganj-Chorgalya - 8
Sultanpur-Chhoi - 15
Brahmadeo-Hardwar - 67
Satarganj-Kathgodam - 27
Akhrauli-Horai - 3
Pilibhit-Khatima-Brahmadeo — 30
Satarganj-Pilibhit - 5
Haldwani-Papalarao-Barakheda-

Sakeniya - 20
Pipalarao-Chakalua - 7
Dechaunri-Ginnigaon Musabangar — 5
Bailpadao-Shaphakhan - 11
Ramnagar-Kota - 10

Ramnagar-Karai -

miles

miles
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Rudrapur-Haldwani — 20 miles

Kichchhaha-Darau — 5 miles

Shivanathpur-Amapokhara- = 9  miles
Ramnagar

Kishanpur-Dolpokhara — 3  miles

Sherpur-Kotabag — 3  miles

Kota-Kaladhungi — 6 miles

These are the main roads. We have not mentioned the names
of smaller pathways. Boats also ply in the major rivers of all the
parganays of Tarai.

Almora

In Almora about 200 miles road bclongs to PWD and 1000-
1200 miles road to district board. From Almora roads lcad to
almost all the parganas. From here roads lead to Pindari Glacier,
Tibet, Kailash and Manasarovar also.

From Kathgodam Almora is 82 miles by motorable road and
37 miles by footpath. First motor lorry was introduced here in 1920.
Since then motor transport has become quite popular.

Cart Roads (metalled)
From Almora to Garuda via Kausani and Someshwar — 42 miles
Unmetalled

From Bhatraunchkhan to Bhikiyasain-about 18 miles. This
road was constructed for yatraline, but owing to its being
unmetalled motor vehicles are not to be plied on it without prior
permission.

Grade II Roads

Almora-Champavat — 52 miles.

Almora-Lohaghat — 52 miles Via Lamagada, Mora-
naula, Devidhura, Kheti-
khan; one road
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Almora-Jhulaghat (via Sor-Gangoli) from Khetikhan leads to
— 68 miles Champavat and another
to Lohaghat.

Almora-Askot (via Beninag, — 70  miles
Ganai, Thal)

Bagishwar-Baijnath — 12 miles
Bagishwar-Dwarahat — 27 miles
Bagishwar-Bhawali — 26 miles
Baitalghat-Tadikhet - 7  miles
Baitalghat-Bhikiyasain — 14 miles
Devalthal-Kanalichhina - 6  miles
Darama-Khela — 21 miles
Dwarahat-Saraikhet — 31  miles
Dyarighat-Majkhali - 4  miles
Garjiya-Milam — 61 miles
Hawalbagh-Almora — 4  miles
Kharbagada-Phurakiya — 26 miles
Majkhali-Somesawar — 14  miles
Kharabagada-Talladanpur — 36 miles
Marchula-Sitauli - 1  mile

Marchula-Mohan - 6 miles
Mohan-Panuvakhal — 46 miles
Narayan Tewadi-Sitauli - 1 mile

Satsiling-Tejam — 37 miles
Chaukot-Deghat - 8 miles
Pali-Bhikiyasain — 9 miles
Dhunaghat-Danda Kathauli — 22 miles
Garvyang-Mallakalapani — 9 miles
Someshwar-Takula-Binsar — 13 miles
Jaulabag-Chhanauj — 18 miles
Almora-Takula-Bagishwar — 26 miles

Bagishwar-Kapkot — 14  miles
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Kapkot-Loharkhet-Dhakudi-Khadi-

Dwali-Phurkiya (or Pindari-gal) — 30 miles
Khairna-Almora — 19 miles
Ghuradi-Almora — S miles
Kakadighat-Syahidcvi-Majakhali — 16 milcs
Majakhali-Dwarahat — 12 miles
Dwarahat-Ganai — 9  miles

From Almora Badrinath is about 126 miles but 33 miles of
Badrinath-Almora line falls within district Almora; rest in district
Garhwal.

Chhanauj-Jainti-Devidhura — 15 miles
Lohaghat-Chhida-Pithoragarh — 26 miles
Askot-Tanakpur — 87 miles
Baijnath-Gwaldam — 8 miles
Baijnath-Kausani — 6 miles
Dhunaghat-Lohaghat — 11  miles
Dwarahat-Ranikhet — 12 miles
Grade ITII Roads
Askot-Garbyang road — 66 miles
Panuwannaula-Saimdyo - 4  miles
Mornaula-Mehaljhadi — 43 nmiles
Jayanti-Mornaula - 5 miles
Bhikiyasain-Ranikhet — 11  miles
Silor-Pali - 4  miles
Lohaghat-Rameshwar — 15  miles
Gangolihat-Dharamghar — 24 miles
Phurkiya-Pindarisadaka — 4 miles
Kathbudiya-Dyolikhan - 2 miles

In this way the net of roads is spread all over the region. The
two parganas of Salt and Rangod have no roads, except village
footpaths. Otherwise in all the other parganas and partis, there are
good roads.



Geographical and Historical Description 107

At most places people have constructed good roads in their
villages at their own cost. Patia, Jhijada and Kasun have good roads.

58. Journey to Kailash

There are two routes to Kailash—One via Vyans-Darma and
another via Johar. Vyans-Darma route is good but that via Johar is
said to be difficult. The traveller following the Vyans-Darma route
shall have to go either from Pithoragarh to Dharchula via Tanakpur
or from Almora. From Almora Pithoragarh is 52 miles and from
Tanakpur about 65 miles.

Askot from Pithoragarh via Kanalichhina is 27 miles.

Askot to Baluakot — 11 miles.
Baluakot to Dharchula — 11  miles.
Dharchula to Khela — 10  miles.
Khela to Tithila - 9  miles.
Tithila to Galla - 9  miles.
Galla to Malpa — 9 miles
Malpa to Garvyang — 12 miles.
Garvyang to Kalapani — 9  miles
Kalapani to Pala — 11  miles
Pala to Takalakot _ - 6 miles
Takalakot to Balda — 10 miles
Balda to Mansarovar — 15 miles
Mansarovar to Darchin — 20 miles
Darchin to Didiphuganba — 10 miles
Didiphuganbas to Darchin — 15 miles
The route to Johar is as follows—
Almora to Bageshwar — 26 miles
Bagishwar to Kapkot — 14  miles
Kapkot to Shyama : — 11 miles
Shyama to T¢jam - 8 miles
Tcjam to Girgaon — 7 miles

Girgaon 1o Tiksain - 8 miles
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Tiksain to Biri - 7  miles
Biri to Bogadyar — 8 miles
Bogadyar to Rilkot — 8 miles
Rilkot to Milam - 8 miles

Milam to Untadhura (17,599/)

Jayanti (17000:)

Kungari Vingri (18300/)
Jnaniya

Tirthapuri
Kailash
Mansarovar

Roads belonging to the forest department
Besides the above roads the forest department also has

constructed a number of roads which are spread here and there.

59.
(A)

(D
(2)

3)
@)
)
(6)
™
)

©)

Iospitals

In district almora the following hospitals are under the
District Board and other institutions:

Almora Sadar Hospital (some moncy is taken from the Octroi
Board also).

Almora Ladies’ Hospital (It runs with the help from the
Dufferin fund and Octroi board.)

Pithoragarh (Formerly belonged to Mission)

Lohaghat.

Bhikiyasain } established for varraline

Ganai

Baijnath (Formerly belonged 1o the owners of tea gardens).
Bagishwar (First belonged to Mission, now from 1913 belongs
to the Board).

Devidhura (Its building was constructed by Pt. Beniram Pande,
a contractor; in his very name. This hospital is called Beniram
Hospital.

(10) Beninag (Its building has been donated by Deosingh and

Dansingh Bisht).

(11) Gangoli—Opencd with the cfforts and donation of

Pt. Ishwaridatt Joshi.
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Subsidised Hospitals
Dwarahat— of Mission
Jhulaghat— of Mission
Dharchula— of Shyamalatal Ramkrishna Mission (now Ayurvedic
Aushadhalaya non-existent).
Kapkot (In winters its -branch is in Tecjam, in summers in
Munshyari).
Manila (1ts branch is in Khumad).
Jainti
Lamgada

Subsidised Aushadhalayas
Khetikhan
Devalthal
Mansi (managed by Scva Samiti, Prayag).
Gadital
(B) In District Nainital
Nainital Sadar Hospital
Police Hospital, Nainital (1902)

Hospitals of Kashipur, Haldwani, Ramnagar and Kalidhungi are
under the district board.

In Bajpur, Kichcha, Gadarpur, Sitarganj and Khatima, there
are hospitals run by ruling states.

Aushadhalayas : In Tanakpur there is a National Aushadhalaya run
by the Congress.

(C) Leper Houses

Here there are two leper houses— One in Almora, second in
Chandak, Pithoragarh : Both of them belong to the Mission and
also get government subsidy.

The leper house in Almora was established by Mr. Ramsay.
Since 1836 A.D. he distributed food and clothes to the lepers who
came to the town. In 1840 A.D. cottages were built in Ganeshigair
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for 20 lcpers. In 1848, near the present hospital, in Almora a
building was acquired and in 1851 A.D. this hospital was put in the
charge of Father Budden. Then there were 31 lepers in it In 1854
A.D. Missionarics raiscd subscription and having acquircd the
present place established a lceper-house there. In 1864 A.D.
Mr. Ramsay with the permission of the government gave Hawalbag
to the leper house. It was sold for Rs. 48,000/-. This amount was
deposited in the treasury in the form of pro-notes. From its income
that Ieper-house was run. Laha Moti Ram Sah of Nainital donated
Rs. 5,000/-. In 1909 A.D. there were 110 lepers and in 1931 AD.
110 lepers here.

Year Average No. Year of arnval Year of discharge
1931 77 22 10
1932 78 15 11
1933 80 19 12
1934 47 22 15
1935 95 a5 28

Between 1864 A.D. and 1909 A.D. 500 lcpers were converted
to Christianity. For them there exists a Church also.

Mr. Oakley writes that during 35 years 50 children of lepers
were brought up by the mission out of which only 3 turned lepers
(Holy Himalaya).

(D) Other Ilospitals

In Nainital, Almora, Haldwani and other towns there are a
number of private hospitals and aushdhalayas.

Ramsay Hospital was established in 1888 A.D. with
subscription raised from the people of the whole region but it was
specially reserved for the Europeans and the Kiranis. Now only
wealthy and respectable Indians who can afford to pay can live
there. [t was built in the memory of Sir Ramsay.
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(E) T.B. Hospitals

In Bhawali there is a big T.B. Hospital. About 150 patients can
be accommodated here. Charges are realised from the rich. A few
poor men are also admitted. It was cstablished in 1912 AD. Itis a
semi-government institution. The government gives it subsidy. A
committce chaired by the Chicf Justice manages it.

With the cfforts of Dr. Kakkad one more sanatorium has been
established in Gethiya. In 1907 A.D. the missionaries of Almora
also cstablished a ladics’ sanatorium on a ribari of Baldhauti. There
is also a privatc hospital of Dr. Khajanchand.

6(). Cattle-houses

In Kumaun cattle housc is called Khod. In Nainital there are
55 khods and in Almora 15. Their management is mostly in the
hands of the district boards. Khods lying within the boundary of the
chungi are managed by the chungi board.

61. Protected old buildings

The temples at Dwarahat and Katarmal, temples of Balcshwar,
Naula, Baijnath and Ranachula in Kumaun and a few temples of
Gangolihat are among the protected temples. These all are worth-
seeing. The architecture of many temples is praiscworthy.

62. Post-offices in district Almora

Name Patti

1. Almora — Khasparaja
2. Askot — Askot
3. Binsar* — Kharahi
4. Bagishwar — Talla Katyur
5. Beninag — Malla Badaun
6. Bhikiyasain — Valla Naya
7. Bainskhet — Malla Tikhun
8. Champavat — Talla Charal
9. Chaubattia* — Chaugaon

10. Chitreshvar — Valla Givad

(Conid.)
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Name Patti

11. Chandak Khasparaja (Sor)

12. Chaupakhia Saun

13. Devidhura Kharahi

14. Badechhina Talla Lakhanpur

15. Dhunaghat Assi

16. Dwarahat Malladora

17. Deghat Malla Chaukot

18. Devalthal Barabisi

19. Ganai Gangoli Athigaon Valla

20. Gangolihat Bherang

21. Gwaldam Malla Katyur

22. Garbiyang* Vyans

23. Hawalbagh Talla Syunara

24. Jainti Talla Salam

25. Ghulaghat Naya Desh

26. Kapkot Talla Danpur

27. Khela Chaudans

28. Kausani Bichalla Katyur

29. Lamgada Bisaut

30. Loharkhet Malla Danpur

31. Lala Bazar Khasparaja (Almora)

32. Lohaghat Bisung

33. Manan Valla Bararau

34. Munsyari Dhuraphat

35. Masi Balla Givad

36. Majkhali . Riuni

37. Nakuri

Dharamghar " -

(Contd.)
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Name Patii
38. Nargoli Palla Kamashyar
39. Panuwannaula Malla Lakhanpur
40. Pithoragarh Khasparaja (Sor)
41. Ranikhet Chaugav
42. Ranikhet Sadar Bazar Chaugav
43. Majkhali Athaguli Palli’
44. Someshwar Baurarau Valla
45. Shama Bichala Danpur
46. Saniudyar Palla Kamashyar
47. Takula Malla Syunara
48. Thal Mali
49. Khetikhan Gangol
50. Mayavati Bisung
51. Bagwalipokhar Palli Athaguli
52. Kairala Valla Salt
53. Baijnath Malla Katyur
54. Dangoli Malla Katyur
55. Deval Askot
56. Dharchula Askot
57. Bhatarauchkhan Kakalasaun
58. Binkot
59. Syauni

*They are seasonal post offices.

Nainital and other regions via Ranikhet.

From Almora telegrams can be sent to Lohaghat, Pi.thoragarh,
Mukteshwar and Ranikhet. Telephonic calls also can be made to
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In district Nainital
Name Patti

1. Nainital Chhakhata

2. " Tallital Chhakhata

3. Lat Saheb Ka Camp* Chhakhata

4. Bhimial Chhakhata

5. Jyolikot Chhakhata

6. Bhawali Chhakhata

7. Sattal Chhakhata

8. Patuwadangar

9. Khairna Dhaniyakot
10. Binkot Dhaniyakot
11. Ramgad Ramgada
12. Kota Kota
13. Pyuda Kutauli
14. Mukteshwar Mahrudi
15. Haldwani Chhakhata Bhavar
16. Kathgodam Chhakhata Bhavar
17. Ranibag Chhakhata Bhavar
18. Kaladungi Chhakhata Bhavar
19. Chorgalya* Chaubhainsi Bhavar
20. Ramnagar Kota Bhavar
21. Kichcha Rudrapur
22. Rudrapur Rudrapur
23. Darav Rudrapur
24. Gadarpur Gadarpur
25. Shafakhana Bajpur
26. Lalkuan Kilpuri

(Contd.)
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Name Parti
27. Satarganj — Kilpuri
28. Khatima — Bileri
29. Kashipur — Kashipur
30. Jaspur — Jaspur

*These are seasonal post offices.

63. The Population of Kumaun

The first reference to the population of Kumaun has been
made by Fransis Hamilton in his book Kingdom of Nepal. In
Fatehgarh Pt. Hariballav Pande had told him that in Almora,
duripg the time of the Gorkha rule, there were 1000 houses and in
Champavat 200 to 300 houses. In other small towns in Gangoli and
Pali there were more than 100 houses. Then the population of
Kumaun consisted of 50,000 families. If each family consisted of at
least 6 members there must have been 300,000 people in Kumaun.
This description related to 1819 A.D.

Mr. Traill writes that in 1821 A.D. there were 742 houses in
Almora in which lived 1369 men, 1178 women and 968 children and
thus the total population was 3505. He had assessed that the
population of whole of Kumaun was 300046. Mr. Traill has given a
detailed description of the population of Almora town. It might be
interesting to quote it here

Professional Brahmins 288 Dom Muslims

Banias and Mahajans 184 Bade 51 Traders 57

Goldsmiths 40 Artisans and Servants 18
Carpenters 33

Petty businessman 53 Ironsmiths 27 75

Prostitutes 53 Tamtas 8

Others 19 Chamars 8

127
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The population of Almora since then upto now has been
increasing as follows :

Year 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931

Population 5773 7826 8596 10560 8359 9688

Other figures relating to population which we are quoting
from government report would be more attractive :

District Area  Towns Villages Houses Population

Almora 5389 3 6066 127577 583302

Nainital 2721 4 1442 62119 277286
Population

Year 1981 1891 1901 1911 1921

Nainital 349628 368312 324019 323519 276875

Almora 351379 405882 453581 525630 530338

The population of the other towns of Kumaun has grown as
follows :—

Haldwani 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931
Kathgodam 4012 5093 7498 7605 8536 11288
Ranibagh

Kashipur 14667 14717 12023 12773 10576 11276
Nainital 7589 8455 7609 10270 11230 10673

Presently Haldwani is the biggest town of Kumaun. It is
progressing while Kashipur is going downwards. Formerly Kashipur
was the biggest town of Kumaun. This position has now gone to
Haldwani.



Data relating to education and literacy are given in the lists below :-

Brahman Depressed Class Other Hindus Arya
Total Nos. Literate Total Nos. Laerate Total Nos. Literate Total Nos. Luerate

Men Women | Men Wom Men Women |M Wom| Men Women| MenWomeq Men Women| M Wom
Nainital District 24153 17184 | 8733 809 | 33290 25052 {383 18| 63001  42355| 10136 1045| 9838 8143| 873 117
Haldwani Tahsil 9139 6325 3857 269 6851 4411 97 2| 19581 11551 2462 330| 4961 3984] 280 16
Kashipur Tabhsil 1264 815 451 182 3106 2622 61 7 9787 8135| 1855 150 712 626] 268 Bl
Kichchhaha Tahsil 3628 2126 89 34| 17013 13955102 -| 16861 10885 | 5589 462 497 3881 319 6
Natinital Tahsil 10122 7918 | 3529 324 6320 4064|123 9y 16772 11784 230 103]| 3668 3145]| 306 14
Almora District 68453 69606 | 20129 981 | 62149 59999322 37| 157037 157524 | 19523 709 | 1659 1587) 129 12
Almora Tabhsil 22813 22564 7780 621| 20364 18983 |102 17| 50368 48075| 7126 374 656 690| 60 8
Ranikhet Tabhsil 20809 21889 | S838 135 17853 18072 97 11| 47112 49610 5404 112 685 61| 60 4
Champavat Tahsil 13259 13256 | 2755 88 9240 8365} S1 21934 20056 1599 17 305 266 3B 0
Pithoragarh Tahsil 11572 11897 3756 127| 14682 14579 72 7| 37623 39783| 5394 206 3 - 1 -
Kumaun Tahsil 150551 152304 | 47550 2245 | 140786 130215 |872 67| 370420 362842 | 47484 2206 | 11867 10125]10 141
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Muslims Christians English Knowing
Total Nos. Laerate Total Nos. - Luerate Total Nos.

Men omen Men Women Men Women Men Women Men Women

Kumaun Division 35726 23904 3343 282 2284 2351 1151 1075 7669 - 929
Nainital District 30684 21216 2283 177 872 758 442 336 2828 338
Haldwani Tahsil 6918 3619 822 82 169 91 93 37 750 41
Kashipur Tahsil 9395 913 604 41 144 125 12 6 213 26
Kichchhaha Tabhsil 13194 9119 537 22 99 81 24 21 1421 251
Nainital Tahsil nmn 565 320 32 460 461 313 27 44 20
Almora Distt. 1758 1400 658 86 850 1066 434 515 2532 398
Almora Tabhsil 824 658 361 50 321 404 170 200 1508 253
Ranikhet Tahsil 637 495 193 14 19 170 125 101 621 9%
Champavat Tabhsil 85 63 30 14 38 39 13 19 155 I
Pithoragarh Tahsil . 212 184 74 8 312 453 126 195 248 4

811
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In 1931 the population of the main towns was, according to
religion and sects, divided as follows :

Towns Hindus  Aryans Others Sikhs  Mus-  Chris-
lims rians

Almora 54 4 3 1 188
Kashipur 6441 147 — 8 1101 21
Nainital 8089 72 — 27 848 437
Haldwani 5961 316 — 44 4909 58
Jaspur 2681 458  —  — 2810 88
Ramnagar 4021 12 — — 1547 13
Bhimtal 1239 493 — — 84 20
Bhawali 475 103 — — 108 19
Ranikhet 2794 73 — — 781 120

64. Press and Newspaper

A country in fact, progresses by means of newspapers and
press. In independent countries press and newspapers actually
guide the administrative policy of the nation. When pleased they
extol even the ordinary politicians to the sky and when displeased
they send to hell even the great ones. In countries, like Europe,
America, Japan and South Africa great awakening has taken place
by means of compulsory and {ree education and newspapers. In
India there is strict control over the press.

The credit for opening the press and publishing newspaper in
Almora first of all goes to Pt. Buddhiballav Pant. In 1871 A.D. he
opened a debating club. When Sir William Muir, the then
provincial Governor, came here he was highly pleased with the
working of this club. Tt is said that he also adviced to open a press
here and publish a newspaper. Mr. Pant opened a press here and
also published a weekly magazine Almora Akhbar. First he himself
edited it; later on Munshi Sadanand Sanwal. Almora Akhbar was
the oldest Hindi weekly of this province. Its registration number
was 10. The registration number of Pioneer is 1. Actually Almora
Akhabar is Pioneer.s contemporary. Till 1891 A.D. it was printed in
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litho, later on in type. In 1913 A.D. Mr. Badridatt Pande took the
work of editing it in his hands. He gave it a national colour. It made
much progress. The number of its customers rose from 50-60 to
1500. In 1917 it was closed.

Deputy Commissioner Mr. Lomus was displeased with its
policy. He threatened some of its partners and summoned the aged
printer and publisher at his bungalow and threatening to imprison
him compelled him to resign. He had also summoned the editor but
the latter dit not turn up.

In 1918 A.D. Mr. Badridatt Pande with the help of his friends
opened a press named ‘Deshbhakta’ and published a magazine
‘Shakei’ from it. It was a national magazine. It is the memorial of the
older ‘Almora Akhbar' and the only independent magazine of
Kurmachal. ‘Shakr’ was published in the time of Mr. Lomus. He
took a security of Rs. 1000/- from the press.

In 1893-94, Babu Dcvidas opened ‘Kumaun Printing Press’
which published a weekly named ‘Kurmachal Samachar’.

Being displeased at the policy of ‘Shakri’ some of the partners
filed suits and withdrew their shares and in 1919 A.D. opened
‘Sombari Press’ from which for some time a magazine named Jyoti’
was published. Later on this press also was sold and the publication
stopped.

In 1918 A.D. from ‘Anglo-Vernacular Press at Ranikhet’ a
monthly magazine ‘Himalaya’® was published but it was soon
stopped.

From Kumaun Printing Works a weekly named ‘Kurmachal
Mitra’ was published but it too was stopped after sometime.

In 1918 one of the partners purchased the Debating Club Press
and named it Vindhyavasini Press. From 1922 A.D. a weekly named
‘Zila Samachar’ began to be published. Later on it came to be called
‘Kumaun Kumud and is still being published. In 1928 AD. a
magazine named ‘Hiraishi’ began to be published from Nainital, but
it stopped within a year. In 1930 A.D. a paper named ‘Swadhin
Praja’ was published. Its director was patriot Mohan Joshi. This
paper was a national one. After six months when a security of
Rs. 6,000/- was demanded, it was stopped.
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In 1934 A.D. a weekly named ‘Samara’ was published. Its
director was an artisan. It received a monthly help of Rs. 200/- from
the government. Formerly it was printed in Indra Printing Press but
now in Krishna Press. Since 1935 A.D. an illustrated monthly
magazine named ‘Narkhat' is being published from Indra Printing
Press. It is useful for the boys and also devoted to the service of the
country. Except ‘Shakri’ all other papers are royalists.

Presently the following presses exist in Almora and Nainital.

Nainital

King Press, Nainital (1912)
A.V. Press (1930)
Nainital Press (?)

Lake Zafar Press—From it an English paper named ‘Lake Zafar’ is
also published. It contains local news and advertisements.

Almora
1. Deshbhakta Press (1918)— ‘Shakri’ Patrika weckly (1918)
2. Vindhyavasini Press (1918)—Kumaun-Kumud weekly (1922)
3. Indra-Printing Works (1926)—‘Natkhar’ monthly paper
(1935) .
4.  Krishna Press (1935)—‘Samara’ weekly (1934)
5. Kumaun Printing Works—

Ranikhet

1. A.V.Press (1894)
2. lliyas Printing Press (?)

Haldwani
1. Krishna Press (1833)

Kashipur

Here also there is a job press.

Though Almora published the first Hindi paper yet the papers
in Kumaun are in infancy. Press is not powerful there as yet nor any
daily paper has been published from any town. Until the press is
strong and there are newspaper readers in every house the progress
of the country is difficult.
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Vedic and Pauranic Period

Archacologists say that when five or six thousand years back
the Aryans came to India, they first settled down on the banks of
river Sindhu. In the Rigveda which was written there, it is described
that the Aryans were divided into five tribes—Puru, Tritsu, Anu,
Yadu and Trivasu. Among them the kings of the Puru dynasty were
the rulers of Punjab. Later on they came to be called Kuruvanshi
and Bharatvanshi. From amongst them King Tritsu was the ruler of
Haimvat also. Formerly both Garhwal and Kurraachal were
probably included in this central Haimvat itself.

The Himalayan region from times immemorial has been
regardcd as highly sacred and called by such names as Himachal,
Haimvat, Hemadri, Himgiri, Hemavant and Giriraj. But its Vedic
name is Sumcru or Mcru. Mr. Sherring says that Meru undoubtedly
is another name of sacred Kailash and it is situated to the north of
Almora and as for the Christians Palestine is sacred, is their heaven,
so Mcru or Kailash is the heaven for Indians. Not only the Hindus
but also the Tibetans regard it as heaven. Meru has been said to be
of four colours: is the east white like a Brahmin, in the south yellow
like a Vaishya, in the north red like a Kshatriya, and in the west
black like a Sudra. It is said that on its four peaks thcre are fouI
types of trce : kadam, pipal, jamboo and var. In Hindu scriptures
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this land has been described as heaven and the abode of pious men.
Sinners even after thousand births cannot come here. Sorrow, old
age, worry, hunger, thirst and other calamities cannot here trouble
the people who live up to thousand years. It does not rain here as
there is plenty of water. Dcath has no work here.

(=]

This mountain is quite extensive and is said to be thousands of
yojanas long. It is written in thc Bhagavar that in the south of
Sumeru exist mountains Kailash and Karabir and in the north
mountains Trishring and Makar. Brahmpuri lies in the middle of
Sumeru (The name of the capital of the Katyuris was Kartikeyapur
alias Karvirpur. Trishring is the present mountain Trishul.
Brahmpur was also the name of the ancient kingdom of the
Katyuris).

For all the gods and goddesses of all times whether Vedic,
Pauranic or modern, Sumeru or Himalaya has always been the land
of penance, pleasure ground and parliament. Whenever the gods
had to discuss about unburdening the load of the earth they
assembled here. (Even now the councils and committees of the
English have their sittings in Shimla, Nainital and Darjeeling).

Since the times immemorial the Himalaya has been regarded
as the abode of Mahadeva and Parvati. In the Puranas Himachal is
described as a king whose daughter was Parvati. The other names of
Parvati are Girija, Girirajkishori, Shaileshwari and Nanda etc. The
holy places like Kailash and Mansarovar are situated in its lap itself.
Ganga, Yamuna, Karnali, Satlaj, Sindhu, Brahmaputra and Kali etc.
the main rivers of north India, rising from the neighbourhood of
Mansarovar have been since times immemorial, purifying the whole
of northern India. Mansarovar lies on the main peak of Kurmachal.
From the hillocks below it rise the rivers Sarayu, Ramganga, Koshi
etc. Nanda devi, Panchachuli, Banakata, Parashuram, Dronagiri,
Trishul etc. the high peaks of the resplendent Himalayas, the
permanent protector of the northern region of India, enhance the
beauty of the head of a chakravarti king. All the passes Untadhura,
Lipudhura, Nevdhura and Lebangdhura via which Tibetans come
here and the people of India go to Tibet, lie in the north of
Kurmachal. Some people conjecture that after the Aryans, the
Sakas and Huns also came to India via these p